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D E D I C A T I O N .  

THE sea that circles all this isle of ours, 
That circles in more close, more fond embrace 

This lovelier lesser isle1 of fieids and flowers, 
Giving its goodly tinge to name and race, 

Girds not less faithfully by night and day, 
Another Island very far away. 

The great world-pulse that palpitates and throbs, 
Now thundering o'er the rocks m mighty swells, 

Or vast pianissinio of tender sobs 
Like murmur of a thousand thousand shells, 

Beats not more truly than the kindred blood 
Of England's and of Iceland's brotherhood. 

Therefore, mid all the buds and flowers of spring, 
And beds of fiery furze that gleams and bums. 

And cuckoo-calls and skylarks' carolling, 
And southern airs of balm, my spirit turns, 

For all the notes of home that sigh or smile, 
To the stern grandeur of that far-off Isle. 

Thy summer fieids of never-melting snow, 
Thy deathless winter-fires that never slake 

Their ardour, in unfathomed depths below 
And turn the springs to fury—not for sake 

Of these alone I love thee, though thy skies 
Be fairer than Italian to mine eyes. 

1 Isle of Wight. 
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Thine were the hearts of old, whose quenchless fire 
Burnt strong as Hekla's ; mighty to endure 

And strive and win the strife with fortune dire, 
And win them farne immortal : spirits pure 

And high to lead in triumph mortal vvills, 
Chaste as the snow on those unchanging hills. 

The sea that kept thee pure, that keeps thee yet 
Uncursed of many vices of the south, 

And stem and simple, only could beget 
And rear such race of heroes ; thine own mouth 

Shall praise thee best, in such immortal songs. 
As tell of Njal's and Grettir's toils and wrongs. 

Yea, more—a race of hardy saints is thine, 
Doughty in faith and Apostolic zeal, 

Who kept unsullied the unbroken line, 
And sought o'er land and sea the Sevenfold seal ; 

Counting all earthly glory but as loss, 
So mid their hills they might but plant the Cross. 

Thorvald, who brought the message first from far, 
Whose fame is wheresoe'er his feet have trod, 

And Thorlak, Iceland's1 sunbeam, gem, and star, 
And Klæng, whose gifts made glad the House of GOD ; 

And John the holy—and that John, whose death 
In later days bare witness for the Faith. 

Mother of heroes ! since thy potent spell 
Was on me from my youth, before thy feet— 

If feeble note of mine the praise might swell 
With which the ages crown thee—all unmeet, 

Imperfect though my work, 1 lay it down. 
It scarce can add a sparkle to thy crown. 

1 " Geisli cSr gimsteinn." (Saga.) 
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THE STORY OF THORWALD THE 

FAR-FARER. 

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

THIS story is an almost literal translation of the pittr 

porvalds Vi^forla, one of the most interesting of the 

Biskupa Sogur,' or Bishops' Sagas, those wonderful 
chronicles of the early Church history of Iceland, 
which tell how vigorous a graft from the true Vine 
flourished once in that far-away country. The chief 
interest of this particular Saga lies in the faet that it 
records the very first attempt to preach Christianity in 
the island, some years prior to the mission, better 
known, of Thangbrand, the warlike missioner of Kin? 
Olaf. 8 

It is a curious faet that, while the heroic or his-
torical Sagas of the North have found skilled trans-
lators and appreciative readers amongst us, the eccle-
siastical Sagas have been left hitherto almost entirely 
unregarded. Yet they are no less remarkable, and no 
less interesting—to Churchmen possibly more—than 
the secular branch of Saga : since they present a quaint, 
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vivid, homely and realistic picture of the infant Church 

of Iceland, its struggles and its successes. 
And it was a grand Church. Founded in primitive 

times, and under difficulties almost unique in Europe, 
it seems to have rooted and grown and flourished 
abundantly among a people naturally devout, simple, 
hardy and persevering. It had its own line of suc­
cession, its hagiology, its architecture, its Church go-
vernment and peculiar customs—notably the marriage 
of the clergy, which seems to have been as authorized 

and universal as amongst Anglicans to-day. And 
though in this, as in all mediæval lore, there is some 
admixture of the legendary and possibly unprofitable, 
there is far too much pure ore among the dross not to 
amply repay the diligent searcher. What can be more 
touching than the picture of Isleif, the first native 
bishop, undertaking the long and toilsome and danger-
ous journey to receive the Apostolic seal from Adal-
bert, Archbishop of Bremen, on Whitsunday, after a 

brief from the Pope; who said that " it might be hoped, 
through GOD'S mercy, that lasting honour might be 
granted to that Episcopate, if the first bishop of Iceland 
were consecrated on the day whereon GOD adorned 
all the world with the Gift of the HOLY GHOST ?" or 
the church-building at Skalholt, when " in two ships 
were brought the great trees which Bishop Klæng 
c a u s e d  t o  b e  h e w n  i n  N o r w a y  f o r  t h a t  c h u r c h o r  
the gifts brought by Bishop Paul to the same church, 
of bells and decorative work and vestments P1 or the 

1 Some extracts regarding these ecclesiological curiosities were 
contributed by the present translator to " The Builder" years ago. 
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simple holy humble life and conversation of Thorlak 

the saint of Skalholt; or the pathetic death by drown-

ing of Bishop Paul's wife and daughters; or the burn-
ing of Bishop Magnus in his house, with " Tjorvi the 
priest, who had alvvays served him during his epis-
copate," and seven other priests ? While the story of 
Aron Hjorleifs son abounds with incidents as stirring 
and adventures as curious as can be found in the se-
cular Sagas already before the public. 

In the midst of the awakening or reviving interest 
in Norse literature which seems to be going on amongst 

us, it is surely a great mistake to ignore the religions 
branch of the Saga, giving as it does a Church history 

of its own, not less interesting than that of our country, 
and closely akin to it. 

Of the present state of the Church in Iceland it is 
not in the translator's province to speak. It appears 
to have shared the fate of many of the other Northern 
Churches at the Reformation, and to have lost, along 
with what was valueless or corrupt, its Apostolical suc­
cession and orders. It possessed at least one martyr 
bishop, S. John of Holar, who was put to death for 
his faith. 

Surely it is permissible to think that for a country 
and a Church with such a past, some future must be 
in store; that one day, though perhaps not in our day, 
the Church of Isleif and Thorlak may arise from its 
ashes, the torn and trampled vine bud and blossom 
anew : permissible at least for Catholic Churchmen in 
all lands to pray that the lost grace may be restored, 
the seal sought amid such peril and toil by these hardy 
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sea-roving priests of old conveyed once more to their 
descendants, and the old prophecy of Bishop Gizur 

fulfilled, that " there should always be a bishop's see 
at Skalholt, while Iceland is inhabited and Christi-

anity lasts." 



®ijø Starg of 

THORWALD THE FAR-FARER. 

THERE was a man called Eilif 6rn, (the eagle,) from 
whom is named the highest fell at Reykjastrand, in 
Skagafirth. Eilif the eagle was the son of Atli, the 
son of Skidi the old, the son of Bard of Al. Eilif 
eagle had to wife Thorlauga daughter of Sæmund 
the southerner, who took Sæmund's-lithe: they had 
three sons; one was called Solmund, father of Gud­
mund, who was the father of Vigbard and his brothers. 
The second was Atli the strong, he had to wife Her-
disi daughter of Thord of Hofdi; their daughter was 
Thorlaug, whom Gudmund the rich at Modruvale 
had to wife. The third son of Eilif eagle hight Ko-
dran; he dwelt at Gilja in Vatnsdale; he was a rich 
man, his wife was named Jarngerda. One of their 
sons was Orm, the other Thorwald. Kodran loved 
his son Orm much, but Thorwald little or not at all 5 
he was kept to work as soon as he could do anything. 
He was scantily clad, and in everything put behind 
his brother. He served in his father's house, as he 
was appointed, with goodwill to all. 

At that time Thordis, a spaewife, dwelt out at Ska-
gastrand, at a place which is since called Spaewife's 
fell. One summer she accepted an invitation from 
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Kodran at Gilja, because he was a friend of hers. 
But as Thordis was at the feast, and saw what a dif­
ference was made between the brothers, she said to 
Kodran, " This I give thee as counsel, that thou show 
more natural feeling to Thorwald thy son hencefor-
ward than thou hast done hitherto, because I see truly 
that for many causes he will become more famous 
than all your other relations; but if thou hast little 
love for him in thy soul, take thou ransom for him and 
let him go free, if any one will look after him while 
he is young." 

Kodran saw that she spake so from goodwill, and 
said that she must certainly take some silver from him. 
Then he took out a purse and showed it to her. 
Thordis looked at the silver, and said, 

" I will not have this money, because this money 
hast thou taken by force and overbearing from men in 
bribes." 

Then he brought forward another purse and bade 
her look at it; she did so, and then said, " I will not 
take this money for him." 

Kodran asked: " What dost thou find in this 
money ?" 

Thordis answered: " This money hast thou collected 
for greediness' sake, in land-tribute and usury, more 
than is just; therefore such money should no man deal 
with, who would be both just and gentle." 

Then Kodran offered her a fat purse of money, and 
it was full of silver; Thordis weighed three marks of 
it to Thorwald, but took from Kodran afterwards that 
which was over. 

Then Kodran asked ; " Wherefore wilt thou rather 
take of this money for my son, than of that which I 
offered thee before ?" 

She answered : " Because thou hast come well by 
this, which thou hast inherited after thy father." 

After that Thordis fared away from the feast with 
excellent gifts, and the friendship of Kodran; she had 
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Thonvald at home with her at Spaewife's fell. He 
was there with her for a time, and was well kept in 
clothes and other things that he needed, and he grevv 
much. And when he was well grown, he fared out by 
the counsel of Thordis ; he did not cease from his 
journey till he came to Denmark ; there he found 
Svein, who was cailed Fork-beard. Svein was of little 
rank on the mother's side, but he was said to be 
the son of Harald Gorm's son, the Dane king. Svein 
was not living inland at that time in Denmark, because 
King Harald would not own him ; so he was long in 
Viking voyages, and was called king by the warriors, 
as was the Vikings' custom. When Thorwald found 
Svein, the latter received him well, and made Thorwald 
his man, and he was with him some summers in Viking 
voyages in the western sea. 

Thorwald had not been long with King Svein before 
the king esteemed him beyond other men and all his 
friends, because Thorwald was a great counsellor, mani­
fest to all in valour and discretion, mighty in strength 
and well-disposed, warlike and strong in combats, gen-
tle and liberal of money, and perfectly proved in trus-
tiness and lowly service; amiable and beloved by all 
the soldiers, and not unworthily, for a heathen might 
justly discern him to be far above other heathen men. 
I1 or all that booty which he took in war, he gave to 
the needy and to the ransom of captive men, and 
helped many that were injured ; and if captive men 
fell to his share, he sent them away to their fathers or 
relations ; so with those whom he had ransomed with 
money. Now because he was mightier in combat than 
other warriors, they made this law, that he should 
have the disposal of every prize; and he so used this 
authority that he took the sons of rich men, or those 
other things that they had lost, which they thought 
most of, but which his companions thought least of 
giving up, and sent them afterwards to those who 
owned them. Wherefore those that had been be-
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fore spoiled by Svein's men loved him well, and 
celebrated worthily his praise. By this means he 
easily freed his own men, though they were taken 
by his enemies; and once not less than Svein the 
king himself. 

It happened that one time Svein was harrying 
in Britain, and at first he was conqueror and took 
much booty. But as he searched far up the land, 
away from the ships, there came against him such a 
great army of knights that he had no means of resis-
tance. King Svein was there taken, bound, and im-
prisoned, and with him Thorwald Kodran's son, and 
many other famous and very worthy men. The next 
day came a rich chieftain to the dungeon with a large 
army to take Thorwald out of the prison, because a 
little before he had ransomed the captive son of this 
same chieftain, and sent him home free to his father. 
The chief bade Thorwald go out and fare away free. 
Thorwald answered, that he would for no sake fare 
thence alive, unless King Svein were let loose and freed 
with all his men. The chief did that immediately out 
of obligation to him ; as King Svein afterwards testi-
fied, when he sat at a great feast with two other 
kings. And as messengers came in one king said ; 
" It is said, that never shall table be set so splendidly 
as there, where three such powerful kings ate out of 
one dish." 

Then answered King Svein, smiling ; 
" I will find a foreign peasant's son, who, if he be 

rightly esteemed, is himself alone in nothing less fa­
mous and honourable than all we three kings." 

Now upon this there was great mirth in the hall, 
and all asked, laughing, who or what like this man 
might be of whom he spoke so highly. 

He answered ; " This man, of whom I am speaking, 
is as wise as the wisest king had need to be, strong 
and daring as the bravest baresark, polished and well-
mannered as the best-mannered sage." Then he told 
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that narrative of Thorwald which now has been written, 
how he freed the king through his gratitude, and of 
many famous and praiseworthy things besides. 

After this, when Thorwald had fared far about the 
country, he took the true Faith, and was baptized by 
the Saxon bishop, who was cailed Frederick. And after 
that he begged Bishop Frederick with all earnestness 
to fare with him to Iceland, to preach GOD'S message, 
and to lead his father and mother and other near 
relations to turn to GOD. 

The bishop consented to this willingly, and fared to 
Iceland then ; and their journey prospered. Kodran 
received his son well; they two, Thorwald and the 
bishop, were the first winter at Gilja, with Kodran 
with thirteen men. Thorwald began immediately to 
preach GOD'S message to his relations, because the 
bishop was ignorant of the country-people's language; 
and several men were converted to the right Faith the 
same winter by the word of Thorwald. 

And now shall it first be told how he led his father 
and his home-people to the right Faith. 

On a certain high tide when Bishop Frederick with 
his clerks celebrated the festival and Divine service, 
Kodran was standing near, more for the sake of curio-
sity than that he expected to agree in his mind with their 
customs. But when he heard the sound of the bells, 
and the fair singing of the clerks, and perceived the 
sweet savour of the incense, and saw the bishop clothed 
with splendid vestments, and all those who served him 
clad in white robes with bright coverings, and the 
shining of fair wax tapers with mickle brightness 
around all the house, and those other things which 
belong to the keeping of high festivals; then all these 
things seemed unto him rather well. And on that 
same day he came to his son Thorwald, and said : 
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"Now have I seen, and somewhat considered, what 
heedful service ye give to your GOD ; although, as I 
discern, our customs are very different; because, it 
seems to me, that your GOD must rejoice in that light 
which terrifies our gods; but if it is so, as I think, 
then is this man, whom you call your bishop, your 
prophet (spae-man); because I see that thou learnest 
from him those things which thou offerest to us on 
behalf of thy GOD. But I have another prophet of 
my own, who is of much use to me; he tells me be-
forehand of many unpleasant things : he guards my 
cattle, and warns me of what I shall do, and of what 
I must beware : and therefore I have much trust in 
him. But he misdoubts of thee much, and also of 
thy prophet, and your customs, and he warns me of 
showing you any approbation, and, most of all, of 
taking your customs." 

Thorwald said ; " Where does your prophet dwell ?" 
Kodran answered ; " He dwells here, a short dis­

tance from my farm, in a great stone and splendid." 
Thorwald asked how long he had dwelt there. 
Kodran said he had there dwelt a long time. 
" Then must I," says Thorwald, " set here an agree-

ment between us two, father. Thou callest thy pro­
phet very strong, and sayest that thou hast much trust 
in him j but the bishop, whom thou callest my pro­
phet, is easily taken prisoner, and not very strong : 
yet if he may, in the strength of the GOD of heaven, 
drive forth thy prophet from his strong abode, then it 
will be just that thou forsake him, and turn to this 
mightiest GOD, thy Creator, since He is truly Gop, 
and no strength may conquer Him. He dvyells in 
endless light, whither He leads all who believe in 
Him, and serve Him truly, that they may live there 
with Him in unspeakable blessedness without end. 
And if thou wilt be converted to this high King of 
Heaven, then thou shalt quickly discern that he who 
deters thee from believing in Him is thy perfect de-
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ceiver, and he longs to drag thee with him from ever-
lasting light to endless darkness. And if it seems to 
thee that he has done some good things for thee, he 
does all that for this purpose, that he may the more 
easily deceive thee if thou believest him good and ne-
cessary." 

Kodran answered ; " It is plain to me that the know-
ledge of your bishop is different from his; and none 
the less I know that with a great champion all his 
words are fulfilled ; and all those things that ye two 
have said of him, the like things he may say of you : 
but what need to talk much about it? This condition 
that thou hast set, may be proved by proof." 

Thorwald was glad of his father's counsel, and told 
the bishop of all this preaching, and of their conver-
salion together. On the next day afterwards the bishop 
hallowed water, fared forth then with prayer and 
psalm-singing, and dispersed the water around the 
stone, and so sprinkled it above that the stone was all 
wet. The night after the prophet came to Kodran in 
his sleep, and with a sad countenance, and trembling, 
as if in fear, and said to Kodran : 

" 111 hast thou done, that thou broughtest hither 
these men, who dwell with thee by fraud, so that they 
seek to force me away from my dwelling; because 
they sprinkled boiling water over my abode, so that 
my children suffer no little pain from the burning 
drops that run in through the roof; and though that 
hurts me not much myself, it is so grievous to hear the 
noise of the small children, as they cry at the burning." 

The next morning Kodran told his son, after he 
had asked, all these things. Thorwald rejoiced at it; 
and egged on the bishop that he should profit by the 
opportunity which had arisen. 

The bishop fared to the stone with his men, and 
did all as on the first day, and earnestly prayed Al-
mighty GOD that He would drive the fiend away, and 
help the man. 
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The night after, that subtil wizard appeared to Ko-
dran very differently; since before he was wont to 
show hiraself with bright and friendly countenance, 
and splendidly dressed, and now he was in black and 
abominable clothes of skins, dark and ill-looking in 
countenance, and spoke thus to the bonder with 
anxious and shaking voice : " These men go hard to 
spoil us both of our goods and useful things, and they 
will drive me away from my own inheritance, and 
deprive thee of our loving consultation and provident 
foresight; now do thou so like a man, that thou scatter 
them abroad, so that we two may not stand in need 
of all good things through their perfidy : because I 
will never flee, although it be grievous to bear long all 
their ill deeds and disturbances." 

All these things, and many others, which that fiend 
said to Kodran, he told to his son on the morrow. The 
bishop fared to the stone the third day, with the same 
action as before ; but that malevolent spirit appeared 
to the bonder the night after, for the third time, with 
a sorrowful countenance, and lifted up this complaint 
before him with faltering voice, and spoke thus: 

" This evil deceiver, the Christian men's bishop, 
has upset all my possessions; my dwelling has he 
spoilt, sprinkled over me boiling water, wet my clothes, 
torn and made them altogether useless ; and he has 
given me and my family bootless burning, and here­
with driven me, needy, far away in desolation and 
exile. Now we must part both company and friend-
ship, and that is all done through thy perfidy. Con-
sider thou now, who shall henceforth take care of thy 
goods, as I have taken care of them hitherto. Thou 
callest thyself a just man and true, but thou hast re-
warded me evil for good." 

Then answered Kodran : " I have honoured thee 
indeed as a profitable and strong god, while I was 
ignorant of the True; but now, because I have proved 
thee to be guileful and very weak, it is just and un-
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blameable for me to forsake thee, and to flee under 
the protection of this Deity, Who is much better and 
stronger than thou." With that they parted, with of-
fence and no friendship. 

After that Kodran the bonder was baptized, and his 
wife Jarngerda and other house-folk : only Orm his 
son would not let himself be baptized that time. 

The year after the bishop and Thorwald fared vvest-
ward to Vididale, with their company, and set up a 
farm together at Lækjamot, and dwelt there four win-
ters ; and those years they fared far around Iceland to 
preach GOD'S word. The first time that they were at 
Lækjamot, Thorwald asked in marriage a woman hight 
Vigdis ; she was the daughter of Olaf, who lived at 
Hawkgill, in Vatnsdale. 

But as the bishop and Thorwald came to the feast, 
there was there before them a crowd of heathen guests. 
There was a large hall, as in many piaces was the cus-
tom j and a little stream flowed across the hall, and 
wound itself around it. As neither would associate 
with the others, Christian men or heathen, counsel 
was taken that a tent should be made across the hall 
in their midst, where the stream was ; that the bishop 
should be outside, in the hall, with the Christian men, 
but the heathen within the tent. 

At that same bridal gathering there were amongst 
the heathen men two brothers, the strongest bare-
sarks, and very skilful. Each of them was cailed Hawk. 
And because they stood with all their strength most 
of all against the right Faith, and tried hard to destroy 
Christian customs, they challenged the bishop, if he 
had any trust in his GOD, that he should make trial of 
those arts which they were wont to boast : to walk 
through blazing fire with bare feet, or to fall upon 
weapons, without being hurt. 
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But the bishop, trusting in GOD'S mercy, did not 
refuse; there were great fires made along the whole 
length of the hall, as in that time it was customary to 
drink ale by the fire. The bishop robed himself in all 
his episcopal vestments, and hallowed water: then he 
went to the fire thus clad ; he had a mitre on his head, 
and a crozier in his hand : he hallowed the fire, and 
sprinkled water over it. . 

Next went in those two baresarks, horribly howling ; 
biting the edges of their shields, and with bare swords 
in their hånds, they tried now to walk the fire. But 
that came forward quicker than they thought, and 
they hurt their feet in the flames, so that they both 
fell backward; but the fire seized upon them, and 
burnt a little while with so great vehemence, that they 
were drawn thence dead. _ - , , 

They were carried up the hillside, and buned there : 
wherefore that has since been called Hawkgill. 

Frederick the bishop made the sign of the cross 
before him, and went in the midst of the fire, and so 
forth along the whole length of the hall; but the fire 
lay two ways from him, as if a wind blew, and so 
little did he feel the heat of the fire vehemently, that 
his vestments were not the least singed. Then many 
were converted to GOD that saw that great niiiacle. 

Gunnlaug the monk says that he heard a very truth-
ful man tell this story, Glum Thorgil's son : but Glum 
had heard it from that man hight Arnor, and who was 
the son of Arndisa. 

Olaf at Hawkgill afterwards built a church at nis 
farm ; but Thorwald gave him the wood for it. 

The bishop and Thorwald tried at all times with 
the utmost earnestness to lead most men to GOD, not 
only there in the nearest districts; rather they faied 
ar round Iceland to preach the word of GOD. 
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They came west to Hvamm in Broadfirth's dale 
aboiit the time of the Althing, (general meeting.) 
Thorarin the bonder was not at home, but Fridgerda 
his housewife, daughter of Thord of Hofdi, received 
them well at first. Thorwald preached the Faith 
there before men, but Fridgerda offered sacrifice mean-
while within, and heard their every word. Fridgerda 
answered Thorwald's words little and ill, but Skeggi, 
Thorarin's and her son, mocked the word of Thor­
wald. Therefore Thorwald made this sone • O 

" Forth I fared with precious fortune, 
No man listened unto me ; 
But the false priest's son contemn'd us, 
Sprinkler of the sacred blood : 
And the mighty aged woman 
Shamelessly the skald hath mocked, 
(Heaven destroy the faithless priestess 1) 
Singing round the heathen shrine." 

It is not mentioned that any men in the West-
firthers' quarter were made Christians by their words; 
but north in the district, as they fared over there,' 
certain famous men took the right Faith. Onund in 
Reykjadal, son of Thorgil Grenjadarson, and Hlenni 
of_ Saurbæ in Eyjafirth, and Thorward in As with 
Hjaltadale. One brother of Thorward hight Arngeir, 
and another Thord j he was the son of Spakbodvar 
the son of Ondott the taker of land, who dwelt in 
Vidvik. These and more men were fully Christian-
ized in the Northland quarter \ but there were many 
\yho, though they would not let themselves be bap-
tized that time, yet believed in CHRIST, and forewent 
idolatrous sacrifices and all heathen customs, but who 
would not give up their sacred pillars. On that ac-
count the heathen were enraged with Bishop Frederick, 
and declared hostility to all those who agreed with 
him. 
. Thorward Spakbodvarson let a church be made at 

his farm at As, and had with him a priest whom the 
c 
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bishop brought to him, to sing the services for him, 
and perform Divine worship. At that Klaufi, the son 
of Thorwald Refsson from Bard in the Fleet, was 
very wroth. 

Klaufi was a mighty man ; he fared to find Thor-
ward's brothers, Arngeir and Thord, on this er­
rand, that he ofifered to them their choice, whe-
ther they would rather slay the priest, or burn the 
church. 

Arngeir answered, ^ I would let thee, and also 
every other friend of mine, from slaying the priest, 
because Thorward my brother has before cruelly 
avenged lesser injuries ; but this I will encourage, that 
thou burn the church." 

Thord would not agree with them in this counsel. 
A little while after, Klaufi fared thither at night 

with ten men, to burn the church. But as they drew 
nigh, and entered the churchyard, they perceived a 
mighty heat, and saw great sparks flying out of the 
windows of the church. Therefore they fared away, 
since the church seemed to them full of fire. 

Another time Arngeir fared thither with many men, 
and tried to burn this same church. When they had 
broken up the door, he tried to set fire to the floor 
with dry birchwood. And because it did not flame as 
quickly as he wished, he laid himself across the thres-
hold, and tried to blow the fire, as it was sufficient, 
yet would not catch the wood. Then there came an 
arrow, and stood fast in the floor of the church, right 
by his head ; and immediately after came another, 
which fixed his clothes to the floor between his side 
and the font. Then he jumped up smartly and said, 
" This arrow flew so near to my side, that I am 
minded not to bide here for the third." 

Now thus GOD averted harm from His house. 
Arngeir fared away with his men, and heathens did 

not very often seek to burn that church, 
This church was made sixteen years before Chris-
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tianity was taken by law in Iceland ; but it stood so 
that nothing was done to it. 

One summer at the Althing, Thorwald Kodran's son 
preached the Faith, after the bishop had prayed pub-
licly before all the people. But when he had recited 
with great eloquence many and true great miracles of 
Almighty GOD, there answered first a man great of 
kin and famous, though he was a heathen and cruel: 
Hedin from Svalbard of Eyjafirth's-strand, son of 
Thorbjorn Skagi's son, Skopti's son. Hedin had to 
wife Ragneid, step-daughter and niece of Eyjolf Val-
gerda's son. Hedin spoke very ill with Thorwald, 
and blasphemed much against the holy Faith; and so 
went to work with his ill-will in speaking before the 
people, that no man gave credit to that which Thor­
wald had said ; rather there grew thence malevolent 
hostility and heathen hate towards the bishop and 
Thorwald, to such a degree, that they gave money to 
skalds to make an insulting song about them. 

On that account Thorwald slew two who had made 
the song; but the bishop bore all injuries with the 
greatest gentleness. When Thorwald had slain the 
skalds, he went to the bishop to tell him what he had 
done. The bishop sat indoors, and was reading in a 
book; and before Thorwald went in, two blood-drops 
came upon the book before the bishop. The bishop 
knew directly that this was a foreboding; and as 
Thorwald came in to him, the bishop said, 

" Either thou hast committed manslaughter, or 
thou hast that in thy mind." 

Thorwald told him then what he had done. 
The bishop said, " Why hast thou done this ?" 
Thorwald answered that he could not endure what 

had been said of them. 
The bishop said that it was a little trial of patience, 
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. " but that a Christian man should not seek to 
revenge himself, though he be hatefully esteemed, but 
rather bear, for GOD'S sake, enmity and injuries." 

Now, though they suffered many troubles from bad 
men, they were not hindered from faring around the 
country, and bearing GOD'S message. They came 
out into Laxardale, and dwelt for a time under Eilif's 
fell with Atli the strong, uncle of Thorwald. Atli 
was baptized there, with his household, and many 
other men who came thither, because the mercy of 
the HOLY SPIRIT prospered their word. 

Then the fame of the bishop, by the gift of GOD, 
came to the ears of a little boy five winters old, that 
hight Ingimund, son of Hafr in Gooddale; he was at 
foster at Reykjastrand. 

Ingimund came one day to speak with the shepherd 
his foster-father, and prayed him to lead him secretly 
to Eilifsfell to see the bishop; the shepherd granted 
him this. 

They fared over Kjartan's rift, and westward over 
the fell to Laxardale. But directly they got to the 
farm of Atli at Eilifsfell, the boy began to beg that he 
might be baptized. Atli took the child by the hand 
and led him before the bishop, thus saying, "This 
boy is the son of a famous man, though a heathen, 
but the boy asks for baptism without the counsel and 
consent of his father and foster-father; now see what 
is to be done, because it is certainly to be expected 
that one or other of them may much mislike if he is 
baptized." 

The bishop answered, smiling, "Truly," says he, 
" so holy an office is not to be denied to the young 
child, especially since he has more wholesome intel­
ligence to his counsel than his mature relations." 

After that the bishop baptized Ingimund, and 
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taught him, before he fared abroad, what was chiefly 
necessary for him to attend to, in Christianity. 

It is so said, that Bishop Frederick had baptized 
that man, hight Mani, and because he held the holy 
Faith with many virtues and godly living, he was 
cailed Mani the Christian. He dwelt at Holt, at 
Kolgamyri; he made there a church. In that church 
he served GOD both night and day with holy prayers, 
and almsdeeds which he did to many needy men. 

He had a salmon-fishery, which then was scarce in 
the land, at that place which is now called from his 
name Mana-fors ; because at a certain time when there 
was a great scarcity and famine, he had nothing where-
with to feed the hungry : therefore he fared to the 
water, and had a sufficient capture of salmon in the 
whirlpool under the waterfall. This salmon he be-
stowed upon the church at Holt, and Gunnlaug the 
monk says that this fishery has ever since belonged to 
it. Beside that church thou mayest see a token that 
he has lived like a hermit; since, as he was beyond 
most men in mind, so would he also in body be far 
removed from the noise of the world. For by the 
churchyard thou mayest see that there has been a 
certain field, where it is said that he gained by hay-
making in summer enough to fodder one cow which 
he kept; because he preferred earning his subsistence 
with the labour of his own hånds, rather than making 
use of heathens who hated him. And that place is 
since called Manistofts. 

But to tell of a few of the many injuries and hos-
tilities that heathen men did to Bishop Frederick and 
Thorwald for preaching the true Faith. It so hap-
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pened that they would ride to the spring Thing1 at 
Hegraness. But as they drew near to the place of 
meeting, there sprang up a whole crovvd of heathen 
men, and ran against them with a great noise; some 
threw stones, some struck at them with weapons and 
shields, with tumult and loud cries, praying to the 
gods to confound their enemies; and there was no 
hope that they could get to thelhing. Ihen the 
bishop said, 

" Now is that fulfilled which my mother dreamt in 
former days, that she thought she tound wolf s hair in 
my head, because now are we become outcasts, and 
are driven away like noxious wolves with frightful 
noise and molestation." 

After that the bishop and his party fared home to 
Lækjamot, and dwelt there through the summer. 

That same summer, after the Althing, certain hea­
then chiefs collected an army, so that they had two 
hundred and forty men; they intended to go to 
Lækjamot to burn the bishop indoors and all his 
company. But as they were a short way from the farm 
at Lækjamot, they mounted their horses and were 
minded to threaten as they did, but hardly had they got 
on horseback when many birds of marvellous flight rose 
up beside them; at that their horses shied, and be-
came so unmanageable, that all those who had mounted 
fell off, and were hurt. Some fell on stones, and 
bruised their feet or their hånds, or took other in­
juries ; some fell on their weapons and received thence 
great wounds j the horses trod upon some and hurt 
them; those had least trouble from whom the horses 
ran away, and they had to go a long way to their home. 
With that they turned away. Thus Almighty GOD'S 
mercy shielded His men, that, so far from the bishop 
and his party taking any harm from the ill-will and 
hostility of the heathen, they were in no way ware of 
this transaction and conspiracy. 

1 Meeting. 
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They and Thorwald dwelt therefore the fourth win-
ter at Lækjamot; but the next summer after they fared 
out : first to Norway, and lay for a time in a certain 
haven. There came out from Iceland, and lay in that 
same haven, that man who was mentioned before, 
Hedin, from Svalbard. 

Hedin went up on land, and into a wood, to cut 
himself house-wood. Thorwald was aware of this; 
he cailed his thrall to him, and they fared to the wood 
where Hedin was, and Thorwald let the thrall slay 
Hedin. When Thorwald came to the ship, he told 
that work to the bishop. 

The bishop answered : " For this fight we two must 
part, since thou wilt late leave off manslaughter." 

After that Bishop Frederick fared to Saxony, and 
ended there his life with great sanctity; receiving 
eternal reward from Almighty GOD for his goodwill 
and temporal labour. 

Thorwald lived many years afterwards ; but because 
he was a great man in himself, strong and well-disposed, 
and everywhere wont to obey GOD'S word with perfect 
loving heed, he thought it would not be well to go 
back to his fatherland ; as he had suffered in all piaces, 
for the love of GOD, SO much opposition and injury 
from his countrymen. 

Therefore he took counsel not often to go out to 
Iceland , so he made his journey out from home, and 
all the way to Jerusalem to explore the Holy Place; 
he fared all around the kingdom of Greece, and came 
to Micklegarth (Constantinople) ; the emperor himself 
received him with much honour, and gave him many 
splendid gifts of friendship, because GOD had showed 
him so much mercy. And his fame went before him 
wherever he went; so that he was esteemed and glo-
rified as well by lesser men as by greater, as a pillar 
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and upholder of the right Faith, and honoured as a 
famous confessor of our LORD JESUS CHRIST by the 
emperor of Micklegarth himself and all his court, and 
not less by all bishops and abbots in all Greece and 
Syria. Most of all was he honoured in Austria, being 
thither sent by the emperor as a ruier appointed over 
all the kings in Russia and the whole realm. Thor­
wald Kodran's son erected there from the foundation a 
famous monastery, by that cathedral which is con-
secrated to John the Baptist, and endowed it with 
sufficient possessions. It has been ever since cailed 
by his name, Thorwald's cloister. 

In that monastery he ended his life, and was there 
buried. That cloister stands under a high mountain 
hight Drofn. 

When Bishop Frederick and Thorwald came to Ice-
land nine hundred and eighty-one years had elapsed 
since the Birth of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and one 
hundred and six winters since the first settling in Ice-
land. Three winters afterwards Thorwald Spakbod-
varson made the church in As. 

Chronology of the Story. 

The Bishop and Thorwald came out to Iceland, 
981. They were at Gilja one winter (982), but four 
at Lækjamot (983—6). The bridal took place at 
Hawkgill (982). Next summer at the time of the 
Althing Thorwald fared west to Hvamm (983), the sum­
mer aiter they fared to the Althing (984). That sum­
mer Thorkell Mani was speaker of the law. The next 
summer they fared to the spring Thing at Hegranes 
(985), and the next summer they went abroad (986). 



THE STORY OF BISHOP ISLEIF. 

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

THIS Saga comes next in historical order to that of 
Thorwald the Far-farer, although, as will be seen, there 

is a considerable gap in the chronology. Isleif appears 
to have been the first native Icelandic bishop. This 
story is a mere fragment, giving the early part of his 
life. It is continued in the famous saga, " Hungrvaka" 
(literally the " Hunger-Waker," or " Appetizer," be-
cause it is supposed to awaken hunger—or as we 
should more naturally say thirst—for further know-
ledge on the subjects of which it treats.) 





the story of bishop isleif. 

ISLEIF, son of Gizur the white, was a handsome man 
and princely, not very tall: the most beloved of men. 
He was, when young, at school in Saxony. 

This is told of him, in the first place, that he fared 
south,1 and came to Norway. At that time there 
dvvelt with Olaf the king (Harald's son), Brand the 
swift. The king esteemed him much, and on a certain 
high tide the king said to him : " Brand, accept from 
me this cloakthat was a scarlet mantle, lined with 
gray fur. 

They two. Brand and Isleif, met one another at 
church, and were fain of the meeting. Isleif was then 
a priest, and poor, when he came south out of the 
country : then said Brand, " Thou shalt take from me 
this cloak, which the king gave me." 

He answered: "Thou hast not indeed lost thy 
bountiful mind, and I will accept that willingly." 

And one high tide's day, when Brand was at the 
king's board, then spake the king, and turned to him : 
" Why hast thou not that cloak, Brand, which I gave 
thee ?" 

He answered : " Sire, I have given it to a priest." 
The king said : " I would see that priest, and knovv 

what compassion he seems to need, on whom thou 
hast so quickly squandered the royal gift." 

1 Note A. 
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Men understood it so, as that he had done an extra-
ordinary thing with such a man's gift. And at the 
church meeting Brand said to the king : " My lord, 
there stands the priest now, beside the church, and he 
is in the cloak." 

The king went up to him, and said : " We two 
must change our relations now. Brand, for now will I 
give him the cloak, and call him to be my priest." 

Brand said that might be done. 
Afterwards Isieif came before the king, and ad-

dressed him. 
The king took his speech well, and said : " That 

cloak, priest, which Brand gave to thee, the same will 
I give thee, and I must pay Brand the worth of it; 
because thou pleasest me so well, that I will commend 
myself to thy prayers." 

He answered : " My lord ! right good seemed to 
me before the gift of Brand, but so much the more 
honour to receive it from you with this speech." 

After that he fared to Iceland, and his friends took 
counsel to establish him by marriage ; he was not a 
rich man, but he had a good cure at Skalholt and a 
parish. Afterwards he fared north to Asgeirsar in 
Vididale; there dwelt that man who was cailed Thor-
wald, he had a daughter hight Dalla. They came 
there early in the day, and spoke to the bonder, and 
he asked them to stay there. Isieif said they must 
first talk together, " because it stands so, that I am 
come hither on a wooing journey, and I sue for thy 
daughter." 

He said, " Good reports are going of thee, but so 
will I answer this time, that thou shalt dwell further 
north if thou wilt be wedded." 

He answered, " I do not agree with that, that I 
should leave my parish, and my jurisdiction and dis-
trict; and we must rather part." 

With that they turned to their horses and rode : 
but Dalla was up on the hayrick, and she was the 
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fairest woman: Thorwald went thither. She said, 
" Who were those men unknown to us who came?" 

He told her. She said, " What was their er­
rand ?" 

He said that it was a wooing visit to her. 
She said, " How answeredst thou ?" 
He told her that. 
She said, That would not have stood in the way 

of the marriage, if I had given my advice." 
He answered, "Art thou much desirous of this?" 
She answered, " That must go forward, because I 

have the ambition to possess the best husband, and 
the most famous son with him, that were ever bom in 
Iceland : therefore I think it not unadvisable to go 
after them." 

He said, "Thy counsel has no little power thereto." 
After that they rode after them. Now Thorwald 

says that he is minded that they should not oppose 
the marriage, though he should not change his abode 
further north. 

Isleif let this saying please him well. Aftervvards 
she was given him in marriage, and they dvvelt then 
at Skalholt, and had for sons Gizur, and Teit, and 
Thorwald, and they were all famous men, though one 
surpassed the rest. Gizur was a mickle man and 
strong. 
1 hereafter it was the counsel of the landsfolk to 

have a bishop over them, and Isleif was chosen to 
this office : and he fared out of the country, and 
came back and was at Skalholt, though Dalla wished 
to dvvell in a district of the country. 
1 here was a difficulty at that time among men 

about arranging property. Tithes were there none,1 

but there were tolls laid 011 all the land. 
Isleif was the most renowned man in his doings : 

with him was brought up John Ogmund's son,2 who 
was afterwards Bishop of Hol; and he spoke these 

1 Note B- 2 Note C, et seq. 
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words in praise of Isleif, when he heard speak of men 
who were handsome, or elever, or otherwise worthy; 

" So was Isleif my fosterfather; he was the fairest 
of men, the cleverest of men, of all men the best." 
Then they would say, " What then of him?" He 
ansvvered, " He comes into my mind whenever I hear 
mention of good men, for so have I found him to 
be in all things." 



NOTES TO THE SAGA. 

Note A. 

He c arne soici/i,' Isleif can only have been one and 
twenty when this took place, as that must have been in the latest 
year of Olaf the Saint, (1027,) but Isleif had then been newly 
ordained to the priesthood. 

Note B. 

" Tithes were ihere none," &c. That is difficult to say, how 
t|ier

1
e wfs at thls cure : it is known that tithes were not 

taken by law before 1096, in the days of Gizur, so that is correct: 
but there were no tolls in Iceland as far as we know, unless that 
money is so called which men gave or ordered to be given, in all 
the land, to the sees, immediately they were founded. But in 
all mention of this it is said that outgoings were great from the 
sees, but receipts both scanty and ill furnished. Both landsmen 
and bishops were very poorly off, by the account of «Hungrvaka.' 
But Adam of Bremen says otherwise : he says, "They (the Ice 
landers) have their Bishop for king, and all people do after his 
betokening, and hold that for law which he appoints on GOD'S 
behaif, or according to the Scriptures, or after the customs of 
other nations This it need hardly be guessed, must be exag-
geration. About Isleif Adam says in the same place : " At the 
prayer of the kndsmen he (the Archbishop Adalbert) ordained 
the hohest man, by name Isleif; he was sent out of the country 
to the pope and was by him kept there for a time in the greatest 
honour, and taught meanwhile that which he might most salu-

c" Ry,s?'h (Ad™ bM '1 t0 

Note C. 

" John Ogtnuncison," &*c. In the Saga of S. John the Bishon it 
says of this much the same as here, thus ; " Now it needs be saki 

Kshon ̂  V h11017 BishoPJoI
1
in had honoured his fosterfather 

Bishop Isleif, because so say thoughtful and learned men that 
this was on Bishop John's lips immediately, when he was stand-
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ing by, and men spoke among themselves of those who were 
the best; 'Bishop Isleif, my fosterfather,' said he, 'was of all 
men handsomest, of all men most eloquent, of all men best. 
Then answered those bishops who had been talking together: 
' Who spoke now, my lord, of Bishop Isleif?' But holy Bishop 
John answered, ' I shall always speak of him when I hear good 
men mentioned.' Now that is a fair testimony to Bp. Isleif, 
that a holy man should so speak of him, but a great^honour to 
Bp. John, that such a man should have fostered him." 

Note D. 

In the Saga of Gunnlaug the monk, cap. 6, it stands thus : 
" It is due to say something of this, what manner of man was Isleif, 
fosterfather of Bishop John, because it was said by those men 
who knew, that this was ever on the lips of Bishop John, &c. 
(Vide Note C.) 

* 



h u n g r v a k a  

(THE HUNGER-WAKER.) 

BEING CHRONICLES OF THE FIRST FIVE BISHOPS OF 
SKALHOLT. 

D 





TRANSLATOR'S NOTE TO HUNGRVAKA. 

THIS quaint and interesting chronicle is next in order 

to the Story of Bishop Isleif. It records the history 
of the establishment of the Episcopal Sees of Skalholt 

and Hol, and the lives of the first five Bishops of 

Skalholt. 
We in this age of travelling, of steam communi-

cation with every known land, can but wonder at and 
admire the zeal and courage of the old native clergy 
of Iceland, as we read of their multifold "farings" 
across the wild north sea. Those who have any, 
even though slight practical acquaintance with Ice­
land to-day, who know how with all her splendour of 
scenery and natural phenomena she is barren of many 
ordinary resources for building and beautifying, can 
estimate in some small degree the energy and labour 
and expense incurred by these hardy architects and 
artists before their homely shrines could be ordered 
and arranged with the decency and decoration suit-
able to the House of GOD. Those "great trees," 
hewn in Norway, that were brought over "in tvvo 
ships," were no easily obtained or uncostly offering. 
Think of the days and nights of tossing and tacking, 
the risks and toils endured before the ships found 
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their desired haven, and the timber and the bells and 
other furnishings were landed, to be carried to their 
destination over moor and moss, through swamp and 
river, by the much enduring ponies ! In no other 

country in Europe, at any rate, could the dangers and 
difficulties be quite identical with these, since the 
situation of the island is unique; but there can be no 
doubt that the churchmen, lay and cleric, rose to the 

occasion, and came behind in no gift of love and 

devotion. 
They are not left without witness to-day, Any one 

visiting the Museum at Reykjavik cannot but be 
struck by the preponderance of ecclesiastical above 
any other relics or curiosities. There is the font 

from Skalholt.1 It is made of oak, octagonal, with a 
strong boldly-fashioned foot and base. The panels are 
painted with cherubs, and round the upper rim is the 
text, " Suffer little children, &c.," in Icelandic. The 
pulpit, of the same style of workmanship, is also there. 

A very beautifully-embroidered frontal, supposed to 
be the one presented by Bishop Klæng, and looking 
old enough, hangs near; and the number of worked 
vestments, carvings, crucifixes, and hangings enable 
us to realize the descriptions of the old sagas as to the 
plentiful furnishing and decorations of the churches. 
Much of the altar plate, and other treasures, have 

besides been removed to Copenhagen. 
At least they are reverently preserved, and the 

relics in the Museum safe, one would hope, from 
removal; but owing to the poverty of the country 

1 The design on the cover represents this font. 
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people there is danger of the silver ornaments gradu-
ally being lost to the land. The native silver is much 
prized by collectors; and though these may at present 
be few, there have been instances when even old 
church plate has been sold, and such treasures once 

lost and dispersed are little likely to be recovered. 
May Iceland but guard faithfully those that remain 
to her! 

If the effort at rendering these histories accessible 
to English readers shall prove indeed a " Hunger-
waker," in causing increased curiosity and interest re-
garding the old Church of Iceland, the work of trans-
lating will be amply repaid. 

My grateful acknowledgments are due to my friend 
Mr. Helgi Pjétursson, for assistance in construing 
some obscure or doubtful passages in the Sagas. 





hungrvaka .  

HERE BEGINS " HUNGER-WAKER." 

i. THIS little book I call Hunger-waker, because it 
must prove such to many uninstructed and therefore 
ignorant men who shall read it, since it will create 
a great desire to know the origin and life of those men 
of mark, whereof in this writing will shortly be told. 
For I have nearly always endeavoured to write that 
which I had firmly in remembrance; and to this end 
have I put together this little book, that those things 
may not altogether fall out of my remembrance, which 
I have heard say on this subject by that learned man 
Gizur Hall's son, and of which other renowned men 
besides have told the histories. 

And secondly, this writing is intended to allure 
young men to whom our speech is known, to read 
that which is written in the Norse; laws, or stories, 
or genealogies. I set this down in writing rather 
than other information which has before been set 
down, because it seems to me of the highest import­
ance for my children and other young men to know 
in what manner and with what customs Christianity 
has here been spread and increased, and bishops' 
sees established in Iceland; and then to know what 
remarkable men the bishops have been who lived 
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here, as I intend now to tell. And I am constrained 
to write how the see has been strengthened and in-
creased at Skalholt, and of the counsels of those men 
who have had charge of it; since by GOD'S grace I 
have from them got all my luck in this world. For it 
seems to me as if to wise men this little book must 
be even likened to a horn-spoon : because that is the 
most awkward thing if it be imperfectly made; and 
the fairest thing when it is well finished. And those 
men who thus take pleasure in this little book may 
use it to amuse themselves and others, who would 
rather listen to it humbly than venture on what they 
happen to come across when they are sufifering from 
dulness; because many a man experiences this, if he 
would seek for himself short amusement, that he 
comes afterwards to long repentance. I think it best 
that the reader should select what is most becoming 
in this information, and that he should then amuse 
himself with, and retain in his memory what he likes, 
but should forget that which does not fall in with his 
humour. And it appears to me best to beseem such, 
that he should seek to improve that which he thinks 
unworthily written, and that he may know somewhat 
better; rather than that one should slight it or hold 
it in contempt, who neither will take nor have any 
trouble to improve it. And therefore have I likened 
this to a horn-spoon, because there seems to me to 
be remarkable interest in it; yet I grant that there is 
much in it that needs improving; and I shall endea-
vour, while I am capable, to better it. It is due that 
I should say that to my error and carelessness it is 
owing, if there is anything in this history found to 
be written wrongly; and not to the fault of those 
men from whom I have received this information. 
But that is an old proverb : " The house before the 
householdtherefore I tell first how the farm was 
built at Skalholt, and after, of them who have held 
the see. 
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2. Ketilbjorn the old lived at Mosfell, and had 
many children. Teit hight a son of Ketilbjorn. He 
was such a lucky man, that he built that farm first 
which is called Skalholt, that now is the finest farm in 
all Iceland. That was another good fortune of his, 
that he had for son Gizur the white, who came with 
Christianity to Iceland, and lived at Skalholt after his 
father Teit. Gizur the white had three wives.- First 
he married Halldora, daughter of Hrolf from Gaut-
land ; their daughter was Vilborg, who married Hjalti, 
Skeggi's son. Gizur had then an Orkney wife who 
was called Thordis, and their son was Ketil, who 
married Thorkatla Skapti's daughter. Gizur married 
afterwards Thordisa daughter of Thorod the good at 
Hjalla in Olfus, and they two had many children : 
their son was Isleif; him Gizur sent abroad, and 
placed to be taught by an abbess, in that town which 
is called Erfurth. Isleif came back to Iceland as a 
priest, and well learned ; he married, and took to 
wife Dalla, Thorward's daughter, of As. They had 
three sons, Gizur was the name of one, who was after­
wards bishop; the second hight Teit, that dwelt in 
Haukadale ; the third hight Thorvald, that dwelt in 
Hraungerd, a mickle chief. Gizur the white had the 
first church built at Skalholt, and was buried there at 
that church; but Isleif dwelt at Skalholt after his 
father. Isleif was a handsome man to look at and 
friendly with every one, and all his life just and wise 
in counsel, liberal and beneficent, but never wealthy. 
But when Isleif was fifty years old, and Iceland had 
not long been christianized, then he was bidden to 
fare out, and chosen to be bishop by all the people 
of Iceland. After that he fared out, and went south 
to Saxony, and visited Henry the emperor, Conrad's 
son, and gave him a white bear that had come from 
Greenland, and that beast was the greatest present : 
and the emperor gave Isleif his brief with the seal of 
all his kingdom, Afterwards he fared to visit Leo 
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the Pope.1 And the Pope sent a brief to Adalbert 
archbishop of Bremen2 that he should give Isleif 
bishop's orders on Whitsunday; and the Pope said 
this might be hoped for, through GOD'S mercy, that 
long honour might accrue to that bishopric if the first 
bishop for Iceland were consecrated on that day when 
GOD adorned all the world with the Gift of the HOLY 
SPIRIT : and Isleif was ordained bishop on that day, 
at the Pope's bidding, by Adalbert, archbishop of 
Bremen, fourteen nights3 before Columba's mass ; and 
the archbishop gave him all that outfit which he 
needed to have with the office of bishop, according 
to that which the Pope had sent word to do, and the 
emperor. 

After that Isleif fared out that same summer to 
Iceland,4 and set his bishop's chair at Skalholt. He 
had much distress in many ways in his bishopric, on 
account of disobedient men; this may be some token 
in what straits he has been, on account of unbelief 
and disobedience, and bad customs of his subordi-
nates : that the law-speaker5 had married a mother 
and daughter both; and therefore some men laid 
themselves out in sea-roving and ships of war, and 
men took much scandal by that to one another, those 
that now must think it a bad example, if men were 
concerned in such. In the days of Bishop Isleif, 
bishops came out of other lands, and lived much more 
laxly than Bishop Isleif, therefore they became friendly 
with bad men; wherefore Archbishop Adalbert sent 
a brief to Iceland, and forbade men to receive any 
service from them, anddeclared some to be excommu-
nicate; but they all fared without his permission.6 

In the days of Bishop Isleif, came out that bishop 
who was cailed Kol,7 and he died here. He was. 

1 Note A. 2 Note B. 
3 Note C. 4 Note D. 
5 Probably Gellir Bolverk's son. 6 Note E. 
7 Note F. 
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buried at Skalholt, and that was the first church here 
in the land adorned with an honoured man's grave, 
which may rightly be called spiritual mother of all 
other consecrated houses in Iceland. Bishop Isleif 
had always difficulty in living for means ; there was 
little income, but much outgoing, and therefore it was 
always hard for him to live. Many men placed their 
sons with him to be taught, and they were afterwards 
good clerics; and two became bishops : Kol at Vikr 

eastward in Norway, and John, bishop of Hol. 
But when Isleif had been bishop twenty-four winters, 

he took a sickness at the Althing, at mass, so severe 
and quickly that he had immediately to put off his 
mass-clothes ; and Guthorm the priest, son of Finnolf's 
son out of Laugardale, put on the mass-clothes at the 
bishop's counsel, and began the mass where the 
bishop left off, and finished mass. Afterwards the 
bishop was brought home to Skalholt, and his room 
was made ready in the church. Men went there for 
holy counsel with him, both about choosing the bishop, 
and those other things that they thought it necessary 
to speak to him about; and he laid that counsel 
thereto, that they should pray Guthorm the priest to 
fare abroad, and said that he was the best suited of 
those men, who were there gathered together; but 
said so, that it was a slow destiny to be bishop in 
Iceland, if things were not more seemly with him who 
afterwards should come to it, than they had been with 
himself. 

The latter part of Bishop Isleif's life brought many 
things to his hånds which much increased his honour 
before those men who could perceive it \ because 
many mad men were brought to him who went away 
healed after their visit. He blessed ale which had an 
ill flavour, and it was thenceforward good for drinking ; 
and many another such-like thing he took in hand, 
though I cannot now tell what; and the wisest men 
thought therein lay the greatest craft. 
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Isleif was ordained bishop when he was fifty years 
old j1 then was Harald Sigurd's son king over Nonvay. 
Bishop Isleif died on Sunday, in the church at Skal­
holt, at mid-day, three nights2 before Seljaman's day. 
He had then been bishop twenty-four winters, and he 
was buried beside the grave of Bishop Kol. This was 
1073 years from the birth of CHRIST. 

3. It is mentioned that bishops came from abroad 
to Iceland, in the days3 of Bishop Isleif; but only 
Frederic had come thither before, as the sagas have 
set forth. But these have so come, that men have 
distinctly known : John, the Irish bishop, and some 
men hold it for true that he fared afterwards to Vin­
land, and there turned many men to GOD ; and was 
thereafter taken and scourged, and both hånds and 
feet cut off, and at last beheaded, and fared through 
that martyrdom to GOD. The third bishop that came 
to Iceland was Bjarnvard Vilrad's son, who was cailed 
the book-learned ; and some men say that he was from 
England, and had followed Olaf the holy, and had 
afterwards at his counsel fared to Iceland. The fourth 
was bishop Rudolf, who some say hight Ulf, and was 
of a family of Ruda4 out of England ; he was nineteen 
winters in Iceland, and dwelt at Bæ in Borgarfirth. 
Fifthly came to Iceland Bishop Henry, and was two 
winters in Iceland.5 The sixth was Bernhard the 
Saxon bishop, and he was with King Magnus the 
good, Olafs son. He fared thereafter to Iceland, 
and was here twenty winters. He had two dwelling-
places in Vatnsdal; at Gilja and Steinstad. He 
hallowed many things, of which much of mark has 
been told; churches and chimes. bridges and burns, 
woods and waters, boulders and bells ;6 these things 
are thought to have brightened the lustre of his honour. 

1 Note G. 2 Note H. 3 Note I. 
4 Note J. 5 Note K. 
6 I have tried to follow the aliiterative construclion of the 

original sentence here.—TRANSLATØR. 
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Bernhard was in Iceland while King Harald Sigurd's 
son was in Norway, because they were not agreed. 
Afterwards he fared abroad, and to the court of Olaf 
the peaceful, the king, son of Harald; and then he 
travelied to Rome at the king's prayer, and interceded 
for the dead. When he returned the king appointed 
him bishop in Selja, but afterwards he fared to Bergen, 
and died there, and it is told that he has been the 
most distinguished man. 

4. In the days of Bishop Isleif there were many and 
great events. There was in Norway the fall of the 
holy Olaf the king : there was eke the death of King 
Magnus the good, son of King Olaf, and he died in 
Denmark, and his body was brought north to Ni-
daross at Thrandheim. They both died before Isleif 
was bishop, but after he was bishop fell King Harald 
Sigurd's son in England, and a little after Harald 
Godwin's son : there died Magnus the king, son of 
Harald Sigurd's son, and Sweyn Ulfs son, the Dane 
king, and Thorkell Eyjulf's son, Gellir Bolverk's son, 
Thorstein Kuga's son,1 Snorri the good, and other 
famous men. 

5. Gizur, son of Bishop Isleif was born at Skalholt, 
but he was taught in Saxony, and ordained priest 
while yet young. But when he came out to Iceland 
he married, and took Steinun Thorgrim's daughter, 
who had before been married to Thorir Brodi's son, 
and they dwelt first at Hof in Vapnafirth. Gizur was 
a mickle man of growth, and stout; bright-eyed and 
somewhat open-eyed : of dignified appearance and the 
most beneficent of men, strong and prudent. Gizur 
was perfect in all those things that a man ought 
to know ; he was a great seaman the first part of his 
life, while Isleif lived ; and wasalways much esteemed 
wherever he went, and was amongst famous men, when 
he was out of the country. 

King Harald, Sigurd's son, was then king in Nor-
1 Note L. 
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way; and he spoke those words about Gizur that he 
said it so seemed to him that he was best suited to 
bear whatever name of honour might be allotted to 
him. To Rome they fared both together, before they 
fared to Iceland. Gizur was not in the same country 
when his father died, and he came out next summer 
before the Althing in Rangarmouth, and he was certain 
nights on board ship, and would not ride to the Thing, 
while there was no one chosen bishop at the Thing. 
But the chiefs bade Guthorm the priest to fare abroad, 
after they thought Bishop Isleif had rather fixed it, 
and it was so at last, therefore, that he consented, if 
there were thought to be no difficulty about the 
choice. 

When as Gizur learnt that Guthorm the priest was 
chosen for faring abroad, then he rode to the Thing, 
But as Gizur came to the Thing, Guthorm the priest 
went to the pavement in front of the church, and 
declared there before all the assembly that there 
should be no choosing of his going abroad unless 
Gizur was chosen too. The whole meeting then 
turned to Gizur and bade him fare abroad; but he 
declined in many ways, though it came to this at 
last that he consented to take this difficult task upon 
him ; but all the chiefs told him that he should 
hearken to all GOD'S command, which He bids, if 
bishop's orders were granted to him. 

After that he fared out that same summer. But 
when he came to Saxony, all office had been taken 
from Leonard the archbishop. Therefore he went to 
visit Gregory the Pope,1 and told him all the state of 
the case regarding his journeys, and those difficulties 
that there seemed to be in many ways. And the Pope 
sent Gizur therefore to the hånds of Hardwig, arch­
bishop of Magdeburg in Saxony, and bade that he 
should give him bishop's ordination, and he received 
him with much grace and honour, and ordained him 

1 Gregory VII. (Hildebrand) was Pope 1073 ^5. 
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bishop1 four nights before the later feast of S. Mary. 
He was then forty years old, and the archbishop gave 
him all that which he most clearly needed. 

After that Gizur fared out to Iceland, and all the 
people received him joyfully. He took so great 
honour and esteem, early in his bishop's orders, and 
so would every man sit or stand as he bade, young 
and old, rich and poor, women and men, that it is 
correct to say that he was both king and bishop over 
the land while he lived. He had not all the land at 
Skalholt to live on first for some time, because Dalla 
his mother wished to dwell on her part of the land 
while she lived. But when she was dead and the 
bishop owned all the land, then he laid it all to that 
church which is in Skalholt, and which he him-
self had had built, thirty ells long, and dedicated 
to the Apostle Peter ; and many other gifts Gizur gave 
to that church, both in lands and money, and said 
afterwards that there should always be a bishop's chair 
there, while Iceland is inhabited and Christianity may 
endure. Bishop Gizur gave to the church of Skalholt 
a white cope of costly stuff, that was long afterwards 
the best, and many other gifts. 

6. These men were contemporary with Bishop 
Gizur: Sæmund the priest in Oddi, who was both 
prudent and best learned of all men. The second, 
Markus Skeggi's son,2 speaker of the law, he was the 
greatest speaker and skald. They gave counsel to-
gether, and gave the chiefs such advice, that it was 
made law for men to tithe their property every half-
year, and all the legal interest of their cattle, as is the 
custom in other lands wherein Christian men dwell. 
And with their judgment and wise decree was that 

1 The consecration day of Gizur was therefore 4th September. 
Now that agrees excellently, because precisely in the year 1082 
4thSept.fell upon Sunday (the I2th after Trinity), the next winter 
after Gizur was in Russia and came home 1083. 

2 Note M. 
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legal conclusion reached, that men were placed under 
a tithe tribute, and which should be afterwards divided 
into four parts ; one part to the hånds of the bishop, 
the second to the church, the clergy should have the 
third part, and the poor the fourth : and there has not 
been a like foundation so wise and useful in Skalholt 
as the tithe-tribute, which has been contributed by the 
benevolence and generosity of Bishop Gizur. Steinun 
Thorgrim's daughter had the ordering of the house-
hold in Skalholt within doors, while Bishop Gizur 
ruled over the see ; but Dalla, while Bishop Isleif lived. 
But vvhen Bishop Gizur had been seated at his see 
twenty winters, the people in the northern distriet 
prayed him that they should be granted a bishop to 
themselves alone ; and to set the second bishopric 
there in the northland quarter, and all the dues, and 
that there should be two sees in Iceland; and ex-
pressed this hope secondly, that the land might seldom 
or never be bishopless, if there were two sees. And 
that request Bishop Gizur granted under GOD, to 
the Northlanders : and there was afterwards chosen 
bishop, by GOD and good men, John the priest son 
of Ogmund, and he fared abroad with the brief of 
Bishop Gizur, and sought Pope Paschal ̂  and he 
was ordained bishop by Ozur,2 archbishop of Lund 
in Skaney, two nights before SS. Philip and James's 
day. John fared thereafter to Iceland and set the 
bishop's chair at Hol at Hjaltadale in Skagafirth. 

Gizur the bishop caused the bonders3 to be counted 
in Iceland; those that had to discharge the fees for 
travelling to the Thing : and there were 700 in East-
firth quarter, but 1000 in Southfirth quarter, 900 in 
Westfirth quarter, but in the Northland quarter 1200, 
and that was the largest number of men in equal tale. 

1 Paschal II. was Pope 1099—1118. 
2 The archbishop's chair was set at Lund, 1104, and Ozur 

was the first archbishop. 
3 i. e. farmers or householders. 
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7. But when Bishop Gizur was seventy-five he 
took such a severe sickness that he could not rise 
out of his bed, and he was not able to go to the 
meeting. He sent therefore word to his friends and 
all the principal men at the Althing, that men should 
pray Thorlak the priest, the son of Runolf, to fare 
abroad. But he excused hitnself, both for humility's 
sake, and many other things. Yet so the discussion 
ended, that he consented to undertake that if it were 
the bishop's counsel. Thereafter Bishop Gizur let 
preparation be made for his journey, until he were in 
all respects well fitted out, and gave hitn his brief to 
go to Archbishop Ozur. And the sickness increased 
upon Bishop Gizur, and became hard and virulent and 
painful, and great sores brake out on his skin all over 
him, and great pain and discomfort followed. And 
as his illness advanced, and men thought they heard 
his bones rattle as he moved, then went Steinun his 
housewife to the bedside and asked on what mighty 
man she might call that he should pray for her 
husband. But the bishop answered, "They shall 
only call upon GOD as my sickness ever increases, 
that I may be able to bear it: because there would be 
no use," said he, " to pray against GOD'S chastisement, 
since my life nearly comes to an end, and much else 
into the bargain." He was also asked where he 
wished to be buried : but he answered with acknow-
ledgment and much humility, "Bury me not near 
my father, because I am not worthy to lie beside 
him." 

Then he arranged all things after the way in which 
he wished them to be, before he died. His sons 
had all died before him, except Bodvar. Groa, his 
daughter, lived after him, and was given in marriage 
to Ketil, Thorstein's son. 

Gizur was consecrated bishop when he was forty 
years of age; then Olaf the peaceful was king in 
Nor way, the son of Harald Sigurd's son. Bishop 
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Gizur died the third day of the week, tvvelve nights 
before S. Columba's day. He had then been bishop 
thirty-six winters. He was buried beside his father. 
This was MI years from the birth of CHRIST. SO it 
befell to many men who had been near at the death 
of Gizur the bishop that they never forgot it while 
they lived. And it was agreed by all that a recom-
pense could never be made him ; but it has also been 
the opinion of all wise men that he has been, by 
the grace of GOD and his own responding to it, the 
noblest man in Iceland, both of learned and unlearned 
men. 

8. In the year when Bishop Gizur died, there died 
also Pope Paschal, and Baldwin, king of Jerusalem; 
Arnhall, patriarch of Jerusalem; Alexius, king of 
Greece; Philip, king of Sweden.1 There was also 
much bad weather. There was such a storm about 
Holy Week that the clergy might not perform the 
service in the northern part of the country on Good 
Friday; and a merchant ship was cast up under 
Eyjafell, and it turned aloft and came down keel 
upwards; and but few men could take Corpus Do-
viini on Easter Day, but some were out. Another 
storm came as men rode to the Althing, and killed 
men's cattle in the north country; the church was 
also destroyed at Thingvellir, for which King Harald 
Sigurd's son had given wood. That summer thirty-
five ships came to Iceland, but eight came to Norway 
about the autumn-tide after Michaelmas. With that 
grew such a number of men in Iceland, that there was 
much distress caused in many districts. So thought 
many of the wisest men, that Iceland would decline 
after the death of Bishop Gizur, as Rome after the fall 
of Pope Gregory. But the fall of Bishop Gizur fore-
boded an age of all suffering in Iceland, of distress, 
both in shipwrecks and loss of life, and scathe of 
cattle, which followed it; and after that dissension 

1 Note N. 



Hungrvaka. 5 1  

and law-breaking, and thereby such death of men in 
all the land, that the like had never been seen since 
the land was inhabited. Tvvo winters after the death 
of Gizur, the bishop, Haflidi Mar's son1 was wounded 
at the Althing, and there was no judgment taken that 
summer on the affair. 

9. Bodvar alone lived of the sons of Bishop Gizur 
when he died ; but his other sons died before him : 
Teit, Asgerd, Thord and John. Groa also lived long 
after, and became a nun, and died at Skalholt in the 
days of Bishop Klæng. During the episcopate of 
Bishop Gizur were many great events : the death of 
the holy Knut the king at Fjon, and Benedict his 
brother ; William, England's king : the death of Olaf 
the peaceful, and Hakon Magnusson in Norway : the 
fall of King Magnus bareleg west in Ireland at Ulasti: 
the translation of Saint Nicholas at Bar : the death of 
King Olaf Magnusson in Norway : the death of Earl 
Magnus the holy: the death of the law-speakers, 
Markus and Ulfhedin; also of Teit Isleif's son, and 
the other sons of Bishop Isleif; a fiery eruption of 
Hekla, and many other great tidings, though here 
they be not written.2 

10, Thorlak, Runolfs son, Thorlak's son, Thora-
rin's son, son of Thorkell " Scothead," and son of 
Hallfrid Snorra's daughter, Karlsefni's son, was brought 
up with his father in childhood, but he was taught in 
Haukdale. He was early intelligent and well-man-
nered, and endeared to all good men. He was a 
very prayerful man, even at an early age, and quick at 

1 Note O. 
2 The dates of these events are : death of Canute the holy, 

1087 ; William the Bastard, the same year ; of Olaf the peaceful, 
1093; of Hakon Magnusson, 1094; of Magnus Barefoot, 1103; 
of Magnus, Earl of the Isles, n 15; King Olaf Magnusson, 
the same year ; of Markus the law-speaker, 1107, 14 Oct. ; of 
Ulfhedin, 1116; Teit Isleifs son the priest, the brother of 
Ari, died 1110. The first eruption of Hekla was in 1104. 
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scholarship. He was devoted to priestly learning. 
Mild was he and humble, and not meddlesome, of wise 
counsel and sincere with all those who were around 
him, meek and merciful towards those who needed it, 
pious and prudent in most things, both for himself 
and others. Thorlak wanted two winters of his fortieth 
year when he was chosen bishop : and it may from 
this be observed what sort of man he was, whom that 
man chose as most suitable who was wisest and noblest, 
that was most intimate with him, that is to say. Bishop 
Gizur. 

Thorlak was of middle height, long-faced and with 
light chestnut hair, well-favoured, but not cailed a 
handsome man by every one, nor the most noble in 
the account of most men. And when he came out 
of the country, it was so said that there must be little 
choice of men in the land, and he seemed to them 
not fit to send for such dignity : but he answered him­
self, that it had not come to this; and he thought it 
most important that he had hidden his faults more 
from men than from GOD. And from this answer men 
thought they perceived that he must be very suitable 
for such honour. 

And when he came into the presence of Ozur the 
archbishop, then he saw quickly what Thorlak was, 
and received him with much grace and honour, yet 
he made some delay about his ordination, and told 
him he could not ordain a second bishop to a see ; 
nevertheless, at the command sent by Bishop Gizur, 
he gave him consecration, and would not ordain him 
to the see at which there was another bishop : and 
bade him choose himself a see that he might be 
ordained thereto; yet he gave permission that he might 
be at Skalholt, if Gizur the bishop allowed him, if 
he were alive when Thorlak returned. Thorlak was 
ordained bishop three nights before SS. Philip and 
James's day, and he was appointed to the see of 
Reykjaholt in Borgarfirth. He was consecrated in 
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Denmark thirty days before Bishop Gizur died in 
Skal holt.1 

II. Bishop Thorlak fared to Iceland that same 
summer that he was ordained, and men received him 
gladly, as was due. He kept the same humility in his 
bishop's estate as he had had before, and all his 
virtues increased, and in nothing diminished while he 
lived. He took many men to teach, and they became 
good priests, and in many things he strengthened 
Christianity in Iceland. 

When Thorlak the bishop had been three vvinters 
at his see at Skalholt, John Ogmund's son, the bishop 
of Hol, died, and there was afterwards chosen in his 
stead Ketil Thorstein's son; and he went abroad 
south to Denmark, and was there consecrated bishop 
ten nights after Candlemas,2 and came to Iceland the 
same summer after. 

Thorlak the bishop prepared the way for this in 
his days, that there were set in writing the history of 
the founding of Christianity, with the help of the 
wisest men in the country, and the co-operation of 
Ozur, the archbishop, and they were both concerned 
in the forvvarding of it, Bishops Thorlak and Ketil; 
and many another thing there was, that they ordered 
and arranged in their days concerning the customs of 
their countrymen. He offered to foster a child of 
Hall Teit's son in Haukdale; and therefore Gizur 
Hall's son3 went to Skalholt, and the bishop was 
as tender with him as if he were his son, and foretold 
of him what afterwards followed, that such a man of 

1 The Ordination day of Bishop Thorlak is therefore the 28th 
of April (2nd Sunday after Easter), 1118, but Gizur the bishop 
died on Tuesday, 28th of May. 

2 The Consecration day of Bishop Ketil was the ist Sunday 
in Lent, xath of February, 1122. 

3 From this we may mark the age of Gizur Hall's son. He 
was seven winters old at the death of Bishop Thorlak, and can 
scarcely have been younger, for he lived to 80, and lived in the 
time of five bishops in Skalholt. j 
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mark might hardly be found in Iceland; and this was 
aftervvards proved. 

The same priest always served Bishop Thorlak 
while he lived and was bishop; one hight Tjorvi, 
who was Bodvar's son, a very famous man, and he 
had been before with Bishop Gizur. And it may be 
seen from that, and other his daily noble behaviour, 
how unfailing he was in good during his life. He 
sang every day thirty of the psahns, distinctly and 
intelligently, and in the midst of this he taught or 
wrote, or read the Holy Scriptures, or gave healing 
advice to those men who needed it, and came to visit 
him : never was he unoccupied. Ready he was with 
ahns, but cailed close-fisted by every one, although he 
yet never spared money to the needs of all necessary 
things. 

12. But when Bishop Thorlak was three winters 
less than fifty years old, he took ill after that, and lay 
in the sleeping-place where he was wont to sleep, and 
his learned men. And as his sickness began to -in-
crease, he bade be read aloud to him that book which 
is called Cura pastoralis; Pope Gregory wrote that 
book, and sets forth plainly how in all things that 
man shall fare, who shall be the director of other 
men; and men thought that he attended better to 
preparing for his death than before that book was 
read. He prepared afterwards for his death as he 
chose himself, and people generally did not know 
what went forward in all his sickness until his death. 

Thorlak was ordained bishop in the days of Pope 
Gelasius,1 he was then three winters less than forty. 
He died the day before S. Bridget's2 day, having then 

1 Gelasius succeeded Paschal, and was one year Pope, and 
died 1119, 29thofJune. 

2 S. Bridget's is the ist of February, and the date of Thorlak's 
death was therefore the 3ist of January, but in the list of dates 
it is set down as ist of February, or S. Bridget's day itself; 
and we do not know whether of the two is the true. 
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been bishop fifteen winters ] and was buried beside 
the first bishops. Then were Eystein, and Sigurd 
the Jerusalem-farer, kings in Norway. It was then 
1126 winters from the Birth of CHRIST. 

This event happened in the northern part of the 
country, the same day that Bishop 1 horlak died, that 
at that same time a pious and worthy priest, hight 
Arni, son of Bjorn Karleif's son, fared on his way : he 
heard fair singing up in heaven above him, and 
there was sung this cantilena of Bishop Lambert, 
"  S i c  a n i m a m  c l a r i s  c æ l o r u m  r e d d i d i t  a s t r i s a n d  
it was known, and proved thereto, that no man had 
been in the vicinity. Many men thought there was 
much in this circumstance, and let it never fall out of 
remembrance. 

There is much that is remarkable and honourable 
to say of Bishop Thorlak Runolf's son. During his 
episcopate there were tidings that the holy John, 
bishop of Hol, had died, and King Eystein and Sigurd 
the Jerusalem-farer. The priest Sæmund the pious 
died the same spring, as Thorlak the bishop died the 
winter before : there were also the deaths of 1 horstein 
Hallvard's son, and Thorarin Ivard's son. There 
died Bergthor the law-speaker. There was the law-
suit of Haflidi Mar's son and Thorgil Oddi's son ; there 
was also their reconciliation.1 Many chiefs were a 
distress to Bishop Thorlak for their disobedience, and 
some for dishonesty and law-breaking, but he arranged 
all in the best manner. ? 

13. Magnus was the son of Einar Magnus son, 
Thorstein's son, son of Hall of Side, and of I hurid 
Gil's daughter, Hafr's son, Sverting's son, Hafr-Bjorn's 
son, Molda-Gnup's son. Magnus was brought up with 

1 These events happened in the following years : death of 
Bishop John, 1121 ; of King Eystein, 1122 ; of Sigurd, the 
Jerusalem-farer, 113° j 0f Sæmund the learned, 'I33 5 ,-'ie 

slaying of Thorstein, Hallvard's son, 1119* the death 01 lieig-
thor, the law-speaker, 1123. 
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Einar his father, and Oddny his step-mother, the 
daughter of priest Magnus, Thord's son from Reyk-
jaholt. It is said that they loved him most of all 
their children. Magnus was set to books, and hallowed 
with all orders, before he was priest. Magnus was a 
comely man of face, and rather a tall man in growth, 
fair-eyed and well-limbed, amiable and pleasant, and 
noblest of all men in appearance and manners. He 
was gentle and humble with all, large-minded and 
steadfast of soul, full of good counsel, attached to his 
kinsmen, much learned and clear of speech. He was 
tried and well-experienced in both household affairs 
and journeys, and he was always conciliatory to all 
men, however he was bested with the words of men, 
and spared neither his word nor his wealth. And 
whereas Bishop Thorlak had died in the winter, 
Magnus was chosen bishop the summer after; and 
that summer he thought to go abroad, and was cast 
back at Blondamouth, and was there at Skalholt 
through the winter, and fared to Norway the next 
summer after. That summer he fared out, and they 
three, he, Magnus Sigurd's son, and Harald Gilli 
landed at Fyrileif, and Harald pushed south to Den­
mark. Magnus, the bishop elect, fared to Denmark 
the same autumn, and gave gifts to Harald the king, 
and was taken much into his friendship. 

Magnus went to visit Archbishop Ozur, and he 
received him honourably, and ordained him bishop 
on S. Simon's day. The next winter Magnus was 
bishop in Sarpsburg, till King Harald was in the 
country; then he fared to him, and the king received 
him joyfully, and with the greatest honour and favour; 
and he was with him there till he fared back to Ice-
land, and therewith valuable gifts from the king : a 
loving-cup, which weighed eight marks, and thereafter 
was made into a chalice, and many other gifts \ because 
the king was liberal and large-hearted with his friends. 
Bishop Magnus came to Iceland about the time of 
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the Althing, and came to Eyjafirth and rode to the 
Thing, and came there where men were at the court 
of justice, and were not come to an agreement about 
a certain matter; but there came a man to the court 
and said that now rides Bishop Magnus to the Thing; 
and men were so glad of this saying, that immediately 
all went home. But the bishop went afterwards to 
the court before the church, and told all men those 
tidings, what had been done in Norvvay, while he was 
abroad; and all men thought a great deal of his elo-
quence and manliness. 

It was then quickly perceived what a distinguished 
man he was in his large-mindedness and foresight, 
both in his own concerns and others; because he 
never spared money while he was bishop, to reconcile 
those who were before at variance, and took that ever 
upon him when he was in the midst of them ; and 
thus he never quarrelled with men while he was 
bishop. He retained the same humility towards all 
as before, though he was bishop, and he was there-
fore more beloved than most other men, and has 
been thereby able to do many great deeds. 

14. Bishop Magnus caused the church in Skalholt 
to be much enlarged, and consecrated afterwards, and 
there was an anniversary festival appointed at Sel-
jaman's mass ; but before it had been Holy Cross day 
in spring, when Bishop Gizur had consecrated it. 
Bishop Magnus let hangings be made to the church 
table, which he had had abroad, and that was the 
most costly treasure. He had also out that costly 
vestment, that cope which is called " skar-bending." 
He much strengthened the see with many contributions, 
which long have been the greatest good to it, both to 
the see itself, and those who have since held it. He 
bought for the see of Skalholt, Arness and Sandtongue, 
and nearly all the Westman Islands, before he died, 
and thought to set there a monastery, but he did not 
live to carry it out. But as Bishop Ketil had now 
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become full seventy, he fared to the Althing and 
commended himself to the prayers of all the learned 
men at the Synod; and therefore Bishop Magnus 
invited him home with him to Skalholt, to his dedi-
cation festival, and to that bridal which was to be, 
That feast was so choice, that the like has not been 
seen in Iceland; there was much mead mixed, and 
every other provision that might best be. But on 
Friday evening, the bishops both fared to bathe in 
the hot spring Laugaras after supper. And there 
wcre heard those tidings that Bishop Ketil had died 
there; and men thought that mickle tidings. Much 
sorrow was there to many men at that feast, whereat 
the bishop was prepared for burial. But by the 
persuasion of Bishop Magnus, they also drank to his 
renown, and that was allowed in order that they might 
the sooner forget their grief. And after that Bjorn 
Gil's son was chosen bishop of Hol, and he fared 
out with the brief of Bishop Magnus to Archbishop 
Askel, and Bjorn was consecrated bishop the next day 
after Holy Cross day in spring, and fared out hither 
that same summer, and was bishop at Hol fifteen 
winters. 

15. But when fifteen winters had elapsed after the 
death of Bishop Thorlak, Runolf's son, and Magnus 
had been bishop fourteen winters, there broke out 
such ill fortune in Iceland that there has never been 
the like for man's scathe. Magnus the bishop had 
then fared over Westfirth, and was in Hitardale at 
Michaelmas. And the day after the holy day, there 
came fire into the house about supper-time, and 
the bishop was not at first aware of it; and it seemed 
to him no safety to go out, and it was as if he would not 
do so, to fly from the fear of death which he then saw 
drawing near; for he had asked this before of Almighty 
GOD that He would spare him that death which 
he had thought imminent in that bath-martyrdom. 
Bishop Magnus lost his life there in that house-burning. 
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and with him eighty-two men.1 There died Tjorvi 
Bodvar's son, the priest, who had always served him 
during his episcopate. There were lost seven other 
priests, and all famous. 1 he bodies of the bishop 
and Tjorvi were nearly unburnt, and were both taken 
to Skalholt 3 and there were sent intelligent men from 
Fleetslithe, Paul the priest, Solva's son, and Gudmund 
Kodran's son, to tell these tidings to Hall Teit s son, 
and Eyjulf Sæmund's son, and to the other chiefs 
who were at the feast with him. They fared straight-
way to Skalholt, and came west with the bodies of the 
bishop and Tjorvi; Gudmund the priest, Brand's 
son, and Snorri Sverting's son, and more worthy men, 
and reached Skalholt by S. Denys's day. And on 
Gereonis' day were the bodies laid down beside the 
grave of the first bishop *. and it had been a sore cala-
mity that men had so to sunder, since it was nearly as 
though every one had parted with his dearest friend 
in Hitardale. 

Magnus was ordained bishop by Archbishop Ozur 
in the days of Pope Anacletus, in the days of 
King Harald Gilli and Magnus Sigurd's son, Mngs of 
Norway. He was then thirty-six years old,- and he 
died in the house-burning in Hitardale the fifth day of 
the week, one night after Michaelmas. 1 here had 
elapsed 1141 winters from the birth of CHRIST : then 
he had been fourteen winters bishop. 

16. While Magnus was bishop, the town's-people 
betrayed Harald Gilli, and there fell these two, King 
Magnus, Sigurd's son, and Sigurd " sham-deacon. 

1 Seventy-two in the annals and date-list, so there is every 
likelihood that this number is correct, and that Hungrvaka 
makes an error of ten here. _ , j • u 

These have been the six greatest burnings in Iceland in the 
olden time : Blund-Ketil's burning, 964 ; Njal's burmng ion ; 
Hitardale's burning, 1168; Longlithe's burning, 1190 ; burning 
of Thorvald in Vatnsfirth, 1228 ; and Flugumyr's burning, 1253. 

2 Magnus the bishop was therefore born in 1098, and he was 
50 when he died, 1098—1148. 
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There was the fall of Thoris Steinraod's son, and the 
death of Archbishop Ozur, and of Rafn Ulfhedin's son 
and Finn, speakers of the law, and of Henry, king of 
England, and many another event in his days which 
were mickle tidings.1 After the death of Bishop 
Magnus, the next summer, there was to be a man 
chosen bishop, and Hall, Teit's son, fared abroad; 
and spoke everywhere their speech, as if he were a 
native, wherever he went. Hall died at Trekt, where 
they fared after, and was never ordained bishop. 
When the news of his death reached Iceland, and 
men needed to choose a bishop, it was all men's 
choice, and they had advice, with the prevision of 
Bjorn bishop of Hol, that men should choose for 
bishop a north-country-man hight Klæng, who was son 
of Thorstein and Halldora, Eyjulf's daughter. 

17. Klæng was a handsome man to look at, and of 
middle height, lively and noble-looking, and the most 
learned man, He was eloquent and earnest in friend-
ship, and the greatest skald.2 He had been with 
Bishop Ketil, and had taken in many ways his good 
customs. Klæng fared out the same summer that he 
was chosen bishop, with the brief of Bishop Bjorn, to 
visit Archbishop Askel, and he ordained Klæng bishop 
twelve nights after S. Mary's day in spring, and the same 
summer after he fared to Iceland ; and there had come 
northward from Rome and all through Bar,3 Gizur 
Hall's son, and fared back with him : so that men had 
to welcome at the same time tvvo of the best treasures 
of Iceland. In two ships came out great trees, which 
Klæng the bishop let hew in Norway for that church 

1 These events now mentioned, happened in these years. 
Fall of Harald Gilli, Dec. 14, 1136; of Sigurd " sham deacon" 
and Magnus the blind, 1139; of Thoris Steinmod's son, 1136; 
death of Archbishop Ozur, 1137, and of Rafn Ulfhedin's son, 
1139 ; of Finn Hall's son, 1145 ; of Henry I., king of England, 
"35-

2 Note P. 3 ? Bavaria. 
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which he had built at Skalholt, which was in all things 
choice far above any other house that was built in 
Iceland, both in wood and workmanship. And when 
the bishop came to his see at Skalholt, he was imme-
diately so friendly with every one, that even those men 
loved him best, when he had been a short time seated 
at his see, who had rather been set against him. And 
it is not wonderful that so it should be, because he 
was large-minded, and very liberal with his friends, 
and earnest and charitable to poor men. Mild and 
humble was he with all, merry was he and witty, and 
an even-tempered man with his friends, so that con-
cessions were made to all while he was in the 
see, of whatever kind was needed. He let church-
building begin, when he had been one winter at his 
see. It seemed to other men that the contribution 
was very large towards church-building every half-year, 
both in timber-carrying, and wages for work, and 
maintenance of them that followed; and so thought 
discerning men, that all movable stock needed to be 
contributed thereto, that which was contributed to 
the see in tithes and other contributions. Such large 
contributions needed to be prepared at each half-year, 
for the sake of numbers, and hospitality and other 
outgoings, that it seemed as though all the money 
must be spent that the see owned. In the third 
quarter he had such crowded feasts, and great gifts of 
money to his friends that were both many and noble, 
that there needed almost endless money to support it. 
But Almighty GOD, Who gives all gifts from Himself, 
let nothing fall short that was needful to be had, 
both for church-building and other supplies which the 
bishop would allow to be had while he lived. These 
were the head artificers at the church at Skalholt; 
Arni, who was cailed the architect, and Bjorn Thor-
vald's son, the skilful; Illugi LeiPs son shaped and 
cut wood. And when the church was all finished, 
Runolf, the bishop's son, sang this song : 
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" Strong the Temple that is fashioned 
Unto CHRIST the Merciful; 
Firmly founded by the counsel 
Of the ruier bountiful. 
Happy fate that Igultanni1 

Here the House of GOD should build ; 
Holy Peter owns with favour 
Bjorn and Arni, workmen skilled." 

18. Bishop Klæng was also such a great lawyer, 
if he vvere sought for help, that he was a great chief, 
on account both of wisdom and eloquence; the laws 
of the land were also well known to him. For this 
reason those chiefs held everything settled that the 
bishop was in agreement with j and there was no 
great suit but what Bishop Klæng was taken into it. 

They were his trustiest friends, that were the most 
esteemed in Iceland; John Lopt's son, and Gizur 
Hall's son. Bishop Klæng also had exchange of gifts 
with the greatest princes in other lands which were in 
the vicinity, for in such things was he much beloved, 
both out of the country and in. 

And when the church was finished at Skalholt, so 
that the bishop thought it ready for consecration, the 
bishop made a great and noble feast to his friends, and 
bade thither Bishop Bjorn and the Abbot Nicholas,2 

and many chiefs, and there was the greatest crowd of 
guests : and they two, Klæng and Bjorn, hallowed the 
church at Skalholt, one without and the other within, 
and both dedicated it to Peter the Apostle, as it had 
been before, but Abbot Nicholas had the saying of the 
preamble. That was on the day of the martyrdom 
of S. Vitus. 

And after service. Bishop Klæng invited all those 
men who had been at the consecration, to have break­
fast there, whom he thought most meet; and that was 

1 Igultanni is a poetic name for the bear, so this is evidently 
a play upon the name of the architect Bjorn.—TRANSLATOR. 

2 Note Q. 
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done more out of munificence than full prudence, be-
cause that is always found to be the way to avoid many 
foolishnesses, which a wise man may well foresee with 
moderation ; and indeed they might well havegot into 
difficnlties over that, because that no fewer than seven 
hundred men had breakfast there; and the contribu-
tions were hard to estimate, but the feast was most ex­
cellent, as all those men thought who were invited to 
it; and all men of worth were sent away with great gifts. 

Bishop Klæng caused to be adorned as well as he 
possibly could that church which he had built at 
Skalholt, until it was furnished with all things. He 
had a gold chalice made, and set with gems, and gave 
to the church : he caused also the service-books to 
be written much better than they were before. That 
was all his occupation ; to teach the young priests 
(lit. priestlings) both writing, and the singing of the 
psalter, and he told them all that which was needful. 
More ascetic was he in many ways than other bishops 
had been, in vvatchings and fastings and apparel; he 
went often barefoot at night in snows and frost. 

When Klæng had been bishop ten winters, Bjorn 
bishop of Hol died two nights after S. Luke's day, 
when he had been bishop fifteen winters. But the 
summer after. Brand the priest, son of Sæmund, was 
chosen, and took abroad with him Bishop Klæng's 
brief to Archbishop Eystein, and he was ordained 
bishop S. Mary's day the later, and was at Bergen 
the winter, and also John Lopt's son; but aftervvards 
the bishop fared home the summer after, and settled at 
the see at Hol to which he was consecrated. 

19. Klæng the bishop retained till old age his 
honour and friendship, so that all honoured him 
much, those that were most worthy. But when he 
began to grovv old, there came to him a great sickness, 
and his feet first began to open with cold and sores, 
and those hardships which he had had. And as he 
began to suffer both from age and sickness, he sent 
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out his brief to Archbishop Eystein, and asked his 
leave that he should be able to hand over the mani­
fold duties of his episcopate, and take another bishop 
to the see, after the example of Bishop Gizur, But 
that word came back from the archbishop that by his 
leave should a bishop be chosen and sent out, but 
that he should keep up the performance of the ser­
vices and teaching while he was able, though he were 
not able to travel about. 

Klæng the bishop fared to the Althing, and be-
sought the chiefs there that a man should be chosen 
bishop; and that was all men's counsel that he 
should choose whom he would; and he chose Thorlak, 
Thorkell's son, who was then abbot at Thykkvaby; 
and it was mickle honour to Bishop Klæng that he 
chose this man after him, who is now canonized; and 
all may know that there has never been before any man 
his like in Iceland, except the holy Bishop Thorlak,1 

who was then to the bishopric chosen. 
Nevertheless Bishop Klæng had the superintendence 

of the see that half-year, although he was inconve-
nienced to provide for it, because there belonged 
no gifts to the see, but the outgoings were no less. 
Bishop Klæng handed over the oversight of the see, 
and placed it in the hånds of Bishop Thorlak and 
those men whom he had chosen to be with him; and 
the latter half-year that Bishop Klæng lived he hardly 
rose out of his bed, and prepared after this for his 
death, as every wise man must choose rather to do 
in long illnesses. 

Klæng was ordained bishop in the days of Pope 
Eugene,2 by Archbishop Askel and in the days of 
Eystein and Sigurd, kings of Norway; he had then 
seven winters of his fifty, and was bishop twenty-three 
winters, He died three nights after S. Matthias's 

1 Note R. 
2 Eugenius III. was Pope 1145—1153. Askeli the arch­

bishop, 1137—1177. 
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day (and four if it is not leap year); and so falls his 
time of death that it was Saturday in the Ember days 
in Lent: there had elapsed since the birth of CHRIST 
by universal reckoning, 1169; and he was buried by 
the former bishops, and the abbot Thorlak stood 
over him, both his burial and his death; and it befell 
him most fortunately in every way, that such a man 
should stand over him both in life and death as the 
holy Bishop Thorlak is now proved to be before 
GOD. 

20. Many great tidings were heard while Klæng was 
bishop, though here are not mentioned many. There 
was the fall of those brothers, Gill's sons, Norway's 
kings, Sigurd first, and then Einar, and latest Ingi; 
and the death of Archbishop John, and the fall of 
Hakon the broad-shouldered, and the death of Bishop 
Bjorn at Hol. In the days of Bishop Klæng was 
the holy Thomas, archbishop of England, martyred, 
and in his days came up the second time fire in 
Mount Hekla. There was also an earthquake that 
caused loss of life. These men of Iceland died while 
Klæng was bishop ; John Sigmund's son, and Abbot 
Hrein Paul Thord's son, and Gudmund Ketil's son, 
Bjarnhedin the priest, Sigurd's son, and Beinir his 
brother; the fall of Helgi Skapti's son, and Nicholas 
Sigurd's son was killed in Throndheim.2 Now it may 
appear to us as if there had never been so distin-
guished a man, on account of many things, in Iceland, 
as Bishop Klæng was j we must be of opinion that 
his glory must remain while Iceland is inhabited. 

Now is it come to that history which shall be told 
of the blessed Bishop Thorlak, and this story is here 
gathered and related for the edification of good men, 
as those others which heretofore are written. And so 
well as the history of each of them fares, yet there was 
never fairer example in all piaces than is to be said of 
the glorious friend of GOD, Bishop Thorlak, who rightly 

1 Note S, 2 Note T< 

F 
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may be called a sunbeam or jewel most holy, both in 
this land and also in other parts of the world. He may 
with truth be called the Apostle of Iceland, as the 
holy Patrick has been called the Apostle of Ireland; 
because they forwarded the work of the Apostles 
themselves in their teaching, and their patience both 
with disobedient and unrighteous men. 



NOTES TO HUNGRVAKA. 

Note A. 

Leo IX. was Pope 1048—1054, but Victor II. next there-
after 1055—1057. Of the year of Isleifs consecration there is 
hardly any suspicion of doubt. Ari knew him in his childhood, 
and wrote his life after the Saga of Teit, his son, and got there-
fore no faulty reckoning how long he was bishop ; and that 
Isleif died in 1080, is shown both by the Saint's day when he 
died, and also the age of Ari, as that was twelve winters; so 
that there is nothing confusing but 1056 because Victor II. was 
then Pope. But as Leo is named it must amount to this, 
that he was Pope, or that his death had at least not been heard 
of in Iceland, when Isleif fared out for his ordination. That he 
must have been delayed on his journey, may be seen by the 
words of Adam of Bremen, iv. 35. " He (Isleif) was sent from 
that land (Iceland) to the Pope, he was kept there for a while 
(aliquam diu retentus est) in the greatest honour." It is also 
likely that he has been delayed by the Emperor's chaplains, as 
he had been taken into much friendship. Henry the Emperor 
died 1056. This must be mentioned, that it is an error of Ari's 
that he names Leo VIL, because he was then long dead. 

Note B. 

Adalbert was archbishop in 1043. There is a brief from 
Victor II. to Adalbert, from 1055, wherein he gives him autho-
rity over all bishops in the northern lands, and Iceland is 
counted therewith : it may well be, that Isleif had had that 
brief with him when he came south. Adalbert died 17 March, 
1072, 

Note C. 

This is a correction : in all MSS. of Hungrvaka, stands iiij ; 
in the year 1055, Whitsunday was five nights before S. Columba's 
day (9 June) but that year does not explain it, because that falls 
in with no reckoning : for in the year 1056, Whitsunday fell 
fourteen nights before S. Columba's day, (that is 26 May) but 
on the fourth day before S. Columba's day Whitsunday has 
never fallen since 1020, so the number "iiij" is wrong ; and the 
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nearest of all numbers is, that it should be a misreading for 
XIV, rather than a wrong date, so that the X has fallen out 
(iiij for xiiij); a similar error is found later about Bishop Klæng 
(ij for vij) this has also been kept by Arni Magnus' son; in one 
Hungrvaka MS., he has written in the margin in this place : 
" lege (read) 14," and in another hehas once written xiiij in the 
margin. We have thus for certain, that Isleif has been conse-
crated fourteen nights before S. Columba's day, 1056, on Whit-
sunday. 

Note D. 

That is not right. Ari the learned says that he has been in 
Norway the next winter after, and says the same in the holy 
John's Saga after Gunlaug the Monk, and he came out the 
winter after thegreat storm, or 1057, therefore Isleif was twenty-
four winters bishop altogether, but twenty-three, when he was 
here in the country. It is the same in the list of speakers of 
the law. 

Note E. 

Ari mentions these bishops in Islendingabok, cap. 8. "Then 
there came other five, they that called themselves bishops; 
Ornolf and Godeschalk and three Armenian : Peter, and Abra­
ham, and Stephen." These have all come out after 1050, be-
cause then Adalbert had become legate in the north countries. 

Note F, 

Bishop Kol is mentioned in Viga-Glum's Saga : but it is 
hardly likely to have been true that he confirmed Viga-Glum, 
as the latter must have been dead long before. 

Note G. 

Ari says the same, and therefore Isleif was bom 1006; but 
seven years' error in Hungrvaka must have arisen because it 
counts so, as if Isleif were bom the same year that Christianity 
was taken by law, and after the reckoning of Ari that was 999 : 
according to this, the consecration of Isleif was 1049; and that 
year is laid as the foundation to all the chronology of Hungr­
vaka. 

Note H, 

This is a correction for iiij nights, as the MS. has it, because 
Seljaman's day is 8th July and the day of Isleifs death is 
reckoned 5th July in the Icelandic Calendar : also Ari frodi 
says, that he died on Sunday six nights after SS. Peter and Paul's 
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day, and that is 5th July : that is all right, because exactly in 
that year (1080) that day fell upon Sunday, but Seljaman's day 
fell then on Wednesday, 

Note I. 

"In the days" is here the same as "in the life of Isleif." 
These foreign bishops are mentioned in Islendingabok, and in 
the episcopal list in Stockholm's book. 

Note J. 

Ruda (Rouen) is in Normandy. It may be ventured that this 
is an adaptation from the name Rudolph. Normandy lay long 
under England's kings, but is never counted with England. 

Note K. 

All these five bishops were here before Isleif became bishop. 

Note L. 

The years of these deaths are : Saint Olaf, 1030 ; Magnus the 
Good, 1047 (25 Oct-) ; Harald Sigurd's son, 1066(28 Sept.); 
Harald Godwin's son, 1066 (14 Oct.); Svein Ulfs son, 1076; 
1 horstein Kuggi's son, 1026 (autumn); Snorri the good, 1031 
(spring); Thorkell Eyjulf's son, 1026 ; Gellir Bolverk'sson took 
the speaking of the law first, 1054, and held it nine summers. 
After him Gunnar the wise, and thereafter Kolbein Flosi's son ; 
after that Gellir had the office three summers, 1072—74, and 
must have died in that year, therefore the reckoning of Meli's 
book and one history that he had been speaker of the law 
1080, does not correspond with the reckoning of Ari, and does 
not at length with Meli's book itself, and must therefore be wrong. 

Note M. 

Markus Skeggi's son was the friend of Ari the learned, and 
afler his instruction he wrote his list of the law-speakers, there­
fore Ari might be well informed about him and his death, but 
Ari says that he took the speakership of law the winter after 
Bishop Gizur came out, or 1084, and had the office 24 years, 
or 1084—1107, because both years are counted in, and he died 
I4th Oct. 1107 : all the old annals say the same, and it agrees 
altogether with the age of Bishop Gizur, because after Markus 
L Ifhedin had the law-speakership nine years (1107—1116) but 
the first year of Bergthor was that meeting when Bishop Gizur 
was sick, and could not get to the Althing, and Thorlak was 
chosen bishop (1117). But in the law-speakers' list in Meli's 
book and in one insignificant paper history is said that Markus 
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died 1093, though Bergthor came (1093—99): then they were 
without a law-speaker after Meli's book eight years (1099— 
1107), then Ulfhedin (1107—1116), then Bergthor the second 
time. And the tithe law was the best witness of this, that 
Markus lived after 1093. 

Note N. 

Thus Islendingabok, cap. 10 : all the MSS. of Hungrvaka 
have here " Frank King." Philip, King of Sweden, son in law 
to Harald Sigurd's son, died 1118. Philip the Frank King 
died 1008. All these princes that are here named, died exactly 
in 1118, some earlier and some later in the year than Bishop 
Gizur. Only the year of the death of Arnald the patriarch we 
know not, but none of all these died lin, which according to 
the reckoning of Hungrvaka and Gunlaug the monk is written 
as the year of Gizur's death. 

Note O. 

Haflidi Mar's son was wounded at the Althing 1120, and there 
was great loss of life, and in the next summer 1121 Thorgil and 
Haflidi were reconciled. 

Note P. 

Klæng the bishop was a chief skald. Snorri gives some 
stanzas of his in his '' Håttatalithey are out of the song which 
Klæng had made about his seal to the episcopate. Gunlaug 
the monk mentions with great praise the authorship of Kiseng. 

Note Q. 

Nicholas Berg's son is, in the list of abbots in Stockholm's 
book, counted the second abbot at 1 hvera. He travelied far 
about the country, and after his dictation are written "Guidance 
and List of Cities" (A. Magn. 194 8vo. printed in Werlaff s 
Symbolæ ad Geogr. med. ævi, 1821, 4to. and Rafn's Antiquites 
Russes, ii. 397, 415). He died 1159. The first abbot at 
Thvera was named Hoskuld. 

Note R. 

In the saga of Bishop Thorlak the Elder, cap. 19, are like 
words, "Never had been taken up the relics nor tokens of any 
man in Iceland before those of Bishop Thorlak." Ihe relics of 
Thorlak were translated in 1198, but Bishop John s two years 
later (1200.) We think that Hungrvaka and Thorlak s saga are 
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either by the same man, or that both authors had been at the 
same time in Skalholt, and both sagas must have been written 
shortly after 1200, in the days of Bishop Paul, or a little later ; 
for it can hardly be that they should have been written by them 
two years before the translation of S. John; indeed that does 
not lie in the meaning, if it is noted, rather only because Thorlak 
is counted to be the first man canonized in the land. 

Note S. 

Abbot Hrein Styrmi's son was of Gilsbekk by his father s 
family. Styrmir his father, Hrein's son, Hermund's son, son of 
Illugi the black, is counted among the greatest princes in the 
days of Bishop Gizur. In Sturlunga Abbot Hrein is called 
'' Reinir Abbot of Thvera, but that can only be a misreading 
(Thvera for Thingeyri.) In the Flatey annal he is called abbot 
in Hitardal, and the same stands in the abbots' list, A.M. 4151 
which is written in 1330. But Gunlaug the monk counts him 
in his saga with his disciple John the holy, whom he himself 
had seen, and says that he was the eighth abbot at Thingeyri ; 
and next after Asgrim Vestlid's son ; the same is said in the 
abbots' list in Stockholm's book, and that would seem to be 
most correct. 

Note T. 

These events took place in these years. The fall of King 
Sigurd "mouth," 1155; of Eystein, II57- Ingi, 1161, Hakon 
broadshoulders, 1162; death of Abp. John in Nidaros, 1157 5 
Bishop Bjorn, 1163. Martyrdom of Thomas å Becket, Abp. of 
Canterbury, 1170. Second Eruption of Hekla, 1158. Death of 
John Sigmundson, 1164. Abbot Hrein Styrmir's son, 1171- Of 
Bjarnhedin priest of Kirkjubæ, II73* The drowning of priest 
Paul Thord's son, 1171. Slaying of priest Helgi Skapta's son, 
1175. Fall of Nicholas Sigurd's son, 1176. 

The foregoing notes are the more important and interesting of 
those appended to the Copenhagen edition of "Hungrvaka. 
Those omitted are mostly trifling corrections or collations with 
other* sagas, of little momentto the general reader.—TRANSLATOR. 
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Storg of 

bishop thorlak of skalholt, 
COMMONLY CALLED S. THORLAK. 





TRANSLATOR'S NOTE TO THE STORY OF 
BISHOP THORLAK. 

THE following biography is taken from the "elder" 
Saga of Bishop Thorlak, translated as far as may be 
literally. The so-called "younger" Saga is almost 
identical as to the life, but has a voluminous appendix 
of narratives, principally miraculous legends, with a 
considerable sameness of incident. Some however 
are more interesting, as relating the bishop's difficul-
ties and dealings with evildoers ̂  and some of these 
will be found appended to the present history, while 
one or two typical and characteristic miracles have 
been selected as specimens of their class. 

" Thorlak helgi"—Thorlak the saint, is still a house-
hold word with his countrymen. He it was who is 
said to have changed the names of the weekdays from 
the old heathen designations (still retained by our-
selves) to third, fifth, sixth, &c., because he thought 

1 The Preface to the whole edition of " Biskupa Sogur," 
printed by the Icelandic Literary Society, gives this interesting 
reason why the "elder" saga passes so shortly over many of 
these. It is presumably written by a dear friend of Bishop Paul, 
possibly in great measure from his dictation. Paul was son of 
John Lopt's son and Ragneid ; the historian would therefore 
avoid dwelling on the facts relating to their lives and dealings 
with the sainted Bishop Thor lak. 
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the old names unworthy of Christians. His festival 

days vvere the 2oth July and 23rd December, and the 
popular Icelandic song-book contains a song for 
"Thorlak's Mass." 

It must surely be of special interest to English 

Churchmen that so bright and shining a light of the 

far North should have been a student at our own 
cathedral town of Lincoln, and the similarity or 

identity of ecclesiastical terms is a significant note of 
the kinship of the Anglican and Icelandic Churches. 

Besides the "elder" and "younger" sagas of 
Bishop Thorlak, there is a fragmentary Latin chro-
nicle, called the Latinsk lesboka-brot um Thorlåk 
Biskup," said to be of the year 1200, and various 
fragmentary lections, One, headed " In festo sancti 

Torlaci episcopi et confessoris," has a note attached 
to it in the edition by the Icelandic Literary Society, 

stating that it is out of the ilBreviarium Nidrosiense" 
and was read in Norway on the festival of Bishop 
Thorlak. It contains a collect, of which the follow-

ing is the translation : 
" GOD, Who to Thy people's eternal welfare didst 

give them Thy Confessor and Friest the blessed 
Thorlak to minister; we pray Thee now that, whom 
we had living as teacher on earth, we may merit ever 
to have as intercessor in heaven; through our 

LORD, &C." 



IN FESTO SCTI. THORLACI. 

20TH JULY OR 23RD DECEMBER. 

STAR of Iceland's glorious morn-tide, 
Widding well thy pastor's rod, 

'Mid the valleys and the moorlands 

Which of old thy feet have trod, 

Thorlak, still we sing thine honour, 

Mighty counsellor with GOD. 

Humble in the home of childhood, 

'Mid thy simple kindred folk ; 

Loving, duteous, and obedient 

To the great dream-Voice that spoke, 
Thou, all earthly love renouncing, 

Bow'dst thy neck to bear the yoke. 

Faithful in the lesser order, 

For thy headship fittest school, 
Bearing many a brother's burden, 

Bending to monastic rule ; 

Aiding, guiding, and upholding 

All, with judgment clear and cool : 

Strong in prayer and supplication ; 
Strong in noble self-restraint; 

Pleading ever, striving ever, 

With a faith that could not faint; 

Blessed she, the land that bore thee, 
L o v i n g  s h e p h e r d ,  m i g h t y  s a i n t !  



In Festo S. Thorlaci. 

Still the shadow of thy glory 
Seems to dwell on heath and hill. 

Though the light of old be darkened, 
And the love of old wax chili, 

Who dare say thine intercessions 
Rise not for thine Iceland still? 

King of Saints, our one Chief Shepherd, 
Thou Whose seal Thy servants bear, 

Who hast ordered holy Thorlak 
Such high dignity to wear, 

Grant, with bishops Apostolic, 
Heavenly joys that he may share. 

And for us, Thy priests and people. 
Grant us, of Thy Love, such grace, 

Those to speak and these to hearken 
While we run the earthly race, 

That Thy way may be preparéd 
Ere we see Thee face to face. Amen. 

THE AUTHOR OF 

" THE CHORISTER BROTHERS." 



Cjrc Storn of 

b i s h o p  t h o r l a k .  

I. IN that time when Pope Anacletus ruled over GOD'S 
Christendom, and Magnus Sigurd's son and Harold 
Gilli were kings over Norvvay, there was born in the 
district in Iceland which is called Fleetslithe (Fljots-
hlid)at that farm which is called Lithend (Hlidarendi) 
Thorlak the holy, in the same year in which Bishop 
Thorlak Runolfsson died. 

He did not bear the same name because he was 
called after Bishop Thorlak : but rather from this, 
that He Who grants and rules all, willed to do this 
honour to the former Bishop Thorlak, even that his 
name should be loved and prized by all those men 
who should afterwards come to hear and know of the 
fame of the blessed Bishop Thorlak ; since Almighty 
GOD has given that honour to the name of the blessed 
bishop, of which Solomon the Wise spake aforetime, 
that " better were a good name than much wealth." 
For that was indeed truly good, which was sanctified in 
holy baptism and afterwards blessed with episcopal 
dignity. The proverb has also proved true in this, 
" it is wisdom that the wise speaks," that that name 
should be better than much gold, to those who in-
voke it in their needs. That is no less proved, as is 
said in another place in Holy Scripture, that " better 
is a ̂  good name than precious ointmentbecause 
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many injuries have been quickly healed by calling 
upon his name, which might otherwise be healed 
neither by those ointments or leechcrafts which men 
had before brought or tried. 

2, The father of Thorlak was Thorhall, and his 
mother Halla; they were much beloved, and well-
looking. He was a seafaring man before he set up a 
farm, and she was thrifty and prudent. They were 
both of good family, and from the kin of famous men. 
And it may now be plainly seen that GOD hath fairly 
fulfilled that towards us which He spake by the 
mouth of David the Prophet, that blessed shall be 
the kindred of the just man; which has now been 
fairly brought to pass and fulfilled in the life of the 
blessed Bishop Thorlak. 

The nearest relations of Thorlak were righteous 
and wise in council; they had many cares, but little 
wealth. Thorlak was yet young in years when his 
father and mother changed their home. He was un-
like most young men in his upbringing, gentle and 
compliant in all things : popular and beloved by every 
man : silent and reserved about all things : able and 
teachable from his earliest years. He learnt the 
Psalter as a child before he had left his father and 
mother, but he had little book-learning other, at 
first; though he was so attentive in his early age, that 
many wise men admired him much. And though he 
had not much teaching in his childhood, his manners 
showed that he had already learnt nearly all that be-
came him to know. 

He was inclined to no sport nor loose behaviour; 
he was watchful and even-tempered, and early showed 
his inclination to that saving counsel which David 
gives in the Psalter, that a man should turn himself 
away from evil and do good, seek peace and fol-
low it. . , . . 

3. As his mother perceived by her wisdom, with 
GOD'S Providence, what a famous priest Thorlak 
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might become with such good dispositions, if his 
education w^re carried forward, the mother and son 
changed their abode to the chief place in Oddi, 
under the protection of Eyjolf the priest, Sæmund's 
son, who had both great authority and good learning, 
greater virtue and wisdom than most others • and we 
liear the blessed Thorlak bear him that witness, " that 
he thought the like of such a famous man had hardly 
been knovvn." And he has shown since that he would 
especially not let slip from his mind those counsels 
which the blessed Apostle Paul gave to his disciples, 
speaking thus to his hearers : " Be ye followers of me, 
as I am of CHRIST." And it often happened that 
what we held to be his good teachings, he said were 
the virtues of his fosterfather Eyjolf, Sæmund's son. 
He did that deservedly, though he honoured him 
much in his saying, because he owed it to him. 

Eyjolf esteemed Thorlak most of all his disciples 
for all that belongs to the priesthood, because he saw 
(as was afterwards proved) that he was before them 
all in virtue and cleverness, as afterwards is told. 
Thorlak took holy orders youngest of all, since he 
was ordained deacon by Bishop Magnus, and he was 
fifteen winters old when the bishop died. And there-
fore was his ordination so quickly proceeded with, 
because the superiors found that he guided himself 
and turned the corner of that difhculty which attends 
every ordination which he took; and so fast as pro-
gressed his learning and his orders, so much the 
more came to him with wise steadfastness all human 
virtues which should belong to holy orders. 

He kept that in mind, while his learning was little 
and his orders inferior, which the wise and holy Bishop 
Isidore says : " that it is useful both to learn much 
and to live righteously; but if both may not be, then 
it is more honourable to live well." He gave heed to 
this also, that he preferred following the humility and 
service of the lesser order of the ministry, to great 

G 
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honour of worldly esteem; and he held worthy of all 
manly honour him who had followed the lesser order 
when he should be raised to the state of the higher 
grade, and honoured with the higher order. Such 
was his employment in his youth, that he was long at 
book-learning, but often at writing; at prayer in the 
midst of these; but before he dwelt elsewhere, he 
pursued the learning also which his mother was able 
to teach him—family history and genealogy. 

4. After Bishop Magnus was dead, there was for a 
certain time no bishop at Skalholt, and few priests 
were made. M!en took counsel then to ask bishop 
Bjorn to hold ordination at the Althing; and he 
granted that request, and there were ordained to the 
priesthood Thorlak, and many other ecclesiastics. 
Thorlak was therefore about seventeen or eighteen 
winters old when he took priest's orders. And when 
he was priest, and himself took rule and authority 
over the public worship, it was well seen how heedful 
and observant he must needs be about his services, 
and all besides that appertained to the holy orders 
which he had taken. _ . 

He walked as humbly in his behaviour as betore; 
and took the first half-year little that was remunera-
tive; and there were times when he might have done 
well'by himself both in money and friendship, be-
cause he won the love of almost every creature that 
came near him ; many good examples have been 
drawn from the blessed Thorlak, that have been 
seldom seen in others, as that he was both young and 
old—he was young in years, but old in wisdom. He 
clothed himself anew with many virtues, and most of 
all those which David called the most binding upon 
priests, that they should adorn themselves with saving 
counsel and righteousness, and he showed that m all 
his life afterwards ; for he was almost incapable of 
taking that which he needed, and all those who were 
in his neighbourhood profited by this. 
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And when he had for a certain time made good 
progress, and had also become fairly well off, he was 
desirous of travelling, and would fain learn the cus-
toms of other good men; and he fared forth from 
Iceland, and nothing is told of his voyage until he 
came to Paris, and was at school there, as long as he 
thought needful for such learning as he wished to 
take there. 

Thence he fared to England, and was at Lincoln, 
and there he received much instruction, and bene-
fited both himself and others; and he gained there 
much good to share with others in his teaching, since 
he had hardly been before so well prepared as now. 
And when he had been six years away from Iceland, 
he came back to his kinsfolk and his foster-land, and 
his relations and foster-brothers were fain of him, and all 
his dear fnends; but his mother and his sisters were 
gladdest of all, since they had most longed for his 
coming, and would have been most affected by any 
delay in it. His mother followed him in thought 
since he had been away; and he gave kindly counte-
nance to his sisters; Ragneid, mother of Paul, who 
was afterwards bishop, after Bishop Thorlak, and 
Eyvora the second; and he had had much grief about 
their behaviour, which was not to his liking, although 
that came to a good end afterwards, by the grace of 
GOD and the good ordering of those men who had 
part in it, and the goodwill of themselves.1 

He showed the same humility when he came back 
from his travels as he had before, or even more, and 
he had not sought display or this world's adornment, 
as many another who seeks less fortune and aim in 
his travels than he had sought. 

That is also many men's wont, that they bear 
themselves more showily in weapons and clothes 
when they come from a journey, and they come into 
more estimation for such things than had been given 

1 See Appendix II. 
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them before. But Thorlak devoted himself to wide-
spread learning, and humility, and many good cus-
toms which he had seen in his journey amongst 
many good men, bishops and other learned men and 
counsellors with whom he had come in contact, who 
from the beginning had supported GOD'S Christianity, 
and aftervvards increased it. 

5, Thorlak was thus with his relations some Win­
ters, and he had much good possession amongst his 
hånds; and many wise men who were near him saw 
that he was in many ways much better off than be­
fore he fared abroad. And no long time elapsed 
before the friends of Thorlak desired that he should 
establish his state yet more, and they wished that he 
should marry. It seemed to them that he was a rich 
and prudent man in most things. Since Christianity 
had long been strengthened and increased, and the 
custom grew among learned men although it was not 
much wont among superiors, yet the priests took 
wives, though now that is forbidden j1 but at that 
time there were those women in the district, who 
thought it to be the best match, that were widows. 
Now was Thorlak urged to that counsel; and he then 
fared, and his kinsman with him, to the farm which is 
cailed Haf, and thought to ask in marriage a widow 
of the worthiest who dwelt there; and they had a 
remarkably good reception. 

But as they slept, after good hospitality from them, 
that same night there appeared to Thorlak in a dream 
a man of beautiful countenance and seemly attire, 
and spoke ; 

"Why hast thou thought to make thine errand 
hither," saith he, "that thou mayest marry?" 

Thorlak answered: " I know not how that may 
be," saith he. 

That other said, whom he saw in his dream : " I 
know," saith he, " that thou thinkest to sue for a wife 

1 It is likely that Bishop Thorlak forbade it. 
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here, but thou shalt not let speech of that come up, 
because it must not be carried out. And there is 
another much higher bride destined for thee, and 
none other shalt thou take." 

And when he had thus spoken, he vanished out of 
his sight. But Thorlak wakened, and was then so 
turned away from this thought, that he never there-
after sought a wife. They fared forth, and were good 
friends all their life after. But they thought it some-
what marvellous that he should be so changeable in 
this matter, before they knew what had come to pass, 
though all understood it well that knew. 

All the same after this event, his soul was not kindled 
with pride, though he were so much honoured by 
GOD as to have a higher lot decreed for him than his 
friends desired and he himself had agreed to ; rather 
he embraced all the more humility, after the example 
of all the best men, who have been ever more hum-
ble the higher they were raised in GOD'S sight, after 
the counsel of Almighty GOD, when He said, that 
'• \\ hosoever humbleth himself shall be exalted," and 

Come ye unto Me . , . because I am meek and 
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 
And since he has never gone far aside from that way, 
it shows clearly what dwelt in his mind. 

6. At that time the head of the farm that is cailed 
Kirkby (Kirkjubær) at Side (Sida) was a famous priest 
callcd Bjarnhedinn,1 and he was the most celebrated 
man at the public law court. He was a wise man and 
gracious, earnest and very eloquent, gentle and well 
leained. And as neither he nor Thorlak had met 
the other, each of them was desirous of a meeting, 
and GOD caused it to be with them as He is wont to 
cause the righteous to desire the society of wise men • 
and therefore Thorlak fared to see him at Kirkby,' 
and was there six winters altogether; and they expe-

1 Bjarnhedinn the priest, Sigurd's son, is mentioned in the 
Clergy List of 1143. He died 1173. 
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rienced that which GOD says, that " My yoke and My 
burden are light." It was with both, that the heavy 
yokes were taken up and carried yet easily, because 
they took nearly all hardships to bear for other people 
who dwelt in the country that lay near them. And 
they arranged so with their subordinates, that they 
took from them the heavy burdens that had been laid 
upon them, of contention and opposition to GOD and 
good men, and temptation of the devil, and laid on 
them instead GOD'S burdens, light and easy, in holy 
writings and authority. They earned well the name 
which Almighty GOD gave to His Apostles, the light 
of this world, because they showed the way of salva-
tion to eternal joys, both with words of wise instruc­
tion, and glorious example. It might be seen by their 
daily behaviour that they had seldom out of their 
minds that which GOD said to His disciples, " Let 
your light shine before men," said He, " that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your FATHER 
Which is in heaven." It seemed as if they were of 
one accord in that, since there was hardly an hour of 
their lives in which they did not observe it. They 
were of the same heart and the same mind for good, 
as Luke says of GOD'S Apostles; and so one might 
think, it was as if they had one heart and one soul; 
that was shown far round the district, however unlike 
other men's behaviour seemed to theirs. But it was 
immediately the opinion of wise men that they must 
each be hopeful of carrying out that which was said 
to be the greatest difficulty in Iceland, and that was 
not misjudged, as was afterwards proved. 

7. Over that village in the district which was second 
best, and was called Thykkvaby (Thykkvabær), there 
ruled that man who was called Thorkell, and was son of 
Geiri, wealthy in possessions, and wise in counsel. 
But as he was growing somewhat old and had no very 
near relations to inherit after him, he enriched his 

1 Thorkell Geirason died 1187. 
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friends with wealth, but freed then to himself in advance 
the management of the great and fair property that was 
over; he desired this, because he would choose CHRIST 
and His holy men to be his heirs for all that wealth that 
was after, and would raise a monastery in Thykkvaby, 
but that was difficult to arrange at first; and he strove 
first to carry that out which was most difficult, namely, 
to find a man that should order the rule, such as those 
men should follow that are called to the holy life. He 
fared then to Kirkby, and asked Thorlak to take the rule 
over it: he did not seek it too eagerly, although he 
had before had it in his mind to forsake the world and 
live under monastic rule, after the word of Almighty 
GOD, Who calls no one to be fully His disciple unless 
he leaves all his possessions for GOD'S sake, and serves 
Him afterwards with pure mind. And nevertheless 
he asked afterwards of Bjarnhedinn the priest what he 
might think of that, and how advisable it seemed to 
him that he should consent to that which was prayed 
of him. And Bjarnhedinn said that he must think 
that to have been a great day when Thorlak came 
from Kirkby to visit him, and though he did not allow 
himself to name this to hinder him much, yet he saw 
many men's help fall to the ground. But afterwards 
there was a see set at Thykkvaby, by the counsel and 
provision of Bishop Klæng and all the men of the dis-
trict; and then Thorlak went thither, and there was 
established a monastery. And on that day when 
Thorlak fared forth out of Kirkby, all the people led 
him out of the garth, and all thought much of parting 
with him. But when Bjarnhedinn came home he 
looked into Thorlak's room, and spoke with much 
ardour; he said, that was a room which would never 
more be so well appointed, if he filled it not himself. 

It was Thorlak's saying all his life, that they were 
both fortunately placed ; and it is further said, that 
he has never so contentedly lived as those six winters 
that he was at Kirkby. And much and great honour 
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has been laid upon that place, and it was a great see, 
and there is now a nunnery there. And it may be 
thought likely that it must have been the best, which 
he loved best himself. 

Thorlak was full thirty-five when he travelied to 
Ver,1 and was there seven winters. He took canoni-
cal ordination first, and he was the first prior set over 
that canonry: and he ordered their life so fairly, that 
it fulfilled the saying of wise men, that never was 
monastic rule so well observed in a short time, as there. 
And after that Bishop Klæng hallovved Thorlak abbot 
at Ver,2 and he began anew to exercise a remarkable 
authority over those brothers above whom he was 
set. He bade them keep love and concord amongst 
themselves, and showed before them how much is 
gained thereby, as the SON of GOD saith thus : that 
wheresoever two or three are gathered together in His 
Name, He will be in the midst of them. He was in 
all things most austere towards them, but each of 
them took it well. 

8. Halla, Thorlak's mother, was with him all her life, 
while she lived; but he had given money to both his 
sisters before he went under monastic rule, He was 
loving to all his friends then as before, and a spiritual 
father to all those over whom he was appointed, He 
forbade to the brethren all flittings and journeys that 
were not necessary, and bade them that they should 
be as of one accord in good things in their service, 
after that which Paul the Apostle has taught in his 
epistle : "Pray ye,"says he, "fervently, and give GOD 
thanks in all things," The SON of GOD says so also 
Himself, that whosoever helpeth another is confirmed 
in all good works unto his life's end, He bade them 

1 The cloister in Thykkvaby, in Ver, had been established 
there 1168, because Thorlak went to Skalholt at the end of 1175, 
and that winter must be taken with those seven that he was at Ver, 

2 It has been about 1170, that Thorlak took abbot's con-
secration. 
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usually to keep silence when that ought to be, but to 
make a good use of the tongue when speech was per-
mitted, and to observe the word of Paul the Apostle; 
" Evil communications corrupt," says he, " good man-
ners." It may be seen how one ought in this life to keep 
oneself from worldly and ill words, although that 
should be distorted that is well spoken, as David says 
in the Psalter: " I was lovvly," said he, " and kept 
silence from good words." Therefore he was thought 
humble, because he was more desirous to speak good 
than ill, but refrained often from both for GOD'S sake. 
Men went to the monastery of Thorlak the abbot 
from other monasteries or canonries, both in and out 
of the country, to see there and to learn good customs; 
and each one who had come bore witness that no 
one had seen the life more beautifully carried out than 
there, as Thorlak had ordered it. Then, for the first 
time, many people found that much benefit could 
be expected from him, on account of his goodness, 
such as others were not able to bring about by them­
selves. Many went away whole from visiting him, 
because he granted them blessing, and chanted over 
them who with various hurts came to him. Many 
such other things happened to him, and many es-
teemed them immediately a miracle. This event took 
place while he was living there, that the house took 
fire; but as soon as Thorlak came and blessed it, the 
fire was slaked. If cattle were sick, he cured them 
always with chanting over them if their lives were 
of value. His hallowing of water was remarkable, 
as it brought healing to men and beasts. If that 
water was sprinkled over cattle which Thorlak had 
hallowed, then no sickness harmed it, neither sheep 
nor beast. If mice did harm to meat or clothes, 
they would fall dead, or all ran away from the water 
if it was sprinkled thereover; and they did always as he 
counselled. That water travelled immediately round 
all the near-lying district, and round all Iceland, after 
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Thorlak became bishop 3 because men expected evéry-
where to find healing for that which they most needed, 
Nevertheless wise men fared warily in speaking of it, 
in calling those evident miracles, or in interpreting 
that at first of his holiness; because the holy Scrip­
tures say thus : " Thou shalt not praise a man in his 
life ; praise him after his life, and magnify hitn after 
the end of his life." And it is therefore so said, that 
it may be a caution, both to him of whom it is de-
clared, and who at the end of his life is known per-
fectly; and it may also be that this thought itself 
closes the way to a certain pride. And it may now 
be seen, by him who is so minded, that men have 
followed this holy counsel at this time; since few 
praised him overmuch in his life; but he is now 
praised and glorified in all ways, though there was a 
difficulty at first in recognizing his glory and holiness. 

9, As the teaching and the life of the holy Thorlak 
shone with such bloom of his purity of life and virtue, 
and fair oversight of other matters, as now has been 
related, Almighty GOD permitted, on this account, as 
He had before ordained, that his way should be in-
creased and wax above what it was. And that was 
easily brought about, because when Klæng the bishop 
had become of a great age, he took a great sickness; 
his feet broke out, and there would have been a great 
risk in performing his sacred office, on account of his 
disorder. But he had therefore obtained leave of 
Eystein the archbishop for this, that a man should be 
chosen bishop after him. Klæng the bishop fared 
then to the Althing, and asked of his friends that a 
man should be chosen for travelling, and there were 
meetings taken towards it. That same summer there 
fared to the Althing, as if sent by GOD, Thorlak the 
abbot, because he thought it needful; for he was never 
wont to take needless journeys. And when there was 
talk about it at this time, there were three men named 
under election, to whom of all it should be best 
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thought to fall, and one of them was Abbot Thorlak. 
Another an abbot, hight Ogmund,1 the most excellent 
man. The third was the priest hight Paul, a great 
scholar and the greatest farmer. 

It bore fair witness to each of these, that they most 
desired the one which was most learned. But this 
showed itself in Thorlak, that he had never exalted 
himself much in that pride which is called self-esteem, 
and displayed more his good deeds in the sight of 
GOD than of men; also he prized it more to exceed 
other men in his virtues, than to seem to do so before 
the eyes of men of little sense. And it even came to 
this, that he seemed to many the least known of those 
who were there for choice; and therefore was he 
little known, because he had not been near many men 
in visiting in the country, or in journeys. Thorlak 
was of few words at this meeting, but many others 
were full of words ; those that had less concern in this 
great affair than he. Afterwards Thorkell Geirason 
was questioned, who was experienced in judgment, 
and knew Thorlak's estimation from wise and dis-
tinguished men ; what a great man Thorlak was, and 
how great a preacher he might be. But Thorkell 
answered : " I would rather credit Thorlak," says he, 
" with doing all that is best, than with speaking the 
most." This answer pleased men well, and many 
took immediately more liking to Thorlak when they 
heard such a worthy testimonial to his character from 
such a wise and modest man. Then followed the 
closing of the discourse—that the choice was laid 
under Bishop Klæng, that he should choose between 
them who were candidates ; and he chose Thorlak to 
travel, and to take bishop's orders after him, and all 
that service that followed. Lord Thorlak the abbot 
fared from the Thing2 afterwards to his canonry, and 

1 Ogmund Kalfsson, the first abbot at Helgafell, drowned 1188. 
2 This was the Thing of 1174, when Thorlak was chosen 

Bishop. He was then more than forty winters old. 
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asked Eishop Klæng that he might have the oversight 
of the chair and the see that half-year. And there-
about arose many difficulties in Skalholt; there were 
great outgoings, but little incoine; he was not ready 
for travelling, and he took gifts from all j and it could 
not be long before great stores were needed. 

i o. After Yule men were sent from Skalholt after 
the bishop elect, and he fared east at the long fast, 
and with him John Lopt's son, who was the greatest 
chief in Iceland, and they came to the see of Skalholt, 
half a month before Easter, and Gizur Hall's son was 
here to the fore. There were also other men who 
were friends of the bishop's, and were rulers over the 
district. Thorlak took there the rule of the see, and 
there was much needing to be done for them imme-
diately, that required to be made ready. He had 
much trouble directly, both from adverse men and 
other inconveniences which he had around him, and he 
bore them all patiently. Klæng the bishop lay in 
bed with little strength, and Thorlak was there at 
Skalholt, because men did not wish him to go abroad, 
for the sake of that hostility which there was then 
between Norway and Iceland;1 and there was a talk 
of that dissension that had thrown the country into 
the midst of fighting and cattle-lifting, and he dwelt 
there on that account certain winters. But when 
Klæng the bishop died, and it came to this, that he 
thought it necessary that they should no longer be 
bishopless at Skalholt as they had been, then he 
would not be longer hindered from faring out.2 It 
could not come to pass that he should be hindered from 
travelling abroad, for the hostility's sake. He re-
membered the words of Paul the Apostle. " Thou 

1 In the brief of Archbishop Eystein, 1173-74, is mentioned 
this hostility, which was then between Norway and Iceland. 

Nevertheless a certain time elapsed between : Klæng died 
28th Feb., 1176; but Thorlak did not travel out before the 
summer of 1177, and came back after 1178. 
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shalt not be afraid of the terror of wicked men," said 
he, He was thereafter prepared, and he would both 
take little money by what others have had, and not 
much travelling company (retinue,) and his journey 
prospered well until they came to Norway. 

II. When Thorlak, the bishop elect, came to visit 
Archbishop Eystein, he received him remarkably well, 
and let it be widely known, that he wished all to be 
gladly laid to his hand that he thought should be ; but 
he would not give him other episcopal dignity till he 
had the king's consent to it. They had then as kings 
over Norway these relations, King Magnus, and Earl 
Erling, his father; and they took ill all Thorlak's 
speaking, and there came thence threats rather than 
aid, so that neither money nor men were safe. But 
Thorlak let that trouble him little; and all his mind 
seemed to be, as David teaches in the Psalter, 
that it is better to trust in GOD than in princes; 
and therefore he bore it quietly. But the arch­
bishop thought he was in a great difficulty, for he 
wished to love both, and to observe that which Paul 
the Apostle teaches in his epistle: " Fear GOD," 
says he, "and honour the king." And it might be 
seen by all, that he would observe each of those say-
ings. The archbishop made a feast, inviting them 
and other godly.men, and it came to pass that 
the king and the earl agreed that Thorlak should take 
bishop's orders, and they grew friendly towards each 
other, and they gave gifts before they parted. And 
Sverrir the king often recalled that, who was both 
lamous in speaking and wise in the knowledge of 
men, that all things had promoted good luck to them 
Uvain, father and son; since there was friendship be-
tween them, and Thorlak was then in the country, 
the second chosen both in the assembly and nigh at 
hand. 

Therefore was Thorlak consecrated bishop by Arch­
bishop Eystein, in the days of Alexander the Pope, 
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three nights after the day of the martyrdom of Peter 
the Apostle.1 There was also at the consecration 
Eirek, bishop of Stafangr, who was aftervvards arch-
bishop of Thrandheim, after Archbishop Eystein. The 
third who was at the consecration of Bishop Thorlak 
was Paul, bishop of Bjorgyn (Bergen ?) a very dis-
tinguished man, and a friend of Bishop Thorlak all 
his life after. Bishop Thorlak was but a short time with 
the archbishop after he had received consecration, 
because he had been given to know how quickly his 
return was needed by Iceland, and that flock over 
whom he was appointed. And as Bishop Thorlak 
had departed from his stay with the archbishop, those 
bishops speered what he thought of Bishop Thorlak. 
He said thus, that he thought no bishop had ever 
been consecrated whom he considered to have been his 
equal in all those good qualities that a bishop should 
have, as S. Paul the Apostle says, in his epistle which 
he sent to Titus.2 "A bishop had to be," said he, 
" free from vice and well-learned, without pride, and 
a little-drinking man, strenuous and not greedy, pure 
and good-hearted, desirous of good, and hospitable, 
righteous and good in counsel, of pure life and ready 
with advice, trusty and steadfast, mild and bold of 
speech, loving to all men, but ready to chastise the 
idle." And it may be seen that it is part of a holy 
man to be proved thus. "I may so rather say to 
you, how worthy I have proved him," said the arch­
bishop, " that I must choose that to be the highest 
day of my life, when I see aught of him." And that may 
now be seen, how wise and clearsighted he has been 
in his opinion of the blessed Bishop Thorlak. 

1 That is, SS. Peter and Paul's day, and so it stands in the other 
saga. The consecration day of Thorlak is therefore ist July, 
and it comes to Sunday in the year 1178, and in 1177 Thorlak 
had fared abroad. . . 0 

2 The reference is, of course, to Titus 1. 6, &c. In the 
original the adjectives are made alliterative; e.g., "orr ok 
oågjarn, skyrr ok skapgo^r," &c.—TRANSLATØR. 
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12.1 That same summer Thorlak took ship and put 
to sea with his companions, and was prosperous in his 
journey, and they took haven as they might choose, and 
the bishop came home to Skalholt the day before the 
feast of S. Laurence. Men were immensely fain of his 
coming to them. And he began immediately to see 
to the decent ordering of those things that came before 
him, with faithful arguments. He kept nearly in all 
things to the monastic rule, although he might have 
dispensed with it since he had become bishop; both 
in dress, in watchings, in fasting, and in prayer. He 
began to order anew worldly customs and home 
manners, that were in his days thought well of in many 
piaces. Bishop Thorlak had most love and affection 
for those priests and ecclesiastics that lived virtuously, 
and guarded their consecratiou somewhat after their 
calling, and esteemed all that seemlily, and arranged 
things pleasantly wherein there was a difficulty. But 
those learned men who did not so well mind their 
manners, and held their orders unwarily, he admon-
ished with gentle commands to do better, and turned 
his counsel one way and another that they should be 
admonished. But although he did not furnish him-
self with much admonishing, he chastised with mode­
rate reproof and gentle correction, as Paul the Apostle 
taught to Timothy; " thou shalt warn and pray, and 
correct with all patience and learning." He took 
thought diligently for the property of the see, and 
alvvays set men over the providing for its support, that 
he might himself be freest of that care; and thus the 
property of the see increased, after the difficulties were 
over, so that they had all which they needed. And 
he had such a wise moderation in his affairs, that all wise 
men were saying immediately what a good manage­
ment he seemed to have in all things. And howsoever 
long he took to arrange about that which concerned 
the property, that it might all be arranged in the best 

1 See Appendix III. 
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tnanner, he nevertheless gave the greatest thought to 
that which concerned the churches, and things were 
best of all arranged for the ecclesiastics. And that 
therefore followed withal that he performed diligently 
before the priests all the services, and taught them 
lovingly all the sacred offices that they ought to do 
with their orders. He called together learned men 
for the highest festivals at Skalholt, and ordered what 
each should do in order that all should be fairly car-
ried out in GOD'S sight, in that to which they were 
chosen. And so much as he wrought diligently before 
others, therewith did he himself all best; so that well 
nigh all could discern how excellently beyond other 
the most learned men he performed in GOD'S sight all 
the service, in which was delight to see and hearken 
to. Thorlak the bishop taught often precepts of virtue, 
and therefore was it a great misfortune that his speech 
was hard and slow; yet so were his words sweet and 
well set together, that those who listened to his teach-
ing might alvvays be reminded how David says in the 
Psalter, that " sweeter are Thy words, O LORD, in my 
throat," says he, " than gold and honey in my mouth." 
That same bare out Bishop Thorlak from GOD'S word 
with such fair example of his life, that in no contem-
porary man's life might be found one equally glorious. 

Thorlak the bishop watched long of nights, though 
others slept; and prayed therefor fervently that he 
might follow that which GOD said, " Blessed is that ser-
vant," said He, " that his LORD finds watching, when 
He shall come to visit him." That is also spoken in 
GOD'S command, that He says Himself. " Watch ye," 
says He, "because ye knownot at what tide the LORD 
may come." And the event proved that these times 
must have been seldom out of Thorlak's mind; where-
fore thaf; has now come to pass to him which GOD pro-
mises them that were often found in careful vigils; that 
he must beset over all His goodthings after this life.1 

1 Probably a reference to S. Luke xii. 43, 44-—TRANSLATØR. 
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13. The holy Bishop Thorlak fasted much when he 
was at home at his see, and bethought himself of that 
which the LORD said Himself in the Gospel, that there 
be some kinds of evil spirits which may not be con-
quered except by fasts and prayers; and he let that 
same be seen in his life, that he would overcome all 
the fiend's temptations. He consoled them that be­
fore vvere sad, and showed them that which the LORD 
said Himself; that they are blessed that now mourn, 
and they themselves shall afterwards be comforted; 
and in the other Gospel, which He spake to His 
Apostles, " Your sorrow shall be turned into joy," 
saith He. Thorlak the bishop reconciled and made 
at peace those who before were wrathful and opposed, 
and told them that which was said, and is true, that 
anger much wears away the righteousness of men while 
it continues, as Paul the Apostle says; that the right­
eousness of GOD has nought in agreement with the 
wrath of man : and in another place, " Be not thou 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good •" that 
is, to conquer wrath with patience and meekness. 

Bishop Thorlak looked often at holy books, and read 
over the holy Scriptures, because he never forgot that 
which John the Apostle says in his book: "Blessed 
is he who reads and hears the words of this book, and 
keeps those things which are written in it."' He 
taught oft the clerks both to read books, and other 
learning that was needful for them; he saw how much 
necessity there is to learn good things, as David says 
in the Psalter, " Come here, ye children, and hearken 
to me, that I may teach you wherewithal GOD shall 
be feared." He was ever at writing, and wrote always 
holy books, after the example of Paul the Apostle, as 
he said in his epistle, "We do not write to you other 
things than those that there is most need for you to 
read and know." But that which distinguished Bishop 
Thorlak next, his lips were never silent from GOD'S 
praise, and prayers; because he minded that which 

H 
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James the Apostle says in his epistle: that much 
availeth before GOD the earnest prayer of a righteous 
man j and his prayers have availed much, both to 
himself and many others. The bishop was gentle 
and meek in all good counsels, and of saving counsel 
about all things in which he was sought to; and he 
has now attained that which GOD has promised them 
that are mild of soul, as He says in the Gospel: 
" Blessed are the meek, for they shall attain ever-
lasting life." 

14. Thorlak the Bishop sang every day mass, both 
in aid of himself and others; and commemorated 
fervently the Passion of GOD'S SON ; and he has now 
taken the fairest reward for his service, since he per-
formed that rite oftener and more remarkably than 
most others. He laid great importance upon loving 
poor men ; he clothed the cold, and fed the hungry, 
and it was easy to see that that was seldom out of his 
thoughts, how it should profit at Doomsday; how 
much it should turn away chastisement, by how 
much was done to poor men in this life. 

This also he added thereto, which many good men 
have done before ; that he let call together poor men 
before the highest festivals, twelve, or nine, or seven, 
and came humbly to wash their feet, and wiped them 
afterwards with his hair, and gave to each of them 
some good alms before they fared away. And he did 
so rather after GOD'S example than man's, Who be­
fore washed the feet of His Apostles, and then suf-
fered for the redemption of all mankind. And the 
SON of GOD said thus when He had washed the feet of 
His Apostles: "Do ye after My example to them 
that which I have done to you.' 1 heretore the 
blessed Bishop Thorlak let the feet-washing precede 
the gift of mercy. Nowise eke might his dearest 
friends and faithful companions be silent over this 
after his death, which they thought surely to know; 
that he had concealed within himself his mortifi-



The Story of Bishop Thorlak. 

cations and good deeds, which he believed no one 
knew; as GOD commands, that the left hand should 
not know what the right hand doeth. And the 
dearest friends of the bishop hardly dared make that 
afterwards to be told more openly, which he would 
himself let be so hidden. 

Bishop Thorlak was oft wont to have talks with 
good men and virtuous, and so taught himself their 
customs, and strengthened himself in their holy coun-
sels, that they might be kept in their virtue. He 
gave much attention to the counselling of those men 
who took heed of their sin, to lead them from wrong 
desires, and call them back to the right directing of 
their conversation, though before they had not well 
heeded it; because the LORD said, " I will not the 
death of the sinful man," said He; "rather will I 
that he turn himself to Me and live." The holy 
Bishop Thorlak declared this to all them who would 
repent of their sins; and if they would follow his 
counsels, he was fain of them, and lightened them 
leniently with mild penance, after the saying of GOD'S 
Prophet, that at whatever day a man will turn him­
self to GOD, he must thenceforth live a good life, 
and die no ill death. But of those who would not 
be converted by his gentle remonstrances, or forego 
their misdoings for his reproof, he forbade some, and 
excommunicated some ; after that which CHRIST bade 
His disciples; "Ye shall reprove your brethren lov-
ingly; but if they will not take reproof, they shall 
be to thee as sinful men and heathens." He bore 
patiently the injuries of men, but regretted much 
the evil customs of men, yet agreed never with the 
bad ways of evil men; because he was in this de-
sirous of hearkening to that which GOD speaks, 
" Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
cailed sons of GOD." He sufifered by the disobedi-
ence of men, because he healed the spiritual wounds 
of his subordinates; like as Paul the Apostle was de-
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voted to GOD'S Christianity in his days ; so that to no 
man was that injury or grief, that he did not think 
to feel in himself all their sorrows for love's sake. 

15. The holy Bishop Thorlak used in such wise this 
authority that he was given in his consecration, to 
bind and loose on GOD'S behalf the counsel of men, 
that it seemed to wise and just men equal in which-
ever way it was observed, so that there never followed 
anger nor despair; and to the last he was never so 
slack nor weak, though he might be very much 
hindered with sickness, that he might not more esteem 
meekness and mercy; though he should wait long, 
if so a right judgment might be obtained. He let that 
often come into his mind which David says, that the 
LORD loves mercy and justice, and glories in mercy. 

It is also to be observed, that Bishop Thorlak 
loved that place most that immediately led to Skal­
holt, which he had before ornamented with his pre-
sence. He ordained abbot at Ver, Gudmund Bjalf's 
son, a good man and just, mild and without pride. 
Thorkell, Geiri's son, who was mentioned before 
in this story, placed himself there under monastic 
rule, and kept it well while he lived, and died in the 
nint'h year of Bishop Thorlak's bishopric. 

In the days of Bishop Thorlak it was made law to 
keep holy S. Ambrose's day, and SS. Cecilia's and 
Agnes' days, and to fast evens before the feasts of 
the Apostles and S. Nicholas' day. He bade strictly 
to keep Friday's fast, so that no one should eat twice 
during the space of the holy day, unless the one that 
is in Easter Week. He kept Friday himself so strictly 
that he ate only vegetable food, if he was well; but he 
was so gentle and easy in this, that when he was sick 
he ate white meat on Ember days and Fridays, if he 
was so ordered; and gave the example to those men 
that now will so do like things as it is hoped be most 
seemly in GOD'S sight. Thorlak the bishop was sick in 
his bishopric, that year when Christmas Day fell on 
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Friday, and he was therefore able for little meat; and 
nevertheless tasted flesh that day, and showed by his 
example that so was better done, 

He laid much stress upon keeping those men to-
getherwho were joined to the holy household; but he 
laid on those men heavy burdens in fines and penances, 
so that from this were great changes; he thought it 
would be the greatest offence against GOD if the enjoy-
ment of those worldly goods which He had granted to 
men for His love's sake, and of His mercies and yearn-
ing for men, just and blessed—that it would be a deadly 
sin if that were wickedly contemned and wrongfully per-
verted. But that money which men gave for their mis-
doings, he never let be put with other money ; rather 
he used it for this purpose, that this household that be-
haved well and had no money, might be kept together 
as before; and did that to them as a certain protection 
and counteracting of their ill counsels who had kept 
back the money. Thorlak the bishop broke off all 
those marriages in his days which he knew to be un-
lawful, whether they had to do with greater men or 
less. He was not always of the same mind with some 
men, neitherwith princes, because he agreed only with 
that which was well seemly. He thought that would 
be a much greater downfall to GOD'S Christianity, if dis-
tinguished men made great concessions. He esteemed 
it therewith to be no more distinction to keep him-
self from unlawful things, since he had before much 
reward from GOD both in riches and esteem of men. 

16. Now it is to be said of the daily customs of the 
blessed Bishop Thorlak, how equal-souled he was in 
good things. He never said that word which did not 
come to be of some use, if he were therefor sought 
to. He was so careful in his words, that he never 
reviled the weather, as many do, or any of those 
things that were not reprehensible, and which he saw 
were according to GOD'S will. He was weary no day. 
He feared nothing much, except the Althing and the 
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Ember days ; the Althing for this reason, that he 
thought many a man there would erroneously weigh 
his speaking when it was worth much, and he thought 
much lay on it; but the Ember days for this, that he 
thought it a great responsibility to ordain men who had 
come a long way for this purpose, and he saw much dis-
ability in them, both on account of little learning and 
other manners, not to his mind ; yet he hardly thought 
them to be denied, both for the sake of their own 
poverty, and for the sake of those men that had taught 
them, or had sent testimonials with them; and he 
told each of them carefully what was the obligation 
following all consecration, and laid the responsibility 
upon themselves, and those that sent them thereto. 
Thorlak let the priests often be taught, because he 
saw that though the written stories were often not 
listened to as discreetly as they ought to be, there lay 
therein unprofitable occupations for many men. He 
was so even-tempered in his fasts when he was at 
home, and in vigils and prayers, whether he were at 
home or not, that the like was never to be imagined. 
He needed so little food, that never might such 
another be; but he often would leave off that which 
he liked most. It was the same with him as to 
drinking, that never might fault be found with what 
he took, though he took whatsoever kind of drink. 
And he was so lucky in his brewing, that that ale 
never burst that he had blessed, and that he had 
signed with his hånds, when it was brewing. He was 
so unfastidious and friendly at those feasts where 
drinking was, that he conformed to all that which was 
not unbecoming. And though Bishop Thorlak drank 
water or temperate drink, yet he fared so moderately 
withal, and so abstemiously, that he took three sups 
or five or seven, and almost never meat meals unless 
sick, if it were not at public banquets. Thorlak the 
bishop was never perfectly well during his episcopate, 
and it was as if that came to pass which Paul the Apostle 
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says, that " the strength is made perfect in weakness." 
He oft let leeches take measures to cure his disorder, 
and taught that GOD has ordained leeches that they 
should sometimes with short pains obviate long illness. 

Thorlak the bishop had more intelligent ways in 
his prayers than most other men. He sang first 
Credo, and Pater noster, after that he had signed 
himself, and the hymn " fésu nostra Redemptio," and 
he shovved that he thought ever of that redemption 
whereby GOD had redeemed mankind, and true love 
between GOD and man, desire of eternal life and 
dwelling with GOD, the fear of doomsday, and the 
coming of the Creator to judge all mankind. All 
that is prayed for in this hymn. Then he sang Gre-
gorius's prayers the while he clothed himself, and 
thereafter the first Psalm out of the Psalter; and never 
let go out of his mind that saving counsel which 
stands in the Psalm, that " he is blessed, who goeth 
not after evil counsels, and doth not agree in ill 
things with sinners, and doth not give wrong judg-
ments, and always keeps GOD'S law." But when he 
came to the church, he sang first, praise to the Holy 
Trinity; after that he praised with song those holy 
men to whom the church was hallowed in which he 
was, and where the holy relics were kept. Then he 
read the Hours of Mary, and after that he laid him­
self down before the altar all upon the ground, there 
where it was not hallowed, and prayed long for all 
GOD'S Christendom ; and every day he sanga third of 
the Psalter beyond his wonted song, whether he were 
at home or not : and he sang more among the Psalms 
than other men. He sang first '•'•Gloria PatrV to the 
Holy Trinity; then next "Miserere mei Deus ̂  then 
" Salvum fac Pater et Domine" for all Christian folk. 
And if there came before him a difficult case, he sang 
that verse which Solomon the wise prayed to GOD in 
his days : " Mitte mi hi Domine auxilium de sancto;" 
and as he went from the table, he sang " Benedicam 
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Dominum in omni temporeand when he unclothed 
himself for sleep, he sang that Psalm where the LORD 
is reminded of His solemn promise that they shall be 
without fear who keep His commandments justly, and 
do no ill to others in word or deed. This Psalm is 
" Do mine quis habitabitand it was great delight to 
him to hold such customs; and he was wont that 
nothing must turn him away from his customs. He 
found amusement in stories and songs, and all stringed 
instruments and singing, and in wise men's counsels 
and dreams, and in all that was entertaining to good 
men; except play, because he thought such to be 
useless business of bad men. 

17. Thorlak the bishop dreamed that dream at the 
Althing, that he thought he was going from church there 
at the Thing home to his house, and bore the head of S. 
Martin in his arms ; but Paul, the priest of Reykjaholt, 
a famous man, read so that dream, that he himself 
must thereafter bear the holy bishop's head whither 
he fared ; and it is now to all clear that this is true. 

Whenas the blessed Thorlak had sat fifteen winters 
at his see in Skalholt, with honour and bright bloom 
of all kinds of good deeds ; beloved of GOD and good 
men, merciful and wise in counsel, humble, righteous, 
and patient, wearied with the contradictions of men, 
and therewith in manifold illness; he resolved on this 
with his friends, to give up his bishopric, and place 
himself again under the same monastic mie. But 
Almighty GOD let not this be carried out, as He saw 
that his good and pure life well sufficed for holiness ; 
though in nought should that dignity which He had 
given him be lessened before the eyes of men. 

18, The blessed Bishop Thorlak fared afterwards 
to that quarter of the district which lay nearest to 
him ; and in that journey he took that sickness which 
led him to his grave. He came home to Skalholt 
with little strength, and lay three months in bed, and 
had a grave sickness; but never such severe pain that 
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he might not give counsel over all, and order things 
as he would. There was at Skalholt Gizur Hall's son, 
a great chief, wise and good. He strengthened often 
the blessed Thorlak, by telling of the fair examples 
of those men who bore their pains bravely for 
GOD'S sake, Paul, his sister's son, came also to visit 
him in his sickness, because the bishop loved him 
most of his friends ; and many friends and men be­
loved of the bishop came to him, to receive of him 
holy counsel, and to show him their love. There 
came Thorvald Gizor's son, a mickle chief, and cast 
up for the holy Thorlak before the clergy and chiefs 
the money accounts of the see; and had great sorrow 
while he had forward this business. And therefore, 
with their counsel, he gave to his poor friends some 
money. He gave the best gift to that bishop that 
should come after him, and another priest; but of 
poor men to that one that had least money, because 
he let no one take part in it when he gave gifts to his 
friends. He gave a ring to Bishop Brand, but his 
episcopal ring to Paul, his sister's son, and that was 
prophetic of his dignity, that he should become bishop 
after him; and all thought it was good to possess 
anything that he had owned. 

Seven nights before his death he called to him 
learned men, and received extreme unction; and be­
fore he was anointed he made a long speech, though 
talking was very hard to him. " I lay before in sick­
ness with little strength, anointed," says he, "and I 
bade then that all men who were under my excom-
munication should be loosed, if I died : I thought that 
to show mercy to them was not to my condemnation, 
and they understood it so, as if I thought myself to have 
gone over-far against them whom I excommunicated 
for their sins, that would not be admonished for legal 
absolution ; and I bade loose, because I thought myself 
dead. But now I bid you, that all my ordinances shall 
stand with these, unless they have reconciled themselves 
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with their redemption as I have before ordered; else 
shall they bide the adjustment of the bishop who shall 
come after me." Then he rested, and spoke the 
second time to those who were near him : " I will 
pray you that ye forgive me, if I have so done that 
you have not thought well." But all said that they had 
nothing to be displeased with. And Gizur Hall's son 
spoke thus on behalf of all. " We pray you, sir ! that 
you forgive us those things which we have done ill 
against you, that must be both many and great." 
The blessed Thorlak consented to their forgiveness 
gladly. Then spoke Gizur that speech, which it may 
plainly be seen that the HOLY SPIRIT spoke in him > 
" We pray thee, sir, while thou art now in bodily pre-
sence visibly with us, be thou to us ghostly father, 
earning mercy with Almighty GOD ; because we firmly 
believe that thou wilt have in the eternal life no less 
power with GOD than now." But Thorlak the bishop 
answered nothing, after the example of the SON of 
GOD, when He agreed with something silently ; as he 
had no word against it, for he granted all that now 
which was then asked ; yet for humility's sake he would 
not make known that he was able to do this. And 
few might for grief restrain their tears that were pre­
sent. As the bishop saw that, he said: " Do not 
grieve at our parting company, though I fare after my 
destiny; I should have been able for little, if others-
had not helped me ; you have little loss in me, for next 
after me will come a mickle prince ; but I will comfort 
you in this, for I think to know certainly that GOD 
will not judge me worthy of heil." 

Afterwards he admonished the priests, and gave 
them his blessing, before he was anointed. But after 
the unction he would not speak beyond what was 
most necessary ; though his lips always moved in 
prayer while he lived. 

But when seven nights had passed since he received 
unction, he requested early on this day change of 
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clothes; but Orm the priest, his chaplain, ansvvered 
thus : " We think, sir, there is danger in moving you; 
rather will you not be removed in these clothes, if you 
are short-lived?" The bishop answered, "You may 
well delay to move me, for of the unction I hope for 
mercy from GOD, and not from these clothes." Then 
there were brought to him other clothes, and he ob-
served that day all the same good customs; and as even-
song was ended there fell on him a certain weakness, 
and as he lifted up his eyes, he said, " Whither fared 
1 horkell1 now?" But Gizur Hall's son, the wisest man, 
judged so, that Thorkell had appeared to the bishop 
at his death, and visibly allured him from the worldly 
life to the pure life. And as Bishop Thorlak was at 
the point of death, he asked to drink; and as it was 
borne to him he bowed gently and fell asleep blessedly 
to GOD ; and GOD granted him that honour, that he 
thirsted at his death like the SON of GOD Himself, and 
that it might not be soothed but in spiritual life, which 
GOD shows to them that even thirst for Him. GOD 
has made that clear in the death of the holy Bishop 
Thorlak which he spoke by the mouth of David, that 
honourable must be the death of holy men; because 
that to all it seemed better to be beside him dead 
than with many living men. That happened also 
after his death, that his face was much brighter than 
other men's, and seldom have living man's eyes been 
so bright as his, even those who have good sight. 
Many wounds had befallen his body, great and small, 
but all were healed immediately he was dead j and all 
were much surprised at this, but Gizur the most, as 
he was keenerto see than others. Then was the body 
boune, and his hair shaven. Men had then holy relics 
open, and made many cures from them. Thorlak 
the bishop died on Thursday, one night2 before Christ-

1 No doubt this meant Thorkell Geiri's son, the pious founder 
of the monastery at Ver.—TRANSLATØR. 

This stands quite right with the reckoning of time : in the 
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mas eve, 60 winters old, and had been fifteen winters 
bishop. There had elapsed since the birth of CHRIST 
i i 86 winters.1 

19. After the bishop's death his body was borne into 
the church, and was in the choir three nights waiting 
for burial. But the second day of Yule he was laid 
in the earth; and there were present Paul the priest 
his kinsman, who was bishop after hini, and many 
other learned men. There came also the body of 
that poor man, who was a leper, and the bishop had 
taken him from poverty, and kept him till his dying 
day; and GOD willed to let thus be seen his work of 
charity, that was one of many others. But before men 
went away from the burial of the blessed Bishop 
Thorlak, Gizur Hall's son then spoke of what had 
happened, as the custom was at distinguished men's 
burial. He declared first, what a useful man Bishop 
Thorlak had been, both to the see and to all the lands-
folk. Then he spoke some words in praise of those 
bishops who had held the see in Skalholt before Thor­
lak came. After that he spoke thus ; " Good is it 
to remember at our witness and from the histories of 
our forefathers about those bishops who have been be­
fore our memory; and whosoever is thought best and 
wisest, and howsoever illustrious men they all have 
been in their episcopate, nevertheless it is borne out 
how Thorlak has fitted himself for bishop's dignity far 
beyond all others. He was pure-lived all his days, 
well-conducted and ware of evil, strenuous and right-
eous, merciful and of saving counsel, humble and a 
wise ruier, meek and with true love and charity to-
wards GOD and men. He received consecration in 
years of childhood, and it seemed to the wisest men 

year 1193 Yule was onThursday, and Thorlak's mass fell on the 
fifth day. 

1 This is after the time-reckoning of Hungrvaka, for by the 
right reckoning he died 1193. Stockholm's book hashere mis-
written the reckoning of age, mccc. for mc. 
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that his honour and holiness increased while they 
lasted; and in his young age he placed himself under 
holy rule, and kept it faithfully till death. Now though 
it be forbidden that we should judge according to 
the counsel of men, there must be few men saved if he 
is not perfectly blessed, so unlike as he was to most 
men in his life and good behaviour." He closed his 
speech with eloquent words. The men of the diocese 
and the landsfolk far around grieved much for the 
death of the blessed Bishop Thorlak ; but many men 
were comforted by beautiful dreams whereby GOD 
celebrated further his honour. And yet thereto tended 
many bad seasons and misfortunes : only one bishop 
in the land, and he very old, and therewithal dissen­
sion in the Northern1 district. 

That event happened in Vatnsdale, that a worthy 
bonder dreamt that he thought he had gone out and 
saw a man coming southwards over the heath, and he 
asked how Bishop Thorlak might be. But he an-
swered, " He is not now called Thorlak, but rather 
Radvald (the mighty in counsel) with GOD." The 
bonder told Charles the abbot the dream, and he 
read it so that the bishop must be dead, and have 
honour with GOD. Gizur Hall's son dreamed a little 
after the death of Bishop Thorlak, that he thought he 
saw him sitting in the church at Skalholt in bishop's 
vestments, and blessing thence the folk; and he read 
so the dream, that he must be indeed a superior of 
Christendom. Many wise men affirmed that a second 
time must the holy relics of Bishop Thorlak come up, 
else must no wealth be to Iceland; as Eirik the arch-
bishop bare witness in his brief, which he sent to 
Paul the bishop, thus saying; " Øur renowned brother, 
Bishop Thorlak, of good memory, we believe has been 
holy in his life, but now a glorious jewel of power 
before GOD, and of great authority." 

1 That is to say, the contests between Gudmund the dear and 
Onund in Longlithe. 
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20. A priest of the northern part of the country, 
hight Thorvald, dreamed four winters after the death 
of Bishop Thorlak that he came to him and said to 
him that the weather would soon improve, because 
it was a bad winter. " I give thee that counsel," he 
said, " that men open my grave in summer, and see 
my body taken out of the earth; and if any think to 
see tokens of holiness to be there, then let them do 
as they like as to invocation and keeping of my day." 
Pie then vanished. The priest told Bishop Brand 
the dream and asked him to swear to it. 

In the winter, on the night of Maundy Thursday, 
after the death of Bishop Thorlak, a bonder hight 
Swein saw such a mickle light in Skalholt over the 
grave of Bishop Thorlak that hardly might the church 
be seen for it. 

Orm the priest fared on this errand to the Althing 
the summer after, on behalf of Brand the bishop, to 
say what miracles of holy Bishop Thorlak's had taken 
place in that district; but in the journey his horse 
became so exhausted that he could not go ; but imme-
diately he cailed upon Bishop Thorlak, his horse started 
up, and he rode the full day's journey to the Thing. 
And as this marvel was told and many others, then 
were men fain of this intelligence, and immediately 
many men called on Bishop Thorlak in their necessi-
ties, and thought to get good from it: but that was 
not then done by permission of the bishop. 

21. The same summer, later. Bishop Brand sent 
Orm the priest with other his clerks to the Althing, 
and let his brief be carried before Bishop Paul, and 
the other chiefs, and then was there witness borne to 
many miracles of Bishop Thorlak; there had been 
men called together about this matter, and Bishop 
Paul was easily led, and not self-willed in this matter, 
as many others, with other chiefs of the land, and 
glad of this commission. That was the counsel of 
men with the message of Brand the bishop; that 
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Bishop Paul made known as ordinance upon S. 
Peter's day that to all men should be granted leave 
to invoke the blessed Thorlak; that men should sing 
tides to him on his death-day. On S. Peter's day 
was Bishop Thorlak chosen bishop ; and then was 
leave given to invoke him, and there was a law made 
for the keeping of his day the second summer next 
after this occasion ; and as a mark that they were not 
thought to have offended GOD in this, there were 
many remarkable miracles immediately at this same 
Thing. 

[Here follows a long catalogue of miracles. One 
or two specimens will suffice.—TRANSLATØR.] 

At a farm in Westfirth, the house was on fire so 
that it seemed all the farm must burn, and no man at 
home but a young child : the child cailed on Bishop 
Thorlak to help, and immediately came so mickle 
rain out of heaven, that the fire was slaked; but the 
rain came no further than that farm. 

A poor house-wife cailed on Bishop Thorlak, that 
he should give her child something to eat, because it 
was a very bad season; she went to the shore and 
saw a great seal; it lay quiet, and she went to it, as 
it was fast by a stone, and she slew it, and thus she 
had food enough. 

A hospitable bonder had no food on account of 
the bad season : he cailed on Bishop Thorlak for 
help, and a little after a whale came to him washed 
ashore, there where many men had ownership with 
him. They made fast the whale; and there arose 
much dealing with men in dividing : then came such 
sharp weather that the fastenings broke, and the drifted 
whale brake forth to the sea and came afterwards there 
ashore to the land which only this bonder owned. 

27. When these so many and widely-known miracles 
of Bishop Thorlak were celebrated and read, it was 
agreed with all the learned chiefs and laity in the land, 
to take his body out of the earth; therefore Paul the 
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bishop called together learned men and chiefs to 
Skalholt: there were first Brand bishop from Hol, 
Gudmund Ari's son the priest, who was afterwards 
bishop; Sæmund and Orm, brothers of Bishop Paul > 
Hall and Thorvard and Magnus, sons of Gizur, 
Thorleif of Hitardal, and many other chiefs. There 
were great floods at that time in all the land; but so 
GOD willed that that hindered no man's journey to the 
see: and as they were all come together, they all 
kept vigil that night, to the praise of GOD and of the 
holy Thorlak. The day after were his holy relics 
taken out of the earth, and borne into the church 
with hymns and songs of praise and fair procession, 
and all that honour and reverence that in this land 
might be shown. The cofhn was set down in the 
choir, and learned men sang there "Te Deum;" and 
sick men crept to the coffin and many went thence 
whole. In the same year that the holy relics of 
Bishop Thorlak were taken up out of the earth, were 
many miracles, which I must mention in few words, 

28. Many sick men took healing, in whatsoever 
sicknesses they lay, if they called on his name. If men 
were at sea or on land, in whatever risks they might 
be, if they made quickly prayer for his help, immedi-
ately they called on him the winds were laid and the 
sea was calmed, fires were slaked, waters abated, 
storms were quelled, property was found that men had 
lost; and if one bound earth out of his grave with 
hurts, boil or wound, it was quickly bettered. Cattle 
were cured of all sickness, immediately he was invoked. 
By these benefactions of the holy Bishop Thorlak that 
1 have now told, much wealth accrued to the see of 
Skalholt from all lands where his name was known : 
most out of Norway, much from England, Sweden, 
Denmark, Russia, Gothland, Scotland, Orkney, Faroe, 
Caithness, Shetland, Greenland, but most in his own 
land; and it may thereby be noticed what love men 
had to him, that the first time the service of his day was 
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sung at the see there were 230 wax candles burnt 
there. Bishop Paul let a shrine be made for the 
holy relics of Bishop Thorlak by that goldsmith who 
was named Thorstein, which is there at this day; and 
that shrine now stands over the high altar in Skalholt, 
as it was made for the merits of his manifold miracles : 
there the blind receive sight, the deaf hearing, the 
cripples straightening, the lepers are purified, the lame 
walk, the crazed or possessed receive full healing, the 
captives are freed, wheresoever in the land they call 
on his name; the dumb are made to speak, and all 
kinds of inward sicknesses and diseases are bettered 
there; and there is no injury to men or cattle, either 
at sea or land, to which GOD gives not healing and 
help by the intercession of His blessed saint Bishop 
Thorlak, directly he is invoked. Pray we now, that 
by his intercession he obtain for us from Almighty 
GOD peace and happiness, and a good ending-day to 
this life; and may afterwards bid us to the vision of 
the heavenly kingdom, freed from all the devil's power, 
by His bounty; that with him we may live blessedly 
with GOD in the heavenly kingdom's fold, in eternal 
life without end. Amen, 



As some vast peak beheld at morning's prime 
Supreme, above the mists that wrap its base 
And veil its vision for a mounting space, 

Raises its head in sunlight, hoar with rime, 
So, through the heaped-up years, the mists of time 

And cloudy folk-lore of an ancient race 
Whose blind fond faith all marvels might embrace, 

This man's true life stands forth for us, sublime. 

A blind fond faith, we say. Ah ! whoso dåres, 
Who is so wise, that he may laugh to scorn 
These simple-minded children of the morn 

And early twilight ? Rather be our prayers 
For eyes, with all our light, as clear as theirs 

To read Heaven's message through earth's tokens borne! 



APPENDIX 1. 

THE STORY OF ODDAVERJA. 

When the holy Bishop Thorlak had been one 
winter at his see, he began his journey the summer 
after to Eastfirth. And when he came south to Lo-
magnupsand, he took a night's lodging at Swinefell 
(Svinafell:) there dwelt Sigurd Orm's son, a man of 
great worldly honour, rich, and of good family. The 
lord bishop was here welcomed worthily, as should 
be. But because the bonder wished to have a church 
consecrated there, the bishop called him to talk with 
him the morning after, and produced the command 
of the lord Archbishop Eystein, in which he charged 
him to bring under his dominion all churches and 
Church property in his bishopric. Sigurd denied that 
flatly, and said he could not consent to place under 
him that which he had before held freely, on account 
of claim and old possession. The bishop said that 
the appointment of the Apostles themselves gave him 
power over all Church property without any distinction. 
" The holy fathers of Christianity, and the Popes, the 
successors of the Apostles, have ordered and set the 
same in the laws of the churches in all Christendom, 
And the Pope had also bidden Archbishop Eystein to 
carry on the same errand in Norway, and that had 
gone forward there. And it is not right or to be borne, 
that this poor land should not be placed under one law 
with these." Sigurd ansvvered that " the Norsemen or 
foreigners may not yield over for us our own posses-
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sions." Then answered the bishop : " That condi-
tion which unlearned men have here made, to choose 
for themselves power over those things which they 
have before given to GOD, is powerless by the law 
itself, and is not to be held; and wherever this afifair 
is lawfully charged by the bishop, such men are not 
in the number of those who can have hope of help 
from GOD, while they keep their obstinacy; and who-
soever hold back tithes or the possessions of holy 
men with stubbornness, they are excommunicated, 
after the lawful warnings, if they will not be reconciled, 
and leave off their wrong-doing." 

The day passed, so that the bonder saw the conse-
cration of the church would not take place unless he 
changed his speech. He turned now to a wise coun-
sel, and he laid the deed of the property of the church, 
and the church itself, in the power of the bishop. He 
then consecrated the church and sang mass. And 
after mass he appointed Sigurd's place in fee for a 
certain time, and he yielded it to him to keep. The 
bishop fared then to Redbrook (Raudalækjar). Orm 
the old dwelt there. He presented there the same 
claim as at Swinefell; it came to much the same thing, 
that Orm laid the ordering of the church under the 
bishop, but he appointed him, and they parted 
friends. 

Bishop Thorlak fared thereafter to Eastfirth on the 
same business, and they had mostly the same answer 
for him who dwelt in the place. And though many 
were the difficulties that he had in bringing over to 
himself all his heritage, it came to pass that Bishop 
Thorlak took authority of all parishes east of Hjorleifs 
head (Hjorleifshdfdi) out at Thvattwater (Thvatta) 
and Hallormstead, and that has been held ever since. 
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APPENDIX II. 

Some further difficulties encountered by the bishop 
are given in the history of John Loft's (or Lopt's) son 
which comes under the head of the " Oddaverja Story." 
" In that time John Loft's son governed Oddi, he 
that was the greatest chief in Iceland : he was a 
' go'bor'S's man j'1 he was the wisest of men in clerkly 
learning, which he had taken from his forebears. He 
was a deacon in orders, a man with a fine voice in 
holy church. He gave eke much thought thereto, that 
those churches over which he had authority should 
be appointed in all things as was best. He was full 
of most accomplishments which were usual to men at 
that time. He was such a proud and pushing man 
that there hardly was a greater, because he would not 
give way for any one, or leave off what he began. 
He had a wife who was called Halldora, and was 
Brand's daughter. Their son was Sæmund." This 
John Loft's son seems to have been a man of notori-
ously evil life, and had contracted a bigamous marriage 
with Ragneid, Bishop Thorlak's sister. Nevertheless 
he was energetic in Church matters, for we read : "At 
that time John had got possession of Hofdabrek-
kuland, which was thought to be the best before 
Hofdi was destroyed. A south-westerly gale-storm 
had broken down two churches, and now John had 
let a new church be made there, and very elaborately 
built: the holy Bishop Thorlak had to take a night's 

1 "The Norse chiefs who settled in Iceland, finding the 
country uninhabited, solemnly took possession of the land ; and 
in order to found a community, they built a temple, and called 
themselves by the name of gofti or hofgo'Si, templepriest: and 
thus the temple became the nucleus of the new community, 
which was called go'Sor'S." (Cleasby-Vigfusson's Icelandic Dic-
tionary, which vide for more information sub Go'Si.) 
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lodging there that same autumn, as he came from 
Eastfirth, as before was said. It was thought that 
he would consecrate the church. There was prepared 
a splendid feast to receive him. And at the day 
appointed he came there with his travelling retinue. 
John was to the fore, and many other great men. 

" In the morning the bishop got ready for the con-
secration ; and John and those men who were in the 
affair with him, went to the bishop, and were speak-
ing with him about how the Church deed should be. 
The lord bishop asked, according to justice, whether 
John had heard the archbishop's mandate regarding 
Church possessions. John answered, 'I may hear 
the archbishop's mandate, but I am minded to hold 
him at nought, and I think that he neither wills nor 
knows better than my forebears, Sæmund the learned 
and his sons. And I will not also condemn the con-
duct of our bishops here in the country who conform 
to that custom of the land, that laymen should rule 
those churches which their forefathers gave to GOD, 
and over which they appointed to themselves and 
their successors the power.' 

" The bishop answered with the like reasons that 
were read before, and many others, so saying: ' Well 
knowest thou that, John ! if thou wilt follow truth, 
that the bishop ought to have the Church possessions 
and tithes, after the disposition of the Apostles and 
other holy fathers; and because laymen may not have 
power over these things, that possession may never 
be freed to them from old times. I hope that to the 
foremen of the Church who have been before us it 
may be greatly excused, since it was never forbidden 
to them by their superiors to call under their power 
churches and tithes; and therefore are they excom-
municate, who hold tithes and GOD'S property with 
obstinacy against the will and agreement of the bishop.' 
John answered : ' Ye may call that excommunication 
if you will, but I will never lay down my possession 



Appendix. 119  

in your power, my church or other things that I have 
rule over.' 

" There was this in the second place betvveen them 
also, that stud at Hofdarhlaup, because it had taken 
many farms, that thence were acquired, and two of 
those that the churches owned. On this account 
there was less tithe and fewer houses for ' brottsong'" 
(that is to say, services performed outside the curate's 
parish.) "John wished on that account that there 
should not be more than one priest and deacon at 
the church : but formerly there were two priests and 
two deacons. The bishop abhorred that for this same 
reason." Bishop Thorlak seems to have had infinite 
trouble with this contumacious John, both with his 
Church property, and because he would not give up 
his ungodly ways; especially in the matter of the 
bishop's sister Ragneid. 

"John was much angered at bearing the bishop's 
reproof, for pride's sake, and this besides, that many 
others had an ill part in this cause, and especially 
Thorstein his son, who dwelt at Gunnarsholt. He 
egged on his father with unheard-of folly against the 
bishop's life; but he thought to deal with the bishop 
with crafty tyranny, rather than to bear arms against 
him; and one time that the bishop fared into his 
district, and took the way opposite the farm in Oddi, 
John thought to capture the bishop, and threaten, as 
he did with many. He set men between two great 
giens that were eastward of the farm, and thought that 
the bishop must fare through there, because he rode 
down out of Eyja and up to Rangriver-vale. And as 
they came over easter Rangriver, it seemed to them in 
Oddi, as if a thick mist lay over the water, so that they 
hardly saw aught. It lasted till the bishop and his 
men were out of sight. But those who were looking 
out thought that the bishop must have fared by 
another path. The followers of the bishop saw clearly 
men sitting between the great giens, but because they 
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knew not what that meant, they fared without fear, 
because these boded them no ill. And as John saw 
that his intention was frustrated, he rode to his dwell-
ing in a circuit with the bishop, with the same mind, 
and certain men with him. He grumbled though 
about it to his friends, that he should have had those 
hardships, when he would have taken the bishop, 
Thorstein his son was then beside him, and said : ' I 
must loose this difficulty, father, and speak to this 
bishop, who does such enormities to men.' John 
answered, ' Thou mayest go against the bishop, if it 
liketh thee, and worse luck might come to thee than 
to overcome Thorlak in something; but no one must 
hear of that but myself alone, if I lend myself to it.' 
Thorstein would not believe that, and fared with cer­
tain men, and they came to Vellir where the bishop 
was at table; and as they saw men go out, they asked 
where the bishop was, they were told that he was at 
table. Thorstein began then to threaten much against 
the bishop if he should go out. Those who had been 
to the door came in; they were asked what men were 
come. They said that Thorstein, John's son, had come, 
and men with him much armed, and that Thorstein 
threatened him much if he came out. They said that 
his first word had been of the bishop, and the oath 
of his father, and also all the intention of John. The 
home people hindered the bishop from going out, 
but he, undaunted and unshaken with the terror of 
wicked men, answered, ' I must go to the church, as 
I am wont; this man shall not do me harm.' The 
home people said thus : ' My lord, sit within and 
sing your Psalter, and venture not yourself under the 
weapons of the evil man who shrinketh from nothing.' 
The bishop answered, ' I must fare as I have in-
tended, and if this man does nothing to me, may be 
that I need make no more difference.' After that 
the bishop went out, and as Thorstein looked at him 
he did not hesitate to brandish an axe, but it was not 



Appendix. 1 2 1  

granted him to aim it: he could not hew before him, 
thinking that GOD'S power had hindered him. Mean-
while the bishop looked at him, and spoke not, and 
went to the church as he had meant, Thorstein went 
to find his father, and told hovv his errand had been, 
John said, ' That did not go far other than I thought.' 
He was then asked why he did not hew with the axe. 
He said his arm had stififened, from the time the 
bishop looked at him, and till he came to the church, 
so that he might not wield the axe before him." 

John made some more attempts to intercept the 
bishop, but they were always frustrated. At the end 
matters appear to have been adjusted to the bishop's 
satisfaction. "John let the bishop obtain possession 
of the church, and rode away. And after a few 
months John consented to put away Ragneid, and 
they took absolution and penance from the bishop: and 
somewhat later Ragneid was given in marriage to an 
Eastman who hight Arnthor; and many men came 
from them." 

Towards the end of his life John Loft's son built a 
church and cloister at Keld, and dedicated it to S. 
John the Baptist. There is a touch of pathos about 
his end. "When John came to Keld, he took a 
severe sickness; and as it increased upon him he let 
himself be carried out at the door, and as he looked 
at the church, he said, 'There standest thou, my 
church ! Thou bewailest me, and I bewail thee !' " 
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APPENDIX III. 

The following story is found in a fragmentary edition 
of the "elder" saga of Bishop Thorlak and joins on 
immediately after his ordination to the bishopric. 

" Bishop Thorlak travelled to the ship with his 
companions, and as they were nearly boun the ship-
men laded the ship to disabling with loose wood, and 
those two ships which they towed out of the bay. 
Then went the bishop to land up ofif the ship, and 
said to the sailors that he thought it was over-much 
laden ; then answered one of them who hight Makan ; 
' Thou hast no weight in the ship,' said he, ' and thou 
shalt not order how it shall be laden.' The bishop 
answered, 'I forbid you in GOD'S Natne,' said he, 'to 
lade it to disabling, and I lay upon you the respon-
sibility of all men that fare with you.' Then the 
bishop descended into the ship, and therewith they 
put to sea , . " The story breaks off abruptly, with 
a gap in the incidents. 

On one of the vestments preserved at Reykjavik is 
embroidered a ship with a man seated therein, and a 
bishop fully vested, standing up in an admonitory 
attitude. It is conjecturable that the design may 
commemorate this story. 

APPENDIX IV. 

The following narrative from the second book of 
miracles of Bishop Thorlak, is so quaint, besides its 
local interest, that I give itas it stands.—TRANSLATØR, 

In Kynn1 in England, a certain man who was cailed 
Audun let an image be made to the glory of the 
blessed Bishop Thorlak ; and when the image was 
made and set in the church there went an English 

1 I am unable to discover the locality of Kynn.—TRANSLATOR. 
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cleric and asked whose likeness that was; he was 
told that it was the image of Thorlak, Bishop of 
Iceland; then he ran with mickle laughter and 
mocking into a kitchen, and took a suet sausage, and 
came thereafter before the image, and held forth the 
sausage in his right hand, and spake thus with mockery 
to the image ; " Wilt thou, man of suet ? thou art a 
suet-bishop l"1 After that he wished to go away, 
and might not move out of the spot whereon he stood ; 
and his hand was cramped to the sausage, and he could 
not move it. There came together a crowd of men 
to see this wonder, and they asked him howthis came 
about; and he confessed his sin there before all them 
who stood by and saw it; and he showed with his 
confession true repentance, and bade those that were 
there that they should support him with their prayers; 
and he promised also that he would never do this kind 
of sin thereafter. They prayed with all their hearts 
for his healing; and Almighty GOD heard their prayer, 
and the blessed Bishop Thorlak; and the hand be-
came straightened, and he fared thence whither he 
would; and all praised GOD and the blessed Bishop 
Thorlak. 

1 " Suet-man" was a nickname " whicli the Novsemen used 
to give to the Icelanders in consequence of their supporting 
themselves chiefly by their flocks and herds." See Cleasby-
V i g f u s s o n ' s  I c e l a n d i c - E n g .  D i c t i o n a r y ,  p .  4 1 4  s u b  " M O R R . "  





CHRISTMAS AT SKALHOLT. 

A.D. 1193. 

CHRISTMAS-TIDE ! o'er the moorland wide the snow is 
spread as a stainless vest. 

Ways be foul, but from far to Skålholt1 rides full many 
an honoured guest; 

Fain of greeting though friends be meeting, grief sits 
heavy on each man's breast. 

Eyes are dim, though the Christmas hymn must sound 
in praise of a SAVIOUR'S Birth. 

Borne along to the house of song, what presence chastens 
the sacred mirth ? 

He who led them so long and fed them, lies full lowly as 
earth to earth. 

Star of Iceland, her gem of price, her sun-ray quenched 
in a darksome night, 

Shepherd tender, a guide and friend, a fair example in 
all men's sight, 

Years fifteen hath his headship been their stay and 
guidance, their life and light. 

Years fifteen ; and his eyes have seen the sixtieth winter 
increase and wane ; 

Snows shall dwindle, and suns enkindle yet the summer 
on field and plain ; 

Grass shall grow and the freed streams flow—but none 
shall look on his like again. 

1 The å in Skålholt is pronounced as ow in fowl. 

K 
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Never more shall the land that bore him bear a truer, a 
nobler son ! 

Fair and bright though she spread to sight the muster-roll 
of her champions, none 

Shines in story with priestly glory passing Thorlak, her 
sainted one. 

Three nights long in the house of song his people bend 
'neath the chastening rod : 

Now they lift on the bier of driftwood, bear him forth to 
the hallowed sod. 

Filled with dule are the days of Yule ; but he sleeps softly 
who sleeps in GOD. 

Christmas, 1894. 

J. MASTERS and Co., Printers, Albion Buildings, S. Bartholoinew Close 
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NEW BOOKS. 
DONALD.  A Story for Boys. By DORIS RAKBURN . Crown 

8vo., price 3s. 6d. 
44 The story is about boys, and suggests itself as a capital bit of reading 

aloud to lads on Sundays. The chief figures in the tale are goqd specimens 
of Young England, gettinginto scrapesas youngsterswill but having,excellent 
and even noble points in their character, the result of a healthy Christian 
education."—Christmas Bookseller. t , 
" An excellent story of a set of choir-boys, who are very like what real 

choir-boys are. The tone and teaching of the book are all that can be 
desired."—School Guardian. , , _ 

"The story, vrhich is mainly designed for boy readers, is very pleasantly 
told."—Publishers* Circular. 
PLUFP; or, What a Little Dog did. By M. F. W., 

Author of " When the Swallows come again," ' Dolly, &c. 
Crown 8vo., price 2s. 

" A very pretty story, simply told but not in the least childish; the tone and 
teachinc are thoroutjhly good."—School Guardian, ^ # 

" Youne children will be delighted with Fluff and its doings. s^ory 
interestingly told and the moral is not too obtrusive—to our mind a great 
merit in a child's \ioo\!i"•~Publish£rs, Circular. . . •_ 

"The author has a rare power of delineating character, and the story is 
skilfully constructed to point its moral "—Bookseller. 

STORIES OP THE BISHOPS OP ICELAND. 
Translated from the Icelandic " Biskupa Sogur by the 
Author of "The Chorister Brothers." 

I The Stories of Thorwald the Far-Farer, and of Bishop Isleif. 
—II. Hunsrrvaka (the Hunger-Waker) being Chromcles of the 
First Five Bishopsof Skalholt.— III. The Story of Bishop Thorlak 
the Saint. 
TRUSTY IN PIGrHT; or, the Vicar's Boys. By the 

Author of "The Chorister Brothers," &c. Crown Svo., with 
an Illustration, 5s. 

TALES POR SUNDAY. Being a Short Story for each 
Sunday from Advent to Trinity Sunday. By Miss E. t. K. 
YEATMAN. Crown Svo., price 2s. 6d. 

MARTON HOUSE; or, a Twofold Quest. By the 
Ven. Archdeacon CHISWBLL , M.A., author of "The Slave 
Prince." Crown 8vo., cloth, price 6s. 

" 'Marton House' is an eminently readable book. Archdeacon Chiswell 
has a very fresh, good-humoured and generaUy agreeable styie. The charac-
tcrs are all interesting, and the sentiment distinctly and directly healthy. 

^"The'story is^imeresting'in itself and interestingly told."—Review. 

WAS SHE RIGHT? By FLORENCE L. HENDERSON.  

" A certain novelty is imparted to 'Was she right!' by the faet that the 
scene is laid in the Island of Barbados. There are pretty word-pictures of 

it5.firpfe«il7w^TorftoT The heroine is an attractive self-sacrificing 
girl. whom we are glad to leave happily married to the manly young planter 
who wins her for his mte."—Guardian. 

THREE LITTLE MAIDS PROM SCHOOL. By 
M. H. DEBENHAM , author of " A Little Candle,' Mistress 
Phil," &c. Crown 8vo., 2s. 

"This prettily told tale of the three little maids, their friendship and ad­
ventures in the Riviera, cannot fail to interest their sisters home from school 
in our more rigorous climate, to whom it will make a most acceptable gift 
book."—Illnstratfd Church News. 
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UNDER CLIFF, A Sequel to "Nora's Friends." 
Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

isfr.he/?eveIoPed in 'his excellent story, 
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their ol<J fricnH'c acters.^e ^rawn» arid both old and yountj- will follovv 

• In is voVurn(?H,e'r H'"1 P,eaSUre and mstruction."-C/»^ Times 
ffood lessLs ar?nm hÆ Tv,6 m°veme

T
nts Nora are set forth, and many 

altOBether a storywhich wi" 
thi. new^nfe a^aiUntere^inp^anfi16!01^^11^/ WOrk We Can hearti|y recommend Booksclling. £ and pleasantly wntten sequel."—and 

NGRA'S FRIENDS; or, a Little Girl's Influence. A 
.lI7 

y for the Young:. Crown 8vo., 5s 

many vvlio coul/harlny l'i'y daim^juvenm^ iTt^aLfl«^ by 

KUFUS. A Tale, Crown 8vo,, cloth, 4s. 6d 

AUtoD5sFERNIES ' S0N' Crown 8vo-' cloth, reduced 

is n^^o e^^t1n'g'^s'ar"oveM1syexpe^ited^tor'be CitVLsr on|COher'an<^ story 
more prosaic than wilcl imagination fancies it ' U Jc o ly be^:ause real llfe is 
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By STELLA AUSTIN. 
WITH ILLUSTRATIONS.  

Cheap editions of those marked thus * 

*TIB AND SIB. Small 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. and 2s. 6d. 
"Little readers will be deli^hted with the history of Tib and Sib. It is a 

very realistic picture of child life."—John Bull. 
44 Though described as a story for children, the account of Tib's adventures 

will be found entertaining by readers of all ages. The book is charmingly 
written, and Tib is a little girl we fall in love with at drst sight/'—Acaciemy. 

"The juvenile would inaeed be hard to please who did not follow with de-
light the adventures of Tib and Sib as prettily told by Stella Austin."—Court 
Journal. 

"One of the best books for young children we have seen for a long time. 
The scene in court between Tib and the Judge is one of those happy minglings 
of fun and pathos which very few writers can venture to attempt with success. 
We warmly commend the volume.'—C/t«r£-Å TYww. 
" Will prove very interesting to children. The book is nicely got up, and 

will make an acceptable present.Revicw. 
"Tib and Sib are exquisitely Christmas Books eller. 

*TOM THE HERO. Small 8vo., cl., 3s. 6d. and 2s. 6d. 
" Tom the Hero is a romantically-minded boy who seeks congeuial friends 

amoruj other heroes of tradition and mythology, but who nevertheless has con-
siderable humourin his composition, and consequently is capital company."— 

" Tom the Herois a noblelittlefellow,and worthy ofhisname. We cordially 
recommend to childrenthis chronicle ofhis boyhood."—Athenaum. 

MOTHER BUNCH. Small 8vo., cloth,2s. 6d. 
" The life of ' Mother Bunch' is a lesson in itself, good for folks young and 

old to learn. The illustrations are very ^,ooå"—BookselUr. 

*KENNETH'S CHILDREN. Small 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 
and 2s. 6d. ,  . , . ,  ̂  j 

" This is one of the best books for children of the season. It is a bnght and 
healthy tale. and all children will like it."—Standard. 

*OTHER PEOPLE. A Story of Modem Chivalry. 
Small 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. and 2s. 6d. 

"The story is well told, and the scenes full ofinterest. There is a strong 
under-current of healthy, moral teaching throughout the whole story."—£Kir-
Itsh Churchman. j j • • 
GREAT-GRANDMOTHER'S SHOES. becond edition. 

Small 8vo.,cloth, 3s. 6d. 
"This is a capital story for children, being pervaded throughout by a re-

markably high moral tone, although the author never descends to preaching or 
lecturing. The story is full of interest, and will be eagerly read and thoroughly 
appreciated by all children into whose hånds it may iaW."—Public Opinion. 

*OUR NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOUR. Third edit. Small 
8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. and 2s. 6d. 

" A nerfectly delightful little book which every child ought to be enabled to 
enjoy. It is thoroughly natural and childlike, and Miss Austin is to be con-
gratulated on her success throughout."—/W. j j. 
BEN CRAMER: WORKING JEWELLER. Second edit. 

Small 8vo., cloth, 3s.6d. 
"It is not often that a pleasanter or better written story for children can be 

met with than ' Ben Cramer: Working Jeweller.' The tone of the book is 
thoroughly wholesome, and it is, in faet, one which any child may read with 
profit and which cannot possibly do harm to anybody."— TVif Scotsman. 
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PAT. Fifth edition. Small 8vo., cloth, .3s. 6d. 
" A very delightful story. The hoys and g-irls for whomitis intended will 

find ' Paf a very welcome and attractive present.' —John BuU. 
FOR OLD SAKE'S SAKE. Third edition. Small 8vo. 

cloth, 3s. , f.0 
" Another pretty and natural story by the pleasant author of Kags ana 

Tatters,' with no lack of incident, humour, delmeation of character, or vna 
ever else is essential to successful story-telling. Miss Austm has the mystery 
of her craft, and knows how to blend the touching and pathetic with tne 
humorous and the graphic."—Eng lis h Churchman. 

*UNCLE PHILIP. Third edit. Small 8vo., cl., 3s. 6d. 
and 2s. 6d. , 

"Stella Austin writesfor bothboys and girls. Her * UnclePhilip is a very 
cheery tale, full of a healthy humour, and inculcating, without too directly 
pointing, a most excellent moral."—The Times, 

RAGS AND TATTEKS. Sixth edit. Small Svo., cloth, 
2s. 6d. _ 

••4 Rags and Tatters' is a good book, and is written by a good wnter, witn 
feeling, and piety, and common sense, three excellent things which ao not 
always accompany each other."—Morning Post. c* J 
STUMPS . Eighth edition. 16mo., cloth, 2s. od. 
SOMEBODY. Fifth edition. 16mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 
WINGS. A Story for Children. 6d.; cloth, Is. 

By A. M. F. PAGET, 
Author of "Tales for Me to Read to Myself." 

FRIENDS IN NEED. A Story of High and Low. 
Crown 8vo., price 2s. cloth. 

"Abright and healthy tale, and well told: many of the scenes are lull of 
interest."—JohnBulL, i-.-i.ji „„u 
" A pretty story, showing the mutual dependence of high and low on eacn 

other's good offices."—Academy. . 
THREE MORE TALES. Small post Svo., with bix 

Illustrations by H. P. Redden. 3s. 6d. 
DR.  MOORK'S  SCHOOL ; or, the Boy that was to be made 

a Man of. 
THB GIANT OF THK FIR-TREE MOUNTAINS.  
OUR CHRISTMAS FROLIC.  

**We give a hearty welcome to * Three more Tales.* They are downnght 
good stories, simply told, such as one does not often find in thesedays." 
Athenæum. 

44 These are just the stories to put into children's hånds, warranted to amuse 
and to do them good at the same time."—Ecclesiastical Gazette. 
TALES FOR ME TO KEAD TO MYSELF . With Twelve 

Engravings drawn by Macquoid. 4th Edition. l6mo. 2s. 6d. 
GWEN MAV.  PAT AND HIS APE.  
THE CAVES BY THK SEA.  EVA AND HER DOLLS.  

44 These stories are intended to be put into the hånds of little children, 
though only able to master very easy words, may yet be wishing to read to 
themselves. They were written to supply the want which is sometimes felt, ot 
a book sufficiently easy for this purpose, and yet more entertaining than the 
short sentences in spelling books."—Preface. 

44 A delightful little children's story-book.'—Church RevieTv. 
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Published by J. Masters 8f Co., 

By the Rev. J. M. NEALE, D.D. 
, LiteraryChurchman says—"Dr. Neale's 'Storiesof the Crusades,, 

Uucnemer, 'The Farm of Aptonga,' and above all, 'The Eeyptian Wan-
derers, are mimitable. Dr. Neale could tell a story vvith admirable spirit, and 
tnrow into it such touches of life, so much observation of nature, that they 
were vivid in the picture they presented to the imagination." 

New Edition, crown 8vo., 4s. 6d. 

DUCHENIER ; or, the Revolt of La Vendée. 
graphic description of the stirring scenes ivhich occ ur red during 

the Great French Revolution towards the end of the last century. 

IHEODORA PHRANZA ; or, the Fall of Constantinople. 
Second edition. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

A Tale of the time of the overthrow of the Greek Empire by the 
Turksy contauung afnll account of the memorable Siege of 1453. 

STORIES OF THE CRUSADES. Third edition, Fcap. 
8vo., 3S. 6d. 

Two Stories of the Crusades in 1186 and 1248, the latter being 
the Crusade of S. Louis, which ended so disastrously. 

THE EGYPTIAN WANDERERS. A Tale of the Tenth 
Persecution. Third edition. i8mo.,2s. 

The incidents of thi s story are connected ivith the ground tra-
versed by the British Troops in Upper Egypt and the Desert. 

STORIES FROM HEATHEN MYTHOLOGY. 18mo., 2s. 

EVENINGS AT SACKVILLE COLLEGE WITH MY CHIL-
DREN . Third edition. l8mo., 2s. 

LENT LEGENDS. Stories for Children from Church 
History. Second edition. l8mo., 2s. 

THE FOLLOWERS OF THE LORD ; Stories from 
Church History. Fourth edition. l8mo..2s. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS AT AN ORPHANAGE, contain-
ing Twenty-three Short Discourses addressed to the Children 
of S. Margaret's Orphanage, East Grinsted, on the afternoons 
of Snndays and Holy Days. Third edition. l8mo., 2s. 

TALES ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE APOSTLES' CREED. 
A New Edition. Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

THE TRIUMPHS OF THE CROSS. Part I. Tales of 
Christian Heroism. Sixth edition. l8mo., 2s. Part II. Tales 
of Christian Endurance. Fifth edition. l8mo., 2s. 

I  
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By Mrs. MITCHELL. 
WITH ILLUSTRATIONS.  

GOLDEN HORSESHOES. A Tale of the time of 
Edward III. Crown 8vo.,cloth, 5s. 

'• This story will befoundto be of much interest; itis, moreover, well illus-
trated, and depicts with fidelity those stimng times. 
" A most interesting book. The plot breathes of chivalry and high deeds of 

ancient British valour. The hero is cleverly conceived, and the moral is a good 
one. The illustrations add to the value of the story."—Fubltc Opinion. 

HER MAJESTY'S BEAR. A Tale of the time of Queen 
Elizabeth. Crown 8vo., cloth, 5s. 

•' There is a great deal of life and character in the story, which presents an 
excellent picture of the manners of the time, and will be read with much ad-
vantage as well as with great interest by young people of both sexes. — 
Standard. 

THE DIAMOND RING. A Tale. Crown 8vo., cl., 5s. 
'• A thoroughly delightful tale from beginning to enå."—Churc>t Bells. 

NORTON HALL, A Tale. Crown 8vo., cloth, 5s. 
" A very pleasant, well-written story, which some will prefer to the two for­

mer ones as being more engaged with real modern life, though there is romance 
in it enough to content any one. There is no lack of fun in the story, and it is 
altogether afascinating book, which will be liked by all.' —Guardian. 

THE LITTLE BLUE LADY, and other Tales. Second 
edition. Small 8vo., cloth, 4S. 6d. 

•* These stories are all interesting intheir various ways, and are told well. 
—Saturday Review. , . . ( 
" All the stories are well written. There will be no hesitation on the Par^ 9 

any one who reads the book in admitting that it is highly interesting, and is 
nossessed of much dramatic force."—-Satf-rwa«. „ . 

•' A charming collection. The volume isfull of good things. —Morning Post, 

THE BEAUTIEUL FACE. A Tale for Young and Old. 
Fourth edition. Small 8vo., cloth, 4s. 6d. 

" Mrs. Mitchell has shown great dexterity in a very difficult work in her story 
of ' The Beautiful Face.' This is not precisely what would be called 'a bun-
daybook/yet there is in it astrong infusion of religiousteaching. This infusion, 
however, is never too perceptible; it fiavours, but it does not dommate Mrs. 
Mitchell's story. It is a good bit of work of its particular dass."—TV« Times. 

HATHERLEIGH CROSS. 18mo., cloth. Is. 
Three children raake an agreement with their clergyman to try and raise 

money in the course of a year for the restoration of an ancient cross. How the 
most unhkely of the four achieves success is told in this very pretty little story_ 

A SHORT CHURCH HISTORY, Revised by a Com-
mittee of Ciergy. Used as a Text Book for Teachers in the 
Diocese of Llandaff. Fcap. 8vo., is. 6d. With an ludex. 

This Index has been printed subsequently to the work, and will 
be supplied gratis to those who may apply to the Publishers for it. 

THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR. A Ballad. Square 
32mo., 4d. 
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By C. A. JONES. 

•OLD CRUMPET, THE SHOEMAKER. A Tale of Two 
M'SSiotis. With Prefacebythe Rev. W. J. Knox-Little, Canon 
of Worcester. With three Illustrations. Small 8vo., cloth, 

th'MeaX fwr?,<?UCed this 'i"10 story in a short Preface, and 
w K U i T ,eevi?at. his commendation is just. The brave old man 

^ reaJhed
u.by the Mission, and his loving care of the g^randchildren is 

r i? story touchmgly told. Refreshingly naturalas itis anddestitute ofthe 
vofumetf3^'the aU

flh0r-0f ' Little C^PtSin Dick' h^in tliis prettilyllfustrLled 
volume given us another interesting study of character."—BootecMer. 

*LITTLE READY C RY ; or, the Sorrows of Six Years 
Old. From the French of Madame Colomb. By C. A. Jones 
With numerous Illustrations. Large i6mo., 2s. 

if "lJh,T is.>nuch "riffi,nality in this pretty tale, and we heartily recommend 
ojinion SUre please- The '"ustrations are well executed,"— 

A charming little story, translated—and admirably translated from the 
ifnri th!v • 0"'paratlv? Y f?w children's stories come to us from the French 
and this is quite one of the best we have seen."—Athetiæum. ' 

*LITTLE CAPTAIN DICK. With twelve Illustrations 
by J. K. Sadler. Small 8vo., 2s. 

mue^lfent'tcæ^r'and " Certain t0 beP0PuI--th Miss Jones's 

ho™'-Pub^Oplnon^A hand' and specially calculated to attract a small 

Complete in 8 vols., handsomely bound in cloth, 2s. each. 

STORIES FOR THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. A New Series 
of Stories for every Sunday and Holyday throughout the Year. 

The Series is suitable for the Home or Parochial Library, and 
forms an attractive Gift Book for the Young. 

The Work may also be had in twenty-two Parts, 6d. each. 
" Very excellent and interesting. They are suited for children of all classes 

3 ma^lne a er 0r more prize book." Churck 

" They are simple, pleasing, and good, and we hope they will please our 
read^ers as much as they have pleased us."—Literary Churchman. 
" These touchin^ httle stories will prove both attractive and instructive to 

young people. —John Bull. 
'* The stories are undeniably pretty.,'—Bells, 

STORIES ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. Edited, 
with Preface, by the Rev. W. J. Knox-Little, M.A., Canon of 
Worcester, and VicarofHoar Cross. Fourth Edition. Four 
vols., l6mo., cloth, reduced from 3s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. each. 

*GERTRUDE DACRE. Fcap. 8vo., cloth. Is. 
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•NOT QUITE A HEROINE. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Is. 6d. 
*' A nicelytoned quiet story ofgirlish usefulness and influence. The thoughts 

and purposes are all excellent."—Guardian. 
" ' Not quite a Heroine' is a delightlul story."—John Bull. 

A CHURCH HISTORY FOR CHILDREN. 
STORIES OF THE WONDERFUL KLNGDOM AND SOME 

OP ITS SOLDIERS AND SERVANTS. With forty-two Illustra­
tions. Small 4to., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

"This is a book \ve are very glad to see, as it will bring some of the noblest 
scenes in Church History within the ken of the very smallest children, just as 
Bible Stories are told to them. Thirty-eight stories in the simplest language 
of Saints and Martyrs of all ages must give the little readers some sense of the 
continuity and oneness of the Church. A child brought up on such stories as 
these would hardly fail to know at least what is meant in the Creed by the 
' Holy Catholic Church.'"—Guardian. 

By FLORENCE WILFORD. 
SHORT STORIES FOR MOTHERS' MEETINGS. Fcap. 

ftvo., cloth, 2S. 
44 They are wholesome, fluent, and gracefully told."—Church Times. 
"They have a truth to nature and a tenderness of tone that recommend 

them greatly. All are excellent tales to use when it is convenient to read a 
brief narrative, complete at once."—Literary Churchman. 

*A VANTAGE GROUND, and other Tales. Crown 8vo,, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" There is a great grace and sweetness, and some humour of a quiet and 
playful sort in this book, and the deep undercurrent of the highest Church 
doctrine is alwaysfelt, though never obtrusive."—The Guardian. 

*A MAIDEN OF ØUR OWN DAY. 3rd Edition. Crown 
8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

"An eminently bright, delicate, and tender story—one pleasant to read, and 
pleasant to think over."—Scottish Guardian. 

*LITTLE LIVES AND A GREAT LOVE. Dedicated to the 
Children of the Society of the Love of JESUS . 2nd Edition. 
l6mo., is. 6d. 

" Any one who wishes to see the highest Church Doctrine put before chil­
dren in the most wise and right principled way had better read * Little Lives 
and a Great Love,' which contains several noble stories in all of which the 
* Great Love' is the constraining spirit and the one thought."—Literary 
Churchman. 

*THE KING OF A DAY ; or, Glimpses of French Life 
in the Fifteenth Century. l8mo., cloth, 6d. 

41 An historie legend of the turbulent times that preceded the advent of 
Joan of Arc. The authoress has written a pretty story in a very pleasant way. 
The volume will well repay perusal."—Literary Churchman. 

*AN AUTHOR'S CHILDREN. 18mo., cloth, 6d. 
" A very pretty little story. We cannot praise it higher than by saying that 

it is not unworthy of the Author of 4 A Maiden of our own Day.' "—Guardian. 

JOY IN DUTY. 18mo. 6d. 
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By the Rev. EDWARD M0NR0, M.A. 
*SACRED ALLEGORIES OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND 

Death. Fcap. 8vo., cloth. In Six parts, is. each; in a new 
and improved binding with an Illustration to each. In two 
vols. cloth, 2s. 6d. each. 

5. THE JOURNBY HOME. 
6.  THE DARK MOUNTAINS. 

A Fine Edition of the Allegories complete in one vol. 
With Illustrations engraved hy Mr. J. D. Cooper. Hand-
somely bound in cloth, crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

*WALTER THE SCHOOLMASTER ; or, Studies of Cha-
racter in a Boys* School. 4th edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

"Brings out the religious aspect of the Schoolmaster's office in its bearing 
on the moral training of the Christian soul, to whom he is in some measure a 
Pastor."—Guardian. 

*BASIL THE SCHOOLBOY ; or, the Heir of Arundel. 
A Story of School Life. 5th edition. Small 8vo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" Intended to paint the characters of boys in large modem Schools; the 
characters have had their types in most Schools, and are painted with a con-
sistency that gives a life-like character to every sz<twz"—Ecclesiastic. 

TRUE STORIES OF COTTAGERS. 18mo., cloth, 2s. 
Containing The Drunkard's Boy; The Cottage in the Lane; Robert Lee ; 

Annie's Grave ; Mary Cooper ; The Railroad Boy. 

*EUSTACE ; or, the Lost Inheritance. A Tale of 
School Life. Fcap.Svo. is. 

" A remarkably interesting and religions story which in a very impressive 
manner conveys to both old and young many wise lessons showing most pro-
minently the lasting happiness of those who strive faithfully to gain a heavenly 
inheritance."—Leeds Inttlligencer. 

HARRY AND ARCHIE ; or, First and Last Commu-
nion, and the danger of delay. is. cloth. 

NANNY. A Sequel to "Harry and Archie." 6d. ; 
cloth,i s. 

HARRY AND ARCHIE, with Sequel. Fcap. 8vo., 
cloth gilt, is. 6d. 

*CLAUDIAN. A Tale of the Second Century. Fcap. 
8vo., limp cloth, 6d. 

MIDSOMMER EVE. 6d.; cloth. Is, 

1. THB DARK RIVER. 
2.  THE VAST ARMY. 
3.  THE COMBATANTS. 

("THE RBYELI-KRS. 
4.  -S THB MIDNIGHT SEA 

LTHE WANDERKR. 
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By Mrs. C. F. ALEXANDER. 
THE BARON'S LITTLE DAUGHTER, Sixth edition. 

Small Svo. cloth,  2s.  6d. 
Containing Tales in Verse about the First Christians, The Baron's Little 

Daughter, New Year's Eve, The Guardian Angel, Lilian, and the Risin^ at Aix, 
besides a prose Tale about the Peninsular War ; the entire book formmg" a de-
lightful story of a family during their residence in the Isle of Wight. 

THE LORD OF THE FOREST AND HIS VASSALS. 
Fifth Edition. 2s. 6d. 

An allegory representing the real strife against Sin, the World, and the 
Devil, which all have to fight. 

SIXTY-NINTH EDITION. 

HVMNS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 18mo., wrapper, 
6d.; cloth, is.; French morocco, 2s.; morocco, 4s. 

Royal 32mo., wrapper, 3d.; cloth, 6d. 
48mo., Id. 
Set toMusic by Dr. Gauntlett. Fcap.4to., 

wrapper, 2s. 6d. 

Set to Music by E. C. A. Chepmell. Parts 
I. and II., Is. each. 

A new edition handsomely printed on 
thick toned paper, red border lines, 2s. 6d.; with Twelve 
Photographs, l6mo., cloth, giltedges, 5s.; morocco, lOs. 

HYMNS, DESCRIPTIVE AND DEVOTIONAL, for the use 
ofSchools. Royal 32mo. 2d. 

MORAL SONGS, ILLUSTRATED. With Eighty-five 
engravings on wood, from original drawings by eminent 
artists. Small 4to., cloth extra, reduced in price from 6s. to 
3s.6d.  

The same Edition, in paper cover, price 2s. 
'* Amongst the numerous editions of poems which have been published as a 

kind of pretext for grouping together the choicest efforts of the wood-engraver's 
art, it may be safely affirmed that few, if any, have excelled this of Mrs. Alex-
ander's. The landscape and marine sketches by Wimperis, Boot, Leitch, and 
Skelton are lovely. Altogether it is hardly possible to conceive a more beau-
tiful present."—Church Times. 
" A volume of real beauty and exquisite taste."—/.z/fcrary Churchman, 

Royal 32mo., wrapper, 3d. 
NARRATIVE HYMNS FOR VILLAGE SCHOOLS. 3d. 

Set to Music for one or two voices, by A. F. 
Fcap. 4to., wrapper, 2s. 6d.; cloth, gilt edges, 4s. 

POEMS ON SUBJECTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
New Edition complete in one vol.,on toned laid paper, cloth, 
ls.6d. Part II. of the old edition, 6d., wrapper. 
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By the Rev. F. E. PAGET, M.A. 

HOMEWARD BOUND : the Voyage, and the Voyagers ; 
the Pilot, and the Port. Third edition. Crown 8vo., 4s. 

*' It is a review of the cares, the duties, the troubles of life; the consolations 
that enable souls to bear, the principles upon which it behoves them to aet; 
the hopes that brighten the darkest prospects of the traveller through the 
world. It is no unworthy gift to the Church from one who has served her so 
well by his pen in past time."—Literary Churchman. 

*A STUDENT PENITENT OF 1695. Crown 8vo., Is. 6d. 
,4 The whole book is a gem. But it is the latter part which charms us most. 

It is full of suggestiveness, and that of a very delicate and beautiful kind. For 
sick persons or for those who have much (or indeed anything) to do with the 
sick it will be most valuable."—Literary Churchman. 

*THE OWLET OF OWLSTONE EDGE: his Travels, his 
Experience, andhis Lucubrations. Fifth and cheaperedition. 
Fcap. Svo., cloth, is. 6d. 

Frank " had his ideal of what such a wife (a parson's wife) should be, if she 
were to be allowed to exist at all—the same ideal which Mr. Paget has drawn 
in his charming little book, (would that all parsons'wives wouldread and per-
pend.) the Owlet of Owlstone Edge. But Valentia would surely not make a 
Beatrice," &c.—Kingsley's " TTVO Years Ago," ch. 13. 

*THE CURATE OF CUMBERWORTH, and THE VICAR 
OF ROOST . Second edition. Fcap. 8vo., is. 6d. 

*S. ANTHOLIN'S ; or, Old Churches and New. New 
edition. l8mo., cloth, 9d. 

^TALES OF THE VILLAGE. A New edition. Three 
Parts in One Vol. Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 6d. With Illustrations. 

The Romanist—The Dissenter—The Infidel. 

TALES OF THE VILLAGE CHILDREN. Seventh edit. 
The First and Second Series reprinted in one vol., 18mo., 
cloth, with 10 Illustrations, 2s. 6d., formerly published at 2s. 
each. A cheap and popular present for a boy. 

" A capital book for parochial libraries, and well fitted for reading at 
mothers' meetings, or other like gatherings."—Church Times. 

THE HOPE OF THE KATZEKOPFS; or, the Sorrows 
of Selfishness. Sixth edition. 18mo., cloth, 2s. 

4,We must not forget to recommend a book the moderate price of which 
leaves no nursery library excusable for its absence. It is a charming story and 
ought to be much more widely known than it is. We cannot recommend it too 
highly to those who have not already made friends with it."—Aunt yudy's 
Magazine. 

*THE WARDEN OF BERKINGHOLT. Fcap. 8vo., Is. 6d. 
••Enters fully into the responsibilities which rank, property and education 

in vol ve."—English Review. 
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By Miss C. M. YONGE. 
HENRIETTA'S WISH. A Tale. Uniform with " The 

Two Guardians." Sixth edition. Crown 8vo. ,4s.  6d. 
" We have seldom seen a book for the young less exaggerated, or more true 

to nature. The gulf between good and bad is generally so wide that no child 
can ever aspire to being so saintlike as the one, or dread being so criminal as 
the other. 4 Henrietta's Wish' is clear oftheseextremes."—Morning Chronicle, 

THE TWO GUARDIANS; or, Home in this World. 
Fifth edition. Crown 8vo., 6s.  

"Nothing can be finer than the heroine; an upright, truthful character, 
wanting in tact, and not at first free from grave faults, yet full of deep feeling 
and true religion; strongly consistent, winning her way and inspiring hearty 
affection by her goodness, real kindness, and entire honesty."—Christian Re-
memhrancer. 

By H. L. SIDNEY LEAR, 
Author of " The Light of the Conscience," " Life of S. Francis 

de Sales," &c. 

*TALES OF A LONDON PARISH. Edited by the Rev. 
W. J. E. BENNETT . Third edition. l8mo., reduced to is. 

CØNTENTS:—Denis, the Beggar Boy; "The Master is come;" The Old 
Streetsweeper; Johanna of Nuremberg; Honor O'Keefe; The Old House; 
Midsummer Eve; There's a Skeleton in every House; My Catechumens ; 
Christian Flower's Story; Dick's Baby; Once a Gentleman. 

*PARISH TALES. Reprinted from " Tales of a London 
Parish," and "OurDoctor." In32mo., printed separately 
for distribution, in a packet, reduced to 6d. 

CONTENTSDenis the Beggar Boy; The Old Street Sweeper; Honor 
O'Keefe; There's a Skeleton in every House; Christian Flower's Story; My 
Catechumens; The Hill-side Cottage. 

By W. H. DAVENPORT ADAMS. 
HEROES OF THE CROSS. Biographical Studies of 

the following Saints, Martyrs, and Christian Pioneers: S. 
Columba, S. Bernard of Clairvaux, S. Francis of Assisi, S. 
Catherine of Siena, Girolamo Savonarola, S. Francis Xavier, 
Anne Askew, S. Francis de Sales, S. Vincent de Paul, Henry 
Martyn, John Coleridge Patteson. Crown 8vo.. 7s. 6d. 

"This is a handsome volume containing biographical sketches of men and 
women notable for their heroic conduct in the struggle to uphold the standard 
of the religion of CHRIST. Mr. Adams presents a fair and impartial picture 
of the heroes selected for delineation. A catholic tone pervades the whole 
book, and Mr. Adams has provided his readers with a valuable and worthy 
series of studies from the lives of great men and women."—Church Times. 

*CURIOSITIES OF SUPERSTITION AND SKETCHES OF 
SOME UNREVEALED RELIGIONS. Crown 8vo., cloth, reduced 
to is. 

•4 To my mind there is no study more absorbing than that of the Religions of 
the World,—the study, if I may so call it, of the various lanjjuages in which man 
has spoken to his Maker, and of that language in which his Maker 4 at sundry 
times and in divers manners' spake to man. , ,—MAX MULLER. 

4— -4 
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By Miss KATHARINE D. CORNISH. 

*PH(EBE ,S POOL, and HOLIDAYS AT BRINNICOMBE. 
Bound together in one vol. of 350 pages, price 2s. 6d. Each 
story has 4 engravings. 

41' Phæbe's Pool' is a charming little story book for children. The tale is told 
with a pleasant thread of interest running all through, and will be sure to be 
an acceptable gift to the young."—Public Opinion, 

" A dalnty little yolume for fittle folks, wherein certain small adventures of 
some charming children are narrated in a thoroughly natural and pleasing 
style."—Church Bells. 

" 1 Holidays at Brinnicombe' is a pretty little story of the visit of a large 
party of cousins to their grandparents in Devonshire. How two of the party 
made their preparations for and started upon a journey to New Zealand, how 
far they travelied, and the adventures they met with, will be interesting and 
instructive to any boy or girl with a like adventurous spirit."—Church Times. 

By the Rev. W. GRESLEY, M.A. 

*THE FOBEST OK ARDEN, A Tale illustrative of the 
English Reformation. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 

*BERNARD LESLIE. The Revival of Church Princi­
ples in England. is. 

*BERNARD LKSLIE. Second Part. The Progress of 
the Church Movement. is. 

THE PORTRAIT OF AN ENGLISH CHURCHMAN. A 
new and cheaper edition, is. 

SOPHRON AND NEOLOGUS; or Common Sense Phi-
losophy. 3s. 

By JETTA S. WOLFF. 

STORIES FROM THE LIVES OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 
OP THK CHURCH , told in simple Language. Edited with an 
Introduction by the Rev. C. W. Woodhouse, M.A., Caius 
College, Cambridge, Canon Residentiary of Manchester. 
With 4 Illustrations. In royal l6mo., 2s. 6d. 

SHORT TALES FROM HISTORY. In Words of One 
and Two Syllables. With a Preface by the Rev. C. E. 
Moberly, M.A., late a Master in Rugby School. With 4 Illus­
trations. In royal l6mo., Is. 6d. 

The author is of opinion that though there is no royal road to learning, the 
common road may at least be relieved of some of its tediousness by rendering 
it as interesting as possible, which can best be done by adding to the present 
insufficient supply of stories written in very short words. 
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By AUSTIN CLARE. 
WORDS IN SEASON TO WORKING WOMEN. 18mo., 

cloth, is. 3d. . 
Contains Fifteen Stories for Advent, Christmas, New Year s Day, Epipnany, 

Purification, Lent, Annunciation, Good Friday, Easter, Ascensiontide, vVnit-
suntide, Trinity, Transfiguration, Michaelmas, and All Saints Day. 

THE WAY OUT. A Northumbrian Pitman's Story. 
Post 8vo., cloth, is. 

By the Rev. W. E. HEYGATE. 
AN OLD PARSON'S ANECDOTES AND TALES. Crown 

8vo., 3s. 6d. 
41 The stories are all new to us, and they are told with freshness and simpli-

city, and with abundance of suggestive comment."—Times. „ 
"An interesting collection of personal reminiscences and stories. Book-

seller. ^ . . j 
" Full of the ripest wisdom and soundest advice. The impression made upon 

the reader is eminently pleasing. We wish to give a specially emphatic recom-
mendation to this little book. There is an atmosphere of simple goodness 
breathing through it which cannot but be helpful as well as dehghtful. — 
Literary Churcnntan. 
" His anecdotes are refreshingly simple, and a real treat to read in this arti­

ficial 3igQ"—Church Review. 

By DENIS ARKWRIGHT. 
MRS. ARNOLD. A Novel. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

4' A work of unusual excellence. The elever and interesting story takes very 
high ground both morally and intellectually. The descriptions of society are 
excellent and true to life. The style throughout is gracefuland refined. There 
is an admirable account of a Commemoration Week in Oxford, with all the 
familiar features of the University carnival well brought out. We strongly 
recommend this book to our readers.''—Oxford University Herald. 

' A pretty story. There is much variety in the characters and in the scenes. ' 
—Church Times. 
" There is much elever portraiture in this novel. It is a book that may well 

be productive of beneficial results."—Publishers* Circular. 

By F. S. ROLLINGS. 
A STORY OF GUY FAWKES' DAY FORTY YEARS 

AGO, and HALE AN UNCIÆ, ALL A KINSMAN. 
Crown 8vo., 3s. 

"Two pretty tales. The first relates the recollectionsof twopooroldsisters 
of a conspirator, who is almost identified with Colonel Despard: it has a good 
deal of pathos. The second is of two young people foolishly prejudiced against 
their good guardian ; it is quite refreshing after the many oppressed children 
and cruel aunts we have encountered in fiction."—Guardian. 

" Two touching little stories which have a grace and a charm rendering 
them very attractive reading."—yohn Biill. 
" Well told and interesting."—Bookseller. 
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*ABBEY LANDS. A Tale illustrative of the evils at-
tendant upon the possession of Church property. By W. S. 
Rockstro. Fcap. 8vo., reduced to is. 6d. 

*ARCHIE'S AMBITION. A Tale. ISmo., cloth, Cd. 
^ADVENTURES OF OLAF TRYGGVESON, KING OF 

NORWAY. A Tale of the Tenth Century, showing how Chris-
tianity was introduced into Norway. By Mrs. J. J. Reed. 
Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. 

*THE APPLE BLOSSOM ; or, a Mother's Legacy. By 
Onyx Titian. Fcap.Svo. ls.6d. 

AT GRANNY'S; or, Ten Days without Father and 
Mother. Royal ifimo., with Four Illustrations, 2s. 6d. 

"An unusually good story for children."—Publishers' Circular. 
" The little ones will rejoice with great rejoicing in the doings and mis-

doings—the latter are not very serious—of Jack and Jill, a very 'lifelike and 
loveable pair."—Manchester Examiner. 
" A charming story of child life."—Leeds Mercury. 

BEN'S ANGEL. By the Author of "Neddie's Care," 
&c. Second edition. i6mo.,6d. 

A BIRTHDAY POSY, for Young and Old. Verses, 
Songs, Stories, Plays, &c. By Augusta Temple. Fcap. 410., 
handsomely bound, with gilt edges, fis. 

" A handsome volume, in which children and adults will alike find profit and 
much to interest, written throughout in a noble and elevating s\.y\e:'—Cotirt 
yournal. 

*THE BIRTHDAY. A Tale. By the Author of 
" Gideon," " Josiah," &c. Fifth edition. Fcap.Svo. 2s. 

A pleasing story, by a late noble lady, of the virtues and failings of some 
young people of the upper class, and their friendly intercourse witn the little 
daughter of their dergyman. 

THE BISHOP'S LITTLE DAUGHTER. A Tale for 
the Young. Seventh edition. l8mo. 2s. 

*BEATRICE: a Tale of the Early Christians. By A. 
Bonus. isme. is. 

*BAPTISMAL VOWS ; or, the Feast of S. Barnahas. 
ISmo. 6d. 

BETHANY, a Pilgrimage; and MAGDALA, a Day by 
the Seaof Galilee. By the Rev. S. C. Malan, D.D. Second 
edition. Fcap. 8vo., is. 6d. 

BOOK OF CHURCH HISTORY, founded on the Rev. 
W. Palmer's "Ecelesiastical History." 5th edit. l8mo. is. 

CHAPTERS ON ANIMALS; or, Annie Grant's Play-
mates. 32mo., cloth, 8d. 
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CHAPTERS ON PLANTS; or, Marion's Herbal. 32mo. 
cloth, 8(1. 

CHAPTERS ON THE TE DEUM. By the author of 
" Earth's Many Voices." )6mo., cloth, is. 

*THE CHILDREN OF ROSE LYNN. Six Stories. By 
Selina Hancock. l8mo., is. 

" This is a capital collection of stories for reading in the nursery and school-
room. Interesting and instructive at the same time, they cannot be too 
strongly recommended."—yohn Bull. 

THE CHILD'S NEW LESSON BOOK, or Stories for Little 
Readers. i6mo., cloth, is. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR CHILDREN, From the 
German. l8mo. is. 

Gives a lively account of how Christmas-tide was spent by rich and poor in 
the village of Weld ; and the lesson is taught that riches, if spent entirely on 
ourselves, will surely bring disappointment and vexation. 

CHRONICLES OF S. MARY'S; a Tale of a Sisterhood. 
By S. D. N. Second edition. Crown 8vo., cloth, 6s. 

*'The book before us is not merely new, but it could not have been even 
invented as a fancy sketch by the most imaginative writer a very few years 
ago. And that because it deals with the now familiar work of Sisterhoods, 
and gives some glimpses into the inner ways of an English Convent. We have 
to thank the author for some pleasant hours of reading, and most of those who 
follow our example will gain besides much information which we had gathered 
before in a more direct manner."—Church Times. 

CON VERS ATIONS WITH COUSIN RACHEL. 4 Parts 
in 1 vol. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

*COTTAGE HOMES ; or, Tales on the Ten Command-
ments. By H. Yorke. With engravings. l8mo., cloth, is. 

*CHARITY AT HOME. By the Author of "Working 
andWaiting." i8mo. is. 

*A CHRONICLE OF DAY BY DAY. By E. S. B. 
Sydney. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 

FURTHER REDUCTION. 

THE CHURCHMAN'S COMPANION. 
First Series in 40 vols. cloth, of which only 26 can now behad, 

reduced to Is. each. 
Second Series, 6 vols. cloth, Is. 6d. each, or 7s. 6d. the set. 
Third Series,enlarged, 22 vols., 8vo.,cl.,2s.each,or 33s. the set. 
Fourth Series, Vols. I. to VI., 8vo., cloth, 2s. each. 

*CLASSICAL TALES AND LEGENDS. By the Rev. 
W. B. Flower. l8ino.,ls. 

These tales are free translations from parts of Ovid and other authors, and 
adapted to the minds of children. 
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THE COASTS OF TYRE AND SIDON, a Narrative. By 
the Rev. S. C. Malan, D.D. Fcap. 8vo., is. 

•CONVERSATIONSON THE HlSTORY OF ENGLAND, for 
the use of Children. By C. A. B. Edited by the Rev. J. 
Baines. i8mo., is. 6d. 

A DROP IN THE OCEAN ; or, Short Legends and Fairy 
Tales. By Agnes and Bessie. Is. 

EASY READINGS FROM THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
For theuse of LittleChlldren. By Mary E. C. Moore. Edited 
by the Rev. M. W. Mayow, M.A. Second edition. 18mo. Is. 

EIGENWILLIG ; or, the Self-Willed. A Fairy Ex-
travaganza. A Dramatic Version of "The Hope of the 
Katzekopfs." Crown 8vo.( 6d. 

•ELLEN MERTON ; or, the Pic-nic. By Mrs. Stone, 
author of "GOD'S Acre," "The Art of Needlework," &c. 
l8mo. 9d. 

•ESTHER MERLE, and other Tales. By Mrs. E. Vidal, 
author of" Tales for the Bush," &c. l8mo. is. 

EVENING MEETINGS; or, the Pastor among the Boys 
ofhisFlock. ByC. M.S. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 

FANNY'S FLOWERS ; or, Fun for theNursery. With 
s everal engravings. Is. 

FIRST TRUTHS FOR THE LITTLE ONES. By Ellen 
Lipscomb. i8mo., cloth, is. 6d. 

•THE FALL OF CRCESUS : a Story from Herodotus. 
By the late Rev. W. Adams, author of "The Shadowofthe 
Cross," "The Old Man's Home," &c. New edition. Fcap. 
8vo. ls.6d. 

•FREDERICK GORDON,or the Stormingof the Redan. 
By a Soldier's Daughter. Royal l8mo. 6d. 

A Tale of courage and perseverance of a young officer in the Crimean War, 
with an account of the founding of the Military Hospital at Netley near 
Southampton. 

•FONTNELL S, CHAD. A Reminiscence. Crown 8vo., 
cloth, is. 6d. 

FLOWERS AND FRUIT. For Little Children. 32mo. 
cloth, 8d. 

•THE GIANT-SLAYERS. By the Author of "Clevedon 
Chimes^'&c. 18mo., cloth, ls. 

The story of a little waif adopted by a carrier by whose wagon her drunken 
father had been killed. The evil passions of the child, and also of the good 
carrier's wife, are the giants which in due time are happily slain. 
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*GENTLE INFLUENCE ; or, The Cousin's Visit. By 
Miss F. M. Levett. Second edition. l8mo. 6d. 

*GOING HOME. A Story. By F. G. W. Second 
edition. l8mo., cloth, Is. 

*GRACE ALFORD; or the Way of Unselfishness. By 
C. M. Smith. 18mo. Is. 

HARRY'S HELP. By Mrs. S. C. Rochat. Square 
l6mo. Is. 

*HER SISTER'S HUSBAND. A Story respecting Mar-
riage with a deceased Wife's Sister. With an Introduction 
by the Rev. J. E. Vaux, M.A., F.S.A. Crown 8vo., paper 
cover, 6d. 

*HIGHER CLAIMS ; or, Catherine Lewis the Sunday 
SchoolTeacher. EditedbytheRev.R.Seymour. l8mo.,cl.6d. 

*HILARY S. MAGNA; or, The Nearest Duty First. A 
Tale. Fcap.Svo. is. 6d. 

HOLIDAY HOURS. By the Author of ''The Littie 
Comforters." 32mo., cloth, 8d. 

HOLIDAYS AT S. MARY'S; or, Tales in a Sisterhood. 
By S. D. N., author of "Chronicles of S. Mary's." Second 
edition. l6mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" The stories are allgood and worthy of their author. The last is so elever, 
so original, and bears a moral so valuable and yet soseldom enforced, that we 
are specially anxiousitshouid notescape ohservanon."—I.ieeraryCkurchman. 

" A delightful volume. The last story is almost worthy of Tieck."—Union 
Rtview. 
" There is plth in ' Holidays at S. Mary's.' The stories are both admirable 

and effective."—CMarrfia«. 

*THE HOLY CHURCH THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD. 
By the Rev. S. Fox. 18mo., cloth. Is. 

Being an account of the Church from the time of the Apostles to the present 
day, simply told for the use of young people. 

THE HOME AT HEATHERBRAE. By the Author of 
"Everley." Fcap. 8vo. 38.6d. 

*HOME FOR CHRISTMAS. 18mo,, cloth, 6d. 
*HOME TRIALS; a Tale for the Middle Classes. By 

Mrs.Vidal. l8mo. is. 

HUBERT NEVILLE. A Tale. By the Author of 
someofthe "Church Stories;" "Stories on the Festivals," 
&c. Fcap. 8vo. is. 

*IVO AND VERENA ; or, the Snowdrop. By the Au­
thor of'Cousin Rachel." Eighth edition. l8mo., cloth, is. 

A tale of the conversion, life, and influence of an early convert to the Chris­
tian Faith, in the countries of the North. 
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*IVON. By the Author of " Aunt Agnes," and " Is he 
Clever?" Fcap. 8vo., Is. 6d. 

*ION LESTER. A Tale of True Friendship. ByC.H.H. 
Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 

A tale of one who, bom to riches and with every inducement to make this 
world his chief concern, yet devotes himself nobly to the good of his friends 
and people, and passes unhurt through all the flattery and luxury consequent 
on his position. 

•KINGSWORTH ; or, the Aim of a Life. By C. R. 
Coleridge. Small 8vo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

" This story is founded upon a sad episode in family life. Two brothers 
perish miserably in a fog from a fall from a clilf. The father had previously 
disinherited the elder for the sake of the younger. Each leaves a widow with 
a daughter. The one object of the widow who inherits, is to train her daugh-
ter to renounce what she believes to be the ill-gotten inheritance. How she 
succeeds and the consequences that result are revealed in the tale."—National 
Church, 

LESSONS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN FROM THE HIS-
TORY OF THE CHURCH. By C. A. R. is. 

41 We have great pleasure in commending two little sets of 'Lessons for 
Little Children,' by C. A. R. They are both wrilten with much judgment."— 
Church Times. 

*LETTY'S MISSION. A Tale. By Lady Dunboyne, 
Small 8vo., with Two Illustrations, is. 

"Lady Dunboyne, whose stories are always a source of delight, has made 
a most acceptable addition to them in this tale, the perusal of which will be 
attended with considerable pleasure: it conveys many wholesome lessons."— 
John Bull. 

*A LIFE'S SEARCH. By E. S. B. Sydney. Fcap. 8vo., 
cloth, 2s. 

4,It often happens to us to be asked to name some good popular book set-
ting forth the dangers of tampering with religious doubt. It very seldom hap­
pens that we can hit upon the exact thing that is wanted, and we are therefore 
the more rejoiced at meeting with a really powerfully written book like ' A 
Life's Search.'"—Literary Churchman. 

THE LITTLE COMFORTERS, and other Tales. 32mo., 
cloth, 8d. 

LITTLE MABEL. A True Story. By the Author of 
"The Birthday Wreath." l8mo., cloth, gd. 

*LITTLE ALICE AND HER SISTER. Edited by the 
Rev. W. Gresley. l6mo., on toned paper, is. 6d. 

The account of a little girl who learned to deny herself, and to think of 
others before herself. 

*LUCY AND CHRISTIAN WAINWRIGHT, and other 
Tales. By the Author of "Aggesden Vicarage," "The 
Wynnes," &c. Fcap. Svo., cloth, is. 6d. 
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LOCAL LEGENDS. By the Author of " Cecil Dean," 
&c. 16010., cloth, 2s. 6d. , _ _ 

CONTENTS:—The Legend of the Founder's Dreams.—A Legend of S. Os-
mund's Priory.—The Barons'Tryst. A Legend of the " Roses."—The Last 
Cantilupe. A Legend of Queenhope Manor.—Furzy Fallow ; or, the Legeno 
of Old Court.—Irene. A Legend of Sunshine.—Miss Mildred's Picnic j or, the 
Legend of the Lake. 

*THE MAIDEN AUNT'S TALES. By S. M., author of 
"The Use of Sunshine," "Nina," &c. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 

*MARY AND MILURED. A Tale forGirls. Edited by 
the Rev. Stair Douglas. Second edition, l8mo., cloth, is. 

Showing in the life and friendship of two girls the error of acting on impulse 
without the aid of strict Christian principle. 

MAUD MOKRISON ; or, After Many Years. A Story 
for Girls. l8mo., price 4d. 

THE MEETING IN THE WILDERNESS. An Imagi-
nation, wherein Divine Love is set forth. By F. M. F. Skene, 
Author of " Hidden Depths," " The Divine Master," &c. is. 

*IMEMOIRS OF AN ARM-CHAIR. Written by himself. 
Edited by the Author of Margaret Stourton," "The Missing 
Sovereign," &c. Square l6mo. 9d. 

The old chair dates from the days of Charles I., and tells a variety of inter-
esting stories of the different families and localities to which it has been from 
time to time transferred, from the rioting of the Roundheads in the royalist 
mansion to its use by the Bishop at the consecration of a modem church, 

*MINNIE'S BLRTHDAY.and other Stories for Children. 
By Marietta. With four Illustrations by Cuthbert Bede. 
Fcap. 8vo. is. 

*I\IERCY DOWNER; or, Church and Chapel. 12mo.,6d. 
44 A grotesquely real sketch of Dissent and its frequent causes."—Monthly 

Packet. 

*MIDSUMMER HOLIDAYS AT PRINCES GREEN. By 
Mrs. Eeeles, author of " The Riches of Poverty.,, l8mo. 6d. 

A Tale on the duties of young children to their aged relatives. 

*MOLLY CAREW. An Autobiography. ByA. M, W. 
With four Illustrations. Small 8vo., 2s. 

44 Without any pretensions to be a full-fledged novel, 'Molly Carew' has 
pleasant pages treating of scenes at home and abroad, and it wil be found 
well worth perusal. It is very brightly written.,,—Morning Post. 

14 There is a charm and freshness about the narrative which cannotfailto 
make it popular, especially with girls."—SchooL Guardian. 

"The story is well written, and the moral Church Revieiv. 
14 A refinedand pretty story. Molly is avery winning heroine."—Academy. 

*MY BLRTHDAY EVE, A Waking Dream. With or­
namental borders. IS. 

MY LITTLE PATIENT. A Tale of Hospital Life. 
Second Edition. 18mo., 6d. 

NEDDIE'S CARE; or, "Suffer the Little Children," 
With eight Illustrations. l6mo., cloth. Is. 
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*THE NOBLE ARMY OF MARTYRS. BytheRev. S. 
Fox. 18mo., cloth, Is. 

Contaimng short Lives of S. Stephen ; S. James; S. Barnabas; S. Timothy ; 
b. Polycarp; S. Ignatius; S. Clement; S. Irenæus; S. Dionysius; S. Justin 
Martyr. Suited for a class-reading book. 

"Just the book for circulation among children or a Parochial Lending Li­
brary : what we want in the Upper Classes of our National Schools."—English 
Review, 

*A NOBLE AIM. By Annie Thomas (Mrs. Fender 
Cudlip.) Published for the Benefit of the Devon House of 
Mercy. Fcap. 8vo., Is. 

"Extremely well told, by a writer at once graceful and refined."—Union 
Review. 

*OLD BETTY; a Sketch from Real Life. 18mo., 
cloth, 9d. 

*ONE STORY BY T\VO AUTHORS ; or, a Tale without 
a Moral. By J. I., author of " A Rhyming Chronicleand 
F. M. L., author of "Gentle Influence," &c. Fcap. 8vo. 
Is. 6d. 

" Has the great merit of being original in the ideas it contains and the man-
ner in which it is treated."—C/iw-ica/ Journal. 

OPAL'S OFFERING. A Tale. 18mo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

*PEARLS RE-STRUNG. Stories from the Apocrypha. 
By Mrs. H. S. Mackarness, author of " A Trap to Catch a Sun-
beam," &c. l6mo., cloth, ]s. 

RAINBOW LIGHT. Seven Stories by A. E. M., 
author of "Sundays at Kingsmuir." l8mo., cloth. Is. 

*RAINY MORNINGS WITH AUNT MABEL. ]8mo., 
cloth, Is. 6d. 

An endeavour to inculcate in familiar and easy conversations a knowledge 
of the early Christian Church, its struggles and triumphs, including the Cata-
combs, and early missions. 

" READ ME A STORY." Stories for reading aloud to 
littlechildren. BytheAuthorof"TheConceitedPig." Fifth 
edition, with three additional Stories. lamo., cloth, is. 6d. 

*ROBERT AND ELLEN. 18mo., cloth, 6d. 

*THE ROOTOFTHE MATTER; or the Village Class. 
9d. 

*RUTH LEVISON ; or Working and Waiting. 6d. 

•SCENES OF SUBURBAN LIFE. By Anna B. F. Leigh 
Spencer, author of "The Co-Heiress of Willingham," &c. 
Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. 

"An entertainin^ and forcible sketch of mission work in a neglected London 
district. The tale itself is full of interest, displaying the wrker's happy power 
of description and delineation of character."—£/«;»« Review. 

+5^ 

22 



78, Neiv Bond Street. 23 

SAVONAROLA, SCENES IN THE LIFE OF. By C. M. P. 
I8mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

SERMON STORIES FOR CHILDREN'S SERVICES AND 
HOME READINGS . By the Rev. H. Housman, author of 

Readings on the Psalms." Second Edition, with two new 
Tales. l6mo., cloth, 2s. 

" Having read the Easter Day Sermon story to a large congregation of 
children, we can speak from experience of the interest excited by this touching 
allegory, which appears to be the gem of the book."—Church Bells. 

•• Will be found very helpful in children's services, readings at school, and 
even in some of those Cottage Lectures which require to have some life and 
interest in them."—The Guardian. 

SHADOWS AND REALITIES. By Mrs. Chatto. Crown 
8vo., cloth, 4s. ed. 

SISTERS OF CHARITY, and some Visits with them. 
Being Letters to a Friend in England. Two Engravings. is. 

*SISTER SUE. By Ismay Thorn, author of " Bertie's 
Wanderings," 44 Pinafore Days," &c. With Illustrations. 
Small 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

^ A prettily told story. It is interesting and is enlivened by anecdotes of 
child life at once amusing and pathetic. The whole is suited for children, 
written about them by one who understands them."—Athenaum, 

44 A bright, cheery tale."—Church Times. 
*'All the characters are lifelike and well conceived, and we are sure both 

boys and girls will welcome this book. They willsay there is no humbug about 
it, and that Justin is a brick."—Saturday Review. 

*SNO\V-BOUND IN CLEEBERRIE GRANGE. A Christ-
mas Story. By G. E. Roberts. Dedicated to John Ruskin, 
Esq. ls.6d. 

" An attractive volume for the young and not devoid of instruction either." 
— Christian Remembrancer. 

*SOMERFORD PRIORY. By Cecilia Mac Gregor. Crown 
8vo. is. 

STORIES FOR BOYS. Four Series. 18mo,, cloth, 
2s. each. 

STORIES FOR GIRLS. Four Series. 18mo., cloth, 
2s. each. 

STORIES ON THE COMMANDMENTS, The First Table : 
" My Duty towards GOD." By the Rev. G. Hill. l8mo., 
wrapper, 6d. 

STORIES ON THE COMMANDMENTS. The Second Table: 
"My Duty towards My Neighbour." By W. S. Rockstro. 
i8mo., cloth, is. 6d. 
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*STORIES OF CHRISTIAN JOY AND SORROW, orHome 
Tales. By the Rev. H. D. Pearson. l2tno., cloth, is. 

STORIES AND LESSONS ON THE FESTIVALS, FASTS, 
AND SAINTS' DAVS. 32 books in a packet, 2s. In 3 vols., 
cloth, 3s. 

*STORIES ON THE BEATITUDES. By the Rev. G. F. 
Pearson. l8mo., cloth, 9d. 

*STORIES FOR YOUNG SERVANTS. By Anna Butler. 
2ndedit.,with an addltionalStory. With engravings. ls.6d. 

*STORY OF A DREAM; a Mother's Version of the olden 
Tale of'' Little Red Riding Hood," wherein that tale is made 
to bear a Christian lesson. 18mo. is. 

*SUNDAY WALKS AND TALKS ; or, Conversations on 
the Church Services. By the Author of "The Root of the 
Matter; or, the Village Class." l8mo., cloth, Qd. 

SCHOLAR'S NOSEGAY. A series of Tales and Con­
versations on Flowers. 32mo., cloth, 8d. 

TABBY'S WHITE HYACINTH; or, Easter Offerings. 
By the Author of " Neddie's Care," &c. i6mo., cloth, 2s. 

TALES FOR THE BUSH. By Mrs. F. Vidal. Fifth 
edition. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

*TALES OF CROWBRIDGE "WORKHOUSE. By M. A. B. 
With a Preface by Louisa Twining. i2mo., cloth, is. 

"Great freshness and individuality distingfuish these sketches. Forthose 
who like to study character there are many genuine 'bits' true to nature, and 
wrought up as minutely as a Dutch cabinet picture. Ladies and gentlemen 
who do not wish always to read of life as a romance, and who are earnest 
enough in thought and in aiin to wish to know the hard realities of life, may 
perhaps find in this book means of usefulness for which they will be thankful.' ,  
—Court Journal, 

*TALES OF THE ANCIENT BRITISH CHURCH. New 
and cheaper edition, with an additional Tale. By the Ven. 
Archdeacon Evans, author of "The Rectory of Valehead," 
&c. l8mo. ls.6d. 

" We heartily welcome this new edition of these Tales, at less than half their 
original price."—Churchman's Companion. 

TALES OF MY DUTY TOWARDS MY NEIGHBOUR. 
32mo., 8d. 

Fourteen good storiesfor little children which cannot fail to be appreciated 
by those for wnom they are intended."—Union Review. 

THE TOWER BUILDERS, and THE TWO MERCHANTS. 
dd. 
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THINKING FOR ONESELF; or, an Adventure of the 
Carewes. Reprinted from " The Monthly Packet." 18mo., 
2s. cloth. 

^TRUST. By the Author of " Beginnings of Evil." 
l8mo. is. 

Two DAISIES, A Story. By Maud Savery, author 
of " Opal's Offering." Small post 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

An amusin^ story of two girls of high and low degree, who are baptized to-
^ether and similarly named. But the plebeian Daisy, though bodily afflicted, 
is nurtured under high Church influence, while Marguerite has the disadvan-
tage of parents and governess of laxer sentiments. These are not shared by 
her lively cousin Lancelot, and at length better counsels prevail—the name-
sakes being confirmed together in the ritualistic church. 

Two LITTLE WORKERS; or, the Garden of Ecclesia. 
By ELCAAN . Sd. 

*VOICES OF CHRISTMAS. A Tale. By Louis Sand. 
With an illustration by Dalziel. Fcap. 8vo. Is. 

*'We have seldom seen a Christmas book which appeared to us more tho-
roughly successful. A hearty, English tale, full of piquancy and interest, with 
considerable humour, in which an under-current of earnest feeling teaches one 
of the deepest truths of our religion."—EccUsiastic. 

*VoYAGE TO THE FORTUNATE ISLES. 6d.; cloth Is. 
An Allegory of the sea of life with its waves and tides, ripples and storms, 

and each soul in a boat therein, with compass, sails, pilot, chart, &c. 

VILLAGE STORY FOR VILLAGE MAIDENS. In 
Three Parts. Susan, Esther, and Dorothy; or, the Three 
Starts in Life. 18mo., cloth, 1 s. 6d. 

WAS IT A DREAM ? or, the Spirit of Evil-speaking— 
and THE NKW CHURCHYARD; or, Whose will be the First 
Grave? By the Author of "Amy Herbert." Is. 6d.; paper, is. 

THE WAY THROUGH THE DESERT; or, the Caravan. 
By the Right Rev. R. Milman, D.D., late Bishop of Calcutta. 
Fcap. 8vo. 6d.; cloth is. 

An Allegory, showing how we should walk here to attain life eternal here-
after. 

*WESTERLEIGH, AND OTHER TALES. By Mrs. G. J. 
Preston. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 

*WHAT IS RIGHT COMES RIGHT. By F. M. Wilbra-
ham, author of " The Loyal Heart," "Kingsof Judah," &c. 
Small 8vo., cloth, is. 6d. 

*THE WIDOW AND HER SON; and other Tales. 
Translated from the German. By the Rev. W. B. Flower, 
18mo. Is. 

*THE WYNNES ; or, Many Men, Many Minds. A 
Tale of every-day life. By the Author of " Aggesden Vicar-
age," &c. Fcap.Svo. 2s. 6d. 
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TALES FOR CHORISTERS. 

IN THE CHOIR AND OUT OF THE CHOIR. 18mo., 
cloth, Is. 

THE TWO SURPLICES. By Ada Cambridge. 4d. 

THE ISLAND CHOIR; or, the Children of the Child 
JKSUS . Thirdedition. 4d. 

THE CHORISTER'S FALL, By the Author of "Tre-
bursaye School." 4d. 

THE CHORISTERS OF S. MARY'S. A Legend of 
Christmas-tide, A.D . 1143. By W. S. Rockstro, author of 
" Stories on the Commandments." 4d. 

THE SINGERS. By the Rev. F. E. Paget. 4d. 

BIOGRAPHY. 
A SHORT MEMOIR OF THE REV. T. CHAMBERLATN, 

M.A. By the Rev. Algernon Barrington Simeon, Warden of 
S. Edward's School, near Oxford. Fcap. 8vo., purpie cloth, 
red edges, with Photograph, is. 

FELIX DUPANLOUP, Bishop of Orleans. By the 
Author of "Charles Lowder." Post 8vo., cloth, is. 6d. 

HEROES OF THE CROSS. A Series of Biographical 
Studies ofSaints, Martyrs, and Christian Pioneers. By W. H. 
Davenport Adams. Crown 8vo., cloth, 7s. 6d. 

LIFE OF DR. ALLESTREE, Canon of Christ Church 
in 1649. By Bishop Fell. He lived during the Tumults in the 
reign of King Charles I. 3d. 

*LIFE OF NICHOLAS FERRAR, Citizen of London in 
1642. From the Memoir of Dr. Peckard, 1790. 18mo.)cl.6d. 

LIFE OF SISTER ROSALIE. By H. L. Sidney Lear. 
Second Edition. Cheap edition, 6d. 

LIVES OF EMINENT ENGLISH DIVINES. By the 
Rev. W. H. Teale. With Engravings, 5s. Separately, in 
paper covers,—Bp. Bull, 9d., Dr. Hammond, is., Jones of 
Nayland, is. 

LIVES OF ENGLISHMEN IN PAST DAYS. 
SndSeries: Kettlewell, Hammond, Wilson.Mompesson, Bold. 
6d.—3rd Series; Walton,Wotton,EarlofDerby,Collingwood, 
Raffles, Exmouth. 10d.—4th Series: Alfred the Great, Sir 
Thomas More, John Evelyn, is .  In 1 vol. ,cloth gilt ,  2s .6d.  
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^MEMOIK OF THE REV. THOMAS HELMORE, M.A., 
late Friest in Ordinary and Master of the Children of Her 
Majesty's Chapels Royal, &c. By Frederick Helmore. With 
Portrait. Crown 8vo., is. 6d.; paper, is. 

MEMOIR OF HARRIET MONSELL, First Mother 
Superior of the House of Mercy, Clewer. By the Rev. T. T. 
Carter, M.A. With Portrait engraved on Steel by Stodart. 
Third and cheap edition. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

MEMOIR OF A. P. FORBES, D.C.L., Bishop of Bre-
chin, with a brief notice of his brother the Rev. George Hay 
Forbes. By F. M. F. Skene, author of "Hidden Depths," 
" The Divine Master," &c. Crown 8vo., cloth, is. 

*MEMOIR OF THE REV. H. NEWLAND, M.A., Vicar 
of S. Marychurch. By the Rev. R. N. Shutte, Rector of S. 
Mary Steps, Exeter. Fcap. 8vo., is. 6d. 

*MEMOIR OF JOHN AUBONE COOK, B.A., Vicar of 
South Benfleet. By the Rev. W. E. Heygate, M.A. 6d. 

MEMORIAL OF ELIZABETH A . 6d. 

MEMORIAL OF M. E. D. AND G. E. D. Brief notes 
of a Christian life and very holy death. ByT. B. P. 6d. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS. A Memorial of a 
Humble Follower of CHRIST . ByR.Brett. XSmo., is. 

HYMNS AND POEMS FOR CHILDREN. 
By the Author of " The Daily Life of the Christian Child." 

DAILY LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN CHILD : a Poem, in 
which the duties of each day in a child's life are set forth. 
3d.in wrapper; cheap edition, wrapper, id.; on a sheet, id. 

VERSES FOR CHRISTIAN CHILDREN ON THE DUTIES, 
TRIALS, AND TBMPTATIONS OP THKIR DAILY LIVES . Edited 
by the Rev. J. S. B. Monsell, LL.D., Rector of S. Nicholas', 
Guildford. Second edition. 6d. 

SEVEN CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY. In Verse. 
With Illustrations. 6d. 

SEVEN SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY. In Verse. 
Illustrated by Dalziel. 6d. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, set in easy Verse, for 
Young Children to committo memory. 6d. 

THE CHILDREN'S BREAD. Verses on the Holy Com-
munion. id. 

THE BAPTISMAL NAME, AND THE FLOWER GARDEN. 
6d. 
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By Mrs. C. F. ALEXANDER. 
S1XTY-NINTH EDITION. 

HYMNS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 18mo., 6d.; cloth,ls. 
School edition, sd.; cloth, 6d. 48mo., id. 

Accompanying Tunes for ditto by Dr.Gauntlett. 2s.6d. 
A New Edition, super-royal i6mo., thick toned paperand red 

lines, price 2s.6d.; with twelve Photographs, cloth extra, gilt 
edges, 5s.; morocco, los. 

MORAL SONGS, ILLUSTRATED. With Eighty-five 
engravings on wood, from original drawings by eminent 
artists. Small 4to., cloth extra, reduced in price from 6s. to 
3s. 6d. 

Tlie same Edition, in paper cover, price 2s. 
Koyal 32rao,, wrapper, 3d. 

NARRATIVE HYMNS FOR VILLAGE SCHOOLS. 18mo., 
wrapper, 3d. 

Accompanying Tunes for ditto, 2s. 6d.; cloth, gilt edges, 4s. 

POEMS ON SUBJECTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
New Edition complete in one vol. on toned laid paper, cloth, 
Is. 6d. 

HYMNS, DESCRIPTIVE AND UEVOTIONAL ; for the 
Use of Schools. 2d. 

HYMNS FOR CHILDREN. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, 
D.D. 3d. each Series, or bound together, is. 

First Series; Hymns for the Days of the Week, Hours, and 
Holy Days. 

Second Series . Hymns for Special Occasions—Church Duties, 
Privileges, and Festivals. 

Third Series : Hymns chiefly for the Saints' Days. 

VERSES FOR CHURCH SCHOOLS. By Rosa Raine. 
New and Enlarged edition. 6d. 

HYMNS ON THE CATECHISM. By the Rev. Isaac 
Williams, B.D. 6d., cloth Is. 

HYMNS FOR INFANT CHILDREN; on Church, School, 
Baptism, and Belief, &c. id. 

LAST SLEEP OF A CHRISTIAN CHILD : a Poem, show-
inghowa Christian Child shouldmeetdeath. 3d.in wrapper; 
on a sheet. Id.; mounted on board, 6d. 

Very touchingly written."—English Review. 

PROSE HYMN FOR CHILDREN. By the Rev. W. J. 
Jenkins, Rector of Fillingham. id., or 7s. per 100. 
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VERSES FOR CHILDREN AND TUE CHILD-LIKE. By 
F. E. Weatherley, M.A., author of " Muriel," &c. 6d. 

THE GRANDFATHER'S CHRISTMAS STORY. 6d. 
A true tale of a little boy who ahvays kept in mind the SAVIOUR'S Love and 

Presence. 
"Simply and touchingly told, in a strain likely to win the ear and heart of a 

young child."—Suffolk Herald. 

By the same author, 
THE MOTHER'S EASTER OFFERING. 6d. 

A tale in Verse of GOD'S chastening hand in the death of young children, 
and the mother's submission. 

OLD WILLIAM ; or, the Longest Day. 6d. 
A tale in Verse of the good and unselfish use made by a little Girl of her 

money. 

POETRY. 
*ANNUALS AND PERENNIALS; or, Seed-time and 

Harvest. By C. M. Waring. Demy 8vo., beautifully illus-
trated by Macquoid. 2s. 6d. 

*TIIE ALTAR. By the Kev. I. Williams, B.D., author 
of the "Cathedral." Fcap. 8vo. is. 

THE ADVENT COLLECTS PARAPHRASED IN VERSE. 
By the Rev. T. R. J. Laugharne, M.A. Is. 

CHRISTMAS EVE, and other Poems. By Mrs. Cuth-
bert Orlebar. ismo. is. 

CLAUDIA: THE DAYS OF MARTYRDOM. A Tale. 
By A. M. Goodrich. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

DAILY HYMNS. A Volume of Poems. By the 
Venerable Archdeacon Evans, author of " Tales of the Ancient 
British Church." Fcap. Svo. 2s. 

*ECHOES OF OUR CHILDHOOD. By the Author of 
" Everley," &c. Fcap. 4to. 2s. 6d. 

GIFTS AND LIGHT. Church Verses. By the Rev. 
A. M. Morgan. Fcap. Svo. 3s. 

HYMNS OF THE HOLY FEAST. Square 24mo., on 
tinted paper, and rubricated. 8d. 

HYMNS AND LYRICS FOR THE SEASONS AND SAINTS' 
DAYS OF THE CHURCH . By the Rev. G. Moultrie. Fcap. 
Svo. 2s. 6d. 

HYMNS FOR THE SICK. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 
6d.; cloth, is. 

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE. A Poem. Dedicated 
(with permission from himself) to the late Author of "The 
ChristianYear." Fcap.Svo. ls.6d. 

THE VISION OF S. JOHN IN PATMOS. Metrical 
Version by E. Greatorex, M.A. Oxon, Rector of Croxdale, 
aud Minor Canon of Durham. Small Post Svo., cloth, 2s. 
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*LYRA SANCTORUM ; Lays for the Minor Festivals. 
Edited by the Rev. W. J. Deane. Feap. 8vo. 2s. 

LAYS CONCERNING THE EARLY CHURCH. By the 
Rev. J. F. Russell. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. 

LAYS OF THE HEBREWS, and other Poems. By 
Mary Benn. l2mo. 2s. 

A MARTYR BISHOP, AND OTHER VERSES. By the 
Author of "The Chorister Brothers." Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 

•THE MARTYRDOM OF S. POLYCARP. By the Rev. 
G. Moultrie. 8vo. 6d. 

MEMORIALIA CORDTS: Sonnets and Miscellaneous 
Poems. By the Rev. C. I. Black. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

THE NUN OF ENZKLOSTERLE ; a Legend of the 
Black Forest. By Mrs. T. Ogilvy, (née Bosanquet.) 3s.6d, 

POEMS, By the Rev. Claude Magnay. New edit. 
with additions. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

*POEMS. By C. A. M. W. Post 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

PI ETAS PUERILIS ; or, Childhood's Path to Heaven, 
and other Poems. By the Rev. A. Evans. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

*PIETAS METRICA. By the Rev. T. M. Hopkins. 
Fcap. 8vo. ls.6d. 

PREPARATIVES FOR DEATH. Being Selections from 
the Poems of Bishop Ken. 18mo. Is. 

PSYCHOLOGUS : The Story of a Soul. By Julia 
Goddard. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo., Is. 

RIVER REEDS. By the Author of" Beatrice." Fcap. 
8vo. 2s. 6d. 

SEATONIAN PEIZE POEMS. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 
Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

SONGS AND BALLADS FOR MANUFACTURERS. By 
the Rev. J. M. Neale. 3d. 

THE SWORD, AND THE CROSS. By the Rev. J. O. 
Dakeyne. Crown 8vo. 2s.6d. 

*SONNETS AND VERSES, from Home and Parochial 
Life. By the Rev. H. K. Cornish. Fcap. Bvo. is. 

THESOLITARY; or, a Lay from the West. With other 
Poems in English and Latin. By Mary Benn. 12mo. 3s.6d. 

A VISION OF MARTYRS, and other Poems. By James 
Bownes, M.A., Vicar of Creech S. Michael. New edition. 
Dedicated to the Archbishop of Canterbury. Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 
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THE JUVENILE ENGLISHMAN'S LIBRARY. 

TALES OF THE VILLAGE CHILDREN. By the Rev. 
F. E. Faget. The First and Second Series in one volume. 
l8mo., cloth, with 10 Illustrations, 2s. 6d. 

THE HOPE OF THE KATZEKOPFS; or, the Sorrows 
of Selfishness. A Fairy Tale. By the Rev. F. E. Faget. 2s. 

*THE CHARCOAL BURNERS ; a Story of the Rise of 
a young Artist. From the German. 9d. 

•GODFREY DAVENANT; a Tale for Schoolboys. By 
the Rev. W. E. Heygate. is. 

TALES OF CHRISTIAN HEROISM. By the Rev. J. M, 
Neale. 2s. 

STORIES FROM HEATHEN MYTHOLOGY, AND GREEK 
HISTORY . By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 2s. 

TALES OF CHRISTIAN ENDURANCE. By the Rev. 
J. M. Neale. 2s. 

THE MANGER OF THE HOLY NIGHT. A Sketch of 
the Christmas Festivities and their attendant circumstances, 
from the German. 2s. 

SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY, with a Chapter on the Eccle-
siastical Geography of Great Britain. By the Rev. H. Hop­
wood. 2s. 

JUVENILE ENGLISHMAN'S HISTORICAL 
LIBRARY. 

Edited hy the Ren. J. F. Russell, B.C.L. 

ENGLISH HISTORY FOR CHILDREN. By the Rev. 
J. M. Neale. ls.6d. Limp cloth, is. 4d. 

HISTORY OF IRELAND. Edited by the Rev. T. K. 
Arnold. ls.6d. 

HISTORY OF ROME. By the Rev. Samuel FOX, 2S. 
HISTORY OF GREECE. By the Rev. J.M. Neale. 2s. 
HISTORY OF SPAIN. By the Rev. B. G. Johns. 28. 
HISTORY OF PORTUGAL. By the Rev. J.M.Neale. 2s, 

School Editionsin limp cloth, is. each. 

A large number of Reward BooJcs,from Id!, to 9c?. each, 
are offered at one-third the puhlished price, if ordered to 
the amount of 5s. A remittance required. They can le 
had assorted. Special Catalogue on application. 

4* 
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SMALL VOLUMES FOR PRESENTS. 

QUAINT CHARMS, KNOTS, AND VERSES. Selected 
from the Worksof George Herbert, 1593-1635. By A. L.J. G. 
Second edition. Square 32mo., whiteieatherette, is. 

Brother Lawrence's Conversations and Letters. 
THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD THE 

BKST RULB OF A HOLT LIFE , being Conversations and Let­
ters of Brother Lawrence. Thick toned paper, square 32mo., 
cloth, is.; French morocco, round corners, 2s. 6d.; morocco 
or calf, round corners, 3s. 6d. Cheap edition, royal 32mo., 
4d.; cloth, 6d.; morocco, is. 6d. 

The present Archbishop of Canterbury, in his work entitled " Singleheart," 
speaks in commendation of "Brother Lawrence." 

CHIPS FROM THE ROYAL IMAGE. Being Fragments 
of the Eikon Basiliké,the Pourtraicture ofhis Sacred Majesty 
(Charles I.) in his Solitudes and Sufferings. Arranged by 
A. E. M. Anderson Morshead. Edited by C. M. Yonge, 
Thick toned paper (with chromo title-pagefrom an old design), 
square 32mo., cloth, is. 

THE PRESENT STATE OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED, 
A Sermonpreached the Sunday afterthe Rev. W. U. Richards 
enteredinto rest. By the Rev. Canon Body. Eleventh edition. 
Square 32mo., on thick toned paper, cloth, is. Theusual 
Fcap. edition, paper cover, 6d. 

SHORT DAILY PRAYERS. Uniform in size with 
"Gold Dust." Toned paper, cloth, is.; French mor. is. 6d.; 
padded calf, 2s.—Alsoan Edition indemy32mo., and much 
larger type, cloth, is. 

THE POCKET BOOK OF DAILY PRAYERS. Trans-
lated from Eastern originals. By the Rev. S. C. Malan, M.A. 
Suited for the waistcoat pocket. Cloth, 6d.; morocco, ls.6d. 

JOYFUL YEARS. Translated from the Latin of 
Lohner, by the Author of "CHARLES LOWDER ," &c. Imp. 
32mo., cloth, is. 6d. 

LITTLE WINGS. By A. D. Small 32mo., square, 
cloth, 8d. 

THOUGHTS FOR HOLY SEASONS. By A. D., author 
of " Little Wings." Small 32mo., square, cloth, 8d. 

LANTERNS UNTO OUR FEET, AND LIGHTS UNTO OUR 
PATH . Verses on the Sacramental Life, Spiritual Witnesses, 
The Heavenly Way, and Holy Seasons. By SISTKR EMMA, 
C.S.J.B. With a Preface by FLORENCE WILFORD. 32mo., 
square, cloth, 8d. 

GOOD IMPRESSIONS ; or, Words of Counsel to the 
Well-disposed. A little book for young Convertsand First 
Communicants. Square 32mo., leatherette, 8d. 

DAILY THOUGHTS FOR BUSY LIVES, FOR ONE MONTH. 
Written and selected by M. E. BRADSHAW ISHERWOOD. 
32mo., in leatherette, 4d. 
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