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INTRODUCTION.

F | HE accounts of Iceland, which
: have hitherto made their ap-

| pearance in the Englifli languoage, are 3
of {uch nature, that it would betray ‘
1gnoxance or partiality to recommend B
them to the public as iatlsfa&ory and !
faithful.

The firlt writer of any known hif~ .
tory of Iceland in the prefent century, | i
was John Anderflon, afterwards Bur- f
gomalfter of Hamburgh, who undertook !
a voyage to this not much-frequented . '
ifland in a Greenland fhip; but the |

3;

» - - .-

authenticity of his performance is far
from being fuch as may be relied on
with confidence.
Niels Horrebow, a Danifh . aftrono-
mer, was {ent to Iceland by the court
of Denmark, on purpofe to contradiét,
Anderflon’s account; he publithed
{fome obfervations on Iceland, but
from a too great defire to pleafe his
employers, he fell into the oppofite -
b crrar, |




the hiftorical page.

[ viii ]

error, and paints all his objects with

a glow of colouring, that does not ex-
actly correfpond with the truth.

In Richer’s Continuation of Rollin’s
Hiftory is a hiftory of Iceland, a
moft pitiful compilation, and full of
the grofleft errors that ever difgraced

Under the authority of the Royal
Society ot Sciences at Copenhagen,
Eggert Olatsen and Biarne Povellen,
two fen of learning, natives of Ice-
land, and refiding in the country,
travelled all over that ifland, and gave,
in two volumes in quarto, a faith-

ful and ample account of all that

deferves the attention of the learned
and curious, illuftrated by numerous
engravings: but though the perfor-
mance 1s accurate and circumfitantial,
yet 1t is unfortunately clogged with re-

~petitions, and the factsarerecounted in

fo tedious and uninterefting a manner,

- -that it requires a moft phlegmatic tem-

per, and a large fund of patience, to go

through the whole of this work,

for it.is filled with a long and dull

recital of events, methodized in the
S moft

L]




[ ix ]

moft fornial manner poflible; It can
thercfore by no mieans bethought fuper-
fluous; that Dr. Von Troil has favoured
the literary world with Lis interefting
Letters on Iceland; a work which on
account of its varied matter; and the
great learning difplayed every where

for the inftruction of the curious -

reader, ‘deferves the warmeft appro-

bation of the public:
Men of talents and learning will,

we flatter ourfelves, think highly of

this prefent performance by Dr. Von
Troil, though perhaps it may be fome-
times a little deficient in point of lan-
guage.

The prefent tranflation has been
made from the lalt German edition,
publithed by Meflrs. Troil and- Berg-
man, with numerous additions and
corrections ; and though it is not often-
tatioufly recommended to the public
for any elegance or accuracy of {tyle,
it may however be fafely ftated as a
~faithful tranflation from the 6riginal,
and a work of real merit and uti-

lity.
b 2 We
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We leave it to thé unprejudiced
reader to form a judgment of .this
performance, which is replete with
variety of matter, treated on 1n an
inftructive and {atisfactory manner ;
and likewife on the great learning
relative to natural hiftory, hiftorical,
antiquarian, and philological fubjeéts,
which are every where blended in the
context of the following letters ; and
we are of opinion, that in refpect to
thefe points, this work requires no
apology for offering it to the impartial

rublic.

As to its utility, it will not be

unneceflary to prefix a few obferva-
tions on the importance of Icelandic
literature.

The Englifh language was originally -

{fo nearly related to that of Iceland,
that we need only caft our eyes on a

gloflary, to’fee the aflinity of both

languages, and: the-great light the

one receives from the other.
The Normans and Danes, who were
during a confiderable time mafters

of England, introduced into it many
I cuftoms,

2 Y - a

.

anile B e .

91
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N ox ]

cuftoms; laws, and manners,, which
would. remain inexplicable ; but the
Icelanders being originally defcended
from the fame Normans, and living
an an ifland which has very little in-
tercourfe with the reft of the- world,
have preferved their language, man-

ners, and laws in their primitive {im--

plicity ; nay, all the hiftorical ac-
counts of the North are contained in
the hiftorical fayings (/agas ) of the Ice-
landers, which are very numerous, and
and would be of very important {ervice
in the inveftigation of the origin of the
language, manners, and laws of Eng-

land. Nor can it be advanced that this.

kind of ftudy could not be purfued

amongft us for want of thefe hiftorical

monuments of the Icelanders ; fince
-by- the ‘known indefatigable zeal for
the promotion of all branches of lite-

rature, and the moft difinterefted ge-
nerofity of Jofeph Banks, Efg. P. R. S,
one hundred and fixty-two Icelandic

manufcripts have been prefented to
and are . depofited .in the. Britifh
Mufeum.

b 3 The
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[ xii ]

‘The hiftory of the northern nations,
their - divinities, religion, principles,
and tenets, together with their poetry,
prefent the philofophic reader with
fubjects worthy of his {peculation ;:
they at the f{ame time account
for many hiftorical events, and for

1many a curious cuftom preferved by

fome one or- other -of the nations
defcended from the {ame root with
thefe inhabitants of the north.

The fubjelt of volcanos, and of

the origin of certain kinds of f{tones

and foflils, have of late attraéted the
attention. of philofophers ; but in
my opinion, they are no where
treated with fo much candour, truth,
and philofophical precifion as in thofe
remarks which the Chevalier Torbern
Bergman fent to our author in form
of -a letter, and which he has here
communicated to the public,

The whole ifland of Iceland is a
chain of volcanos, the foil almoft
every where formed of decayed cin-
ders, lava, and .f{lags; and the nume-
rous hot fprings, efpecially that called

Geyfer, give full fcope to the moft
curiqus



xiii ]

curious remarks on thefe fubjelts,"
fince they are here obvious in fo many
varied fhapes, and for that reafon
become inftructive. Lava and fome
other productions of nature have not
been hitherto fubjected to chemical
procefles : profeflor Bergman there-
fore deferves the thanks of the public
for his excellent letter, giving a
very Interefting account of his
‘experiments on all the various foflils
and natural productions of Iceland.
The origin of bafaltic pillars, fuch as
form the Giant’s Caufeway in Ireland,
the whole ifland of Staffa, and more
efpecially Fingal’s Cave, has of late a~
been much f{poken of by tra- “
vellers and learned 'mineralogiits.
Some afcribe their regular configura- -
tion to cryftallization : others pretend
the fubterraneous fire to be the caufe of
their regular columnar fhape ; but the
ingenious Chevalier Torbern Bergman
proves, by the moft {olid arguments,
that the bafalc pillars are no lava, or
any ways related to volcanic {fubftan-
ees, and that their. regular columnar
fhape, he fuggells, is owing to ano-

b 4 - ther,
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[ xiv ]
ther oaufe, and by his reafoning ren-
ders it highly probable.

We are at the fame time prefented
with a view of the primirive earths,
that originally compound all earthy
and ftony bodies hitherto difcovered
on the furface of our globe; and their
characters are here alfo fet forth in the

nioft ealy and obvious manner by ex-
periments.

This great and interefting circum-
{tance alone would be fufficient to re-
commend the prefent performance to
the perufal of chemifts, mineralogifts,
and philofophers.

The letter of the Archiater Bach to
Dr. Troil on the difeafes of Iceland,
contains the moft curious and inter-
efting obfervationsforthe ufe of medical
gentlemen. In fhort, there is {carcely
a clafs of readers who will not find in-
ftruction and entertainment in the
ingenious performance of Dr. Uno

Von Troil, the author of this book.

He is a Swede by birth, and de-
{fcended of a noble family : his father,

Samuel Von Troil, was archbifhop of

Upfal,
d After



[ xv ]
After having ftudied divinity, the

oriental and northern languages and
antiquities, together with the various
~branches of natural philofophy, he
travelled, and vifited Germany, I'rance,
England, and Holland.

During his ftay in England he was
introduced to Mr. Banks, who was
then returned from his voyage round
the world, and preparing to go on a @
fecond ; but that not taking place, he
was prompted to make a fhort excur-
- {ion towards the Weftern Iflands and
Iceland; and eafily prevailed upon Dr.
Von Troil to accompany him on this
literary voyage.

After the return of Dr. Von Trolil,
he wrote letters to feveral learned men
in his own country, eminent in the
various profeflions and branches of
literature and {cience, on the different:
matters he had obferved in Iceland
during his voyage ; they were at firft
“eonly intended to fatisty the folicitations
and curiofity of his friends, who withed
to be madeacquainted with whatever he
had difcovered worthy the notice of a

literary
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[ xvi ]

literary man, and that might likewife
bid fair to afford amufement.

The fenator Charles Count Schetfer,
a man of a benevolent chara&er,
and who patronizes learning in all its
branches, together with its profeflors,.
folicited "our author to communicate
them to the public: in compliance
with which, they were publifhed at
Upfal in 1777 in oltavo; and the
next year-after they appeared at the
~{ame place tranflated into German,
L E very much enlarged with additions of
the author and alfo of Chevalier Berg-
W man. \_ |
B | Dr. Von Troil has for his talents,
1% learning, and character been promoted
E in his native country to feveral places
of honour and emolument, {o that
he may now be confidered as the firft
man in Sweden in point of eminence
in the ecclefiaftical line, and in point
of learning inferior to none: he has
taken his degree of doctor of divi-
nity, is principal chaplain to the
king, prefident of the confiftory,

rector of the great church of Stock-
holm,
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xvii. ]

holm, and prelate of all the Swedifh
orders of knighthood.

Thefe curfory hints were thought
neceflary for ufhering his Letters
on Iceland into - the literary world;

the public will, no doubt, be curious

to know the particular obfervations
made by a learned man on an ifland

that Mr. Banks, one of the firft:

charalters of this country, thought

deferving a nearer infpection by a voy-

age he undertook at- a-great expence,
accompamed by feveral learned and
ingenious men,

For the information of thofe who
wiflh to be acquainted with all the pub-
licatians- that have appeared, to treat

either at large of Iceland, or examine -

fome .of its particular obje{ts, we have

here fubjoined a very curious and

complete catalogue of them," -
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CATALOGUE of Writers on ICELAND.

1 FOACHIM Leo wrote {ome verfes on Iceland in
" the German language, full of errors. There
are four editions of them.. Arngrim Jonz, in his
Commentario de Iflandia, quotes the edition of
1661.
2 Jacebi- Ziegleri. Scondia feu Defcriptio Groenlandiz,
Iflandi, Norvegi®, & Sueciz. Francofurti r57s.

3 Jonfbogen (i. e. Jonfbook, an old book of laws)
Hoolum (in Iceland.) 1548. 8vo. and feveral edi-
tions: {fubfequent to. it.

4 Arngrim Jonz brevis commentarius de Ilandia,
Hoolum 1592. 8vo. and Hafn 1593, 8vo.

¢ Ejufd. Crymogaea {eu rerum Iflandicarum libri tres.
Hamburg, 1609, 1610, 1614, 1618, 1620, and
1630.

6 Blefkenii Iflandia {. populorum et mirabilium, qua
inea infula reperiuntur, accurata defcriptio. Ludg.

. Ratavw. 1607. 8vo.

7 Apgrim Jona Anatome Blefkeniana,” Hoolum
1612, 8vo. and Hamburg 1613. 4to.

8 Dan Fabritius de Iflandia & Groenlandia. Roftock
1616. 8vo.

g Arngrim Jone epiftola pro patria defenforia,
Hamburg ¥618. 4to. written in oppofition to the

~ preceding book. .

30 Arngrin Jonz Apotribe calumnie. Hamburg,
1622, .-

11 De regno Daniz & Norvegie infulifque adjacen-
tibus, traétatus varii collecti a Stephano Stephanio.:
Ludg. Batav. 1629. 12mo. from whence the part
concerning Iceland is taken out, and printed {epa-
rately with the title,

12 Iflandicz gentis primordia & vetus republica.
Ludg. Bat. 1629. 12mo.

13 Arngrim Jonz Athanafia Gudbrandiana. Ham-

~ burg 1630.. .
.- 14 Peder
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eder Clauffon’s Norriges og omliggende 8ars Befk-
rifvelfc. -Kiob. 1632. 4to. and Kiob 1537. 8vo.

15 Arngrim Jonz {pecimen Iflandiz hift. & magna ex
parte chorographicum. Amft. 1643.

16 La Peyrere Relation de I’ Iflande, in a letter to
Mr. de la Motte Vayer, dated 18 Dec. 1634. Is
inferted in the Receuil des Voyages au Nord,
tom. [. Amft. 1715. 8vo.

17 Wolfii Norrigia illuftrata. Hafn, 1651. 8vo. and
410.

18 Wolffii Norriges, Iflands og Gronlands Beﬂmf-
vellc. Kiobhafn. 1651. 4to.

19 Hieronym. Megiferi Septentrio Nov-antiquus, five
die neue Nord-welt Ifland, Groenland, &c. Leipz.
1653. 12mo.

20 Edda Iflandoram A. C. 1215, per Snorronem
Sturle iflandice confcripta, iflandice, danice &
latine edita, opera P. J. Relenii, Hafn 1663. 4to.
together with

21 Philofophia antiquifima Norvego-danica diéta
Volufpa, qua eft pars Edde Szmundi, primum
publici juris fatta a P. J. Relenio. Hafn. 1663.
together with -

22 Ethica Odini, pars Edd= S@mundi, vocata Haara-

~ mal, edita per P. J. Refenium. Hafn 1663, .

23 Theod. Thorlacci difl. chorographica hiftorica de
Iflandia, pres. Agd. Strauch. Wlttent 1666 and
1670. 4to. item 1690. 4to,

24 Erici Bartholini experimenta Chnﬁalh Iflandici
difdiaclaftici. Hafn. 1669. 4to.

25 Volufpa. Kidbenhavn. 1673. 4to.

26 Martiniere neue Reife in die nordifchen Land{chaf-
ten. Hamb. 1675. 4to. Tranf{lated from the Eng-
1ith. There is likewife a French edition. Parts
1682: -

‘27 Arz Multiftii Schedz. Skalholt 1688. 4to.
Oxford 1696. Kiob. 1733. 4to.

28 Landnama Bok. Skalholt 1688. 4to. Is likewife
publithed at Copenhagen, with a. Latin tranflation,

DOICSz
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notes, and feveral indexes. Iflands Landnamai-
Bok, h. e. Liber originum Iflandiz. Editio novifs
ﬁma ex manufcriptis Magnzaanis fumptibus perill.
Suhmn Havn, 1774. 4to.

29 Gahm de ratione anni folaris apud veteres Iflandos,
This memoir is printed at the end of Are Schede,
in the Copenbagen edition.

30 Thordr Thorlaks Difl. de ultimo montis Heckle
in Iflandia incendio. Hafn. 1604.

31. Gahm de prima religionis in Iflandia fundatione.
Hafn. 1696. \.

32 Defcription du Nord. 1698. 1 2mo.

33 Niewe befchryvinge van Spitfbergen, Ifland,

Groenland end de beygelegen Eylanden.
34 Einar Thorft. vita, Hafn. 1700.

35 Reife nach Norden, worinneu die fitten, Lebenf-

arten and Aberglauben der Norweger———and
Iflander accurat befchrieben werden., Leipz. 1711,

12no0.

.36 Blefkenii Hiftorie van Lap-and leand hier is by-

gevoegt de befchryving van Is-en Groenland. Leu-
varden 1716. 8vo.

27 Vetterften de Poefi Scaldorum Septentrionalium,

Upfal. 1717. 8vo.

38 Relation om det foerfkrekkelige Vandfall og exun-

dation af Bierget Katlegiaa paa Ifland 1721. Co-
penhagen 1727. 4to.

39 Kort berattelfe on berget Krabla paa Ifland, famt
andre Dernefs intil grantfande Berg, Hwilka ny-
ligen begynt at infpruta eld och brinna. This
account of the burning of the mount Krabla -was
printed probably in the year 1427, at Stockolm,
on four pages in 8vo.

46 Benedit Thorftenfon effterrettning om den jord-

brand fom 1724 og folgende Aar i Bierget Krafla

‘og de dar omkring liggende Herreder har grafleret.

Kiobenhafn 1726. 8vo.

Olavi O. Nording Difl. de Eddis Iﬂandncls. Upfal.

1735. 4to, Mr, Oelrichs at Bremen has reprmted
this

41
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this Difl. in his Opufculis Daniz & Sueciz litte-
rate, tom. L 1774. .

Joh. Dav. Koehler prolufio de Scaldis feu poetis
gentium aréoarum. Altdorf 1738. 4to.

Er. Jul. Biorner, Inledning til de Hfwerborna
Goeters gamla Hafder far deles gotitka fprakets
Forman och Sagornas Kanned om. f{eu, Intro-
dutio in Antiquitates Hyperboreo-Gothicas. Stock-
holm 1738. fol. .

Ejufd. trattatus de Varegis heroibus Scandianis.
Stockholm 1743. 4to.

Lackmanous de computatione annorum per hyemes

prifcis gentibus byperboreis ufitata. Kiel 1744-
4to. ' .

De Yfverborna Atlingars Lara—Hyperboreorum
Atlandiorum feu Suviogotorum et Nordmandorum
Edda, hoc eft Atavia, feu fons gentilis illorum &
Theologiz & Philofophiz, Iam demum verfione
Suinonica donata accedente latina—ad MS. quod
poffidet Bibliotheca Upfalienfis—opera Joh. Gor-

flon. Upl. 1746. 4to. This edition of the Edda
was not finithed.

[(lanfka taxan. Hoolum 1746. 4to.

John Anderflon  Nachrichten von Ifland, Groen-
anland, und der Strafle David. Hamb. 1746. It
appeared likewife tranflated into the Danifh lan-
guage, Copenh. 1748. A French tranflation has

likewife been publithed by Mr. Sellius, 1751.
12mo. 2 vols. |

Octroy foer det Iflandfke Societet. Kiob. 1747.
dvo. |

Avertiflement om Anderflons Tractat om Ifland.
Kiob. 1748. 8vo.

Joh. Thorkelffons tillgift til Anderffon om Ifland.
Kiob. 1748. 8vo.

Eggerhard Olavius Enarrationes hiftoricz de Iflan-

.diz natura & conftitutione. Hafn. 1749. 8vo.

Ejufd. Diff. de ortu & progreflu circa ignem Iflan-
diz {ubterraneum. Hafn. 1749. 4to.
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Biarni Pavli Obfervationes de alga facchatifera
maris Iflandici. Hafn. 1749. 8vo.

Arnae Oddef. vita, inferted in the Nova literaria,
Hafn. anni 17%5o0.

De Gamla Normanners Patriarkalifka Lara pa
Swenfka och Lat. af Joh. Gooranflon. Stockholm
1750. 4to. '

Olai Wormii Epiftolee. Hafn. 1751. 2 vols, 8vo.
Tilforladeliga efterretningar om Ifland med ett
nytt Landkort, og 2 Aars metereologifka Obferva-
vationer af Niels Horrebow. Kidb. 1950, 8vo.
This performance is likewife tranflated into Ger-
man 1752. 8vo. and into Englifh.

Specimen I{landie non barbare, in nouvellis lite-

rariis Hafnienfibus 17¢2.

Nachrichten von Ifland, a fhort abftraét of Horre-
bow’s book inferted in a periodical’ paper called
Beytragen zum Nutzen und Vergnugen. Greifs-

wald 1753. 4to. ‘
Erici tentamen de nominibus & cognominibus Sep-

tentrionalium. ‘Hafn. 1753, 8vo.

Th: Nicolai de commeatu Iflandorum navali.
17§3. 8vo, .

Svein Solvefen Tyro Juris Iflandicus. Kidb.
1754. 8vo.

Vidalins Bref til Jon Arnefen de jure patronatus
Iflandorum, tranflated into Danith, and publithed

by Magnus Ketilfon.

65 Diflertatiuncula de montibus Iflandiz cryftallinis,

au&t. Theodr Torkelli I. Vidalino, fcholz Skalhol-
tenfis eo tempore Re€tore. Tranflated from the
Latin MS. into German, and publithed in the
Hamburg Magazine, volume XIII. N°I. and IL

1754. 8vo.

66 Difquifitiones duz hiftoricse antiquariz. Prior de

vetérum Septentrionalium, imprimis Iflandorum
peregrinationibus ; -pofterior de Philippia feu amo-
ris equini apud prifcos boreales caufis———per Joh.

Erici. Lipl. 1755. 8vo. The firft is tranflated '

inte
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into German, and inferted into Schlozer’s Northern
Hiftory. 1771. p. §556.

~ 67 Ejuld. Specimen Obfervationum ad antiquitates

Septentrional.

68 Ejufd. Commentarius de expofitione infantum ad
veteres Septentrionales.

‘69 Introduttion & 'Hiftoire de Dannemark, par Mr.

Mallet, a Copenh. 1755. 4to. to which a tran(la-
tion of the Edda is prefixed. The fame is tranfla-
ted into Englith, 2 vols, 8vo. and into German.
Greifswald 1765, 4to.

20 Joh. Snorronis de Agricultura I{landorum. Hafn.
1757. 8vo.

71 Hald Jacobfens efterretningar om de i Ifland
ild[prudende Bierge. Kiob. 175%. 8vo.

2 Ol. Eigilfon’s Berettnelfe om de tyrkifke Soerovere

i. Ifland. Kioeb. 1757. 8vo.
73 Nic. Pet. Sibbern idea hiftoriz litterariz Iflando-

rum in Dreyer’s Monumenta anecdota. I Tom. -

Lubece 1760. 4to. -
74 Balle oekonomifka Tanker ofwer Ifland til hoyere
betankning. Kiob. i760, 1761. 2 vols. 8vo,.

75 Joh. Finnzus tentamen hiftorice-philologicum circa
Norvegi® jus ecclefiafticum prifcum, and-

76 Ejufd. Cure pofteriores in hoc yus. Hafn, 1462
and 1765. 4to.

77 Thorften Nicol. de commeatu veterum Iﬂandoxum
reltituendo. Hafn. 1762. 8vo.

78 Joh. Arnefon Inledning til den gamle og nya

Iflandfke Rattegaang, wudgiven af I. Erichien.

Kiob. 1762. 4to.

9 loach. Stechau de fide hiftorica monumentor.
Iflandic. Lund. 1763.

80 Five pieces of Runic poetry, tranflated from the

Icelandic language. London 1763. 8vo.

81 M. Olafsen’s foer{oeg til Landrafenets forbedring 1 i
Iﬂand Kiob. 1765. 8vo.

82 Ejnfd. Anmarkningar till Jons boks Danfka of-'
‘werfattelfe. Kiob. 1765, 8vo.

¢ - | - Egil
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83 Egil Thorhallfens forfwar fot. fin ofwerfattelfe.
Kiob. 1765. 8vo. |

84 H. Fionfen efterettning om tilgragelferne vid Bier-
get Hekla udi lland i April og foljende manader.
Kioeb. 1767.

8 Olavii Syntagma de Bapnfmo veterum. Hafn 1769,
4to.

.86 Breve om l&gerdyrknmgs mueughed i Ifland fra
Hans Fianfen 1769 and :

.87 Joli. Peterfen om den faa allade Iflandfke fkior-
biugg. Soroe 1969. 8vo.

28 Erichfen om Iflands up Komft. Kioebenbhafn
1770 4to.

89 Skuli Magnuffon um thann Iflenfka Garn{puna.
Kiob. 8vo.

.90 Ol. Clafsens I{lanfk Urtagaaxds bok. Kioeb. 1778.
gvo.

91 Thor.Qddefons tanker om akurdyrkin paa Ifland.

. Kiob. 1771. 8vo.

02 luel Norrlands Trompet,

93 Martefeld om Iflands Huufholding med fedhe vahre
og Hamborgs Kiodrogning. Kiob. 1771. 8vo.

94 Ol Olfon um fifki~veidar og fifki-nettan, Kiob.
1771. 12mo.

o5 Upartifke tanker om det Iflandfke Handels-Kom-
pagnie og dets farende Kiobmand. Kigb. 1471.

.06 Anmerkningar oever Compagniets Handel paa If-
JMland. Kiob. 1771.

97 Lud. Harboe Tuende of handlingar om reforma-
tionen 1 Ifland.

98 Ejufd. Hiftory of the Iflandic tranflation of the
“w) .. Bible.

09 Finnei Johannaen, Epifcopi Diocefeos Skalholtinae in
. Iflandia, Hiftoria Ecclefiaftica Iflandiz. T.I. Il

' 1IL Hafn. 1772 & 1775.

100 Ion Olffon om den Iflandfke Handel Kxob 1 772.
8vo.

301 Bref til Hr. Cancellie Radet Lagerbring rorande
then Iflandfka Edda (by Chevalier Thre)s Stock.
1772, §vo.
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103

106
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Relation d’un Voyage dans la Mer du Noid par
de Kerguelen de Trémaréc, Amfterdam 1772,
4to.

Eggert Olafsens og Blarne Povelfens Reife igienem
Ifland, 2vols. Soroe 1772. 4to. It appeared
likewife tranflated into German. Leipz. 1774 &
1775. 4to. 2vols.

Steph. Thorafens ‘de homicidis fecundum leges
Iflandorum antiquas. P. I. Hafn, 17%3.

Kriftni Saga, S. Hiftoria Religionis Chriftianze in
Iflandiam introduttz, nec non: Thattr af Ifleif
Bifkupi, {. narratio de Ifléifo Epifcopo—cim in-
terpretatione latina, notis, &c. ?Iafn. 1773y
8vo. |

Iflandiflche Literatur und Gelchichete, Erfter

" Theil. Goettingen 1773. 8vo. The ingenious

107

108
109

110

Il

J12

Prof. Schlozer at Gottingen 15 the author.
Iflandifche Zeitungen. Thele newfpapers were
publifhed in Iceland in the year 1775,
Bualagen. Hrdpplej. 17735.
Biorn a Skardzaa Annalar Hrapplfej. 1774 and
1775. 4to. 2vols, Thel¢ annals contain thg
Liftory from 1400 to 1645; and are publithed
with a Latin tran{llation: Annales Bidinis a
Skardfa. Ex manufcriptis inter fe collatis cum
interpretatione ILatina, variantibus leltionibus,
notis & indice.
Kriftin-rettr hinn gamli— Jus Ecclefiafticum vetus
{. Thorlacco-Kettlianum conftitutum, A. C.
1123, Iflandice & Latme, édit Grimus Joh.
Thorkelin. Hafh, 17
Berattelfe om den lﬂandl’ke farfkiot{eln, upfatt
af Theod. Thoroddi. Thefe obfervations ap-
peared tranilated into 8wedifh by Mr. Barchaus,
in the Journal of hufbandty 1776, the month of
November. Stockh.
Vorlaufender Bericht und zugleich di¢ Vorrede
von der alten und raren Iflandifchen Edda, fo
uber 700 Jahr und daruber in Norden bifher
1 uner-
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unerklarbar verfteckt gelegen. Stettin -1776.
gto. Its author is Mr. Schimmelmann of Stettin,
who likewife had printed in 1774 ; Abhandlung
abgetaflt in einem Schreiben an einen Gelehrten
von der aiten Iflandifchen Edda. 4to.

113 Sven Solvelen Iflandifke Jus criminale. Kiob,
1776. 8vo.

114 Ulandifche Merkwurdigkeiten, in a periodical
paper called Mz nmchfalngkelten, fir{t year fecond

- quarter. Berlin 1777. 8vo.

115 Sciagraphia Hiftoriz litterarie Iflandiz, auCtorum
& {criptorum tum editorum tum ineditorum in-
dicem exibens, cuivis delineandz periculum fecit
Haldanus Einari, Ph. Mag. & Reltor Schole Ca-
thedr. Holenfis. Holmi® 1777. 8vo. ,

116 Modern Hiftory of the Polar Regions. The firft
part is to be met with in Richers’s Modern Hif-
tory or Continuation to Rollins’s Antient hiftory,
Vol. XXVII. Berlin 1748. 8vo.

17 Difl. inauguralis de Lichene Iflandico, Praf.

| Trommidorff. Refp. Reiffe. Erfurth. 14778,

118 Die Iflandiiche Eoda Das ift: die geheime

Gotteflehre der alteften Hyperboraer—im Jahr,

L ~ | 1070—107¢, aus alten runilthen Schriften edirt

@ﬁ - von Samund Froden, hiernzchft im Jahr 1664,
! -
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durch Refen, und nun in die hochtentiche Sprache
mit einem Verfuch zur rechten Erklarung uber-

g .?f !

iy .

!;% - fezt und edirt von J. Schimmelmann, Stettin,
iy . 1778. 4to.

Ris 119 Bref rezrande en Refa til Ifland 1772. Upfala,
‘33

i 1777. 8vo. and tranllated into German by Joh,
b George Pet. Moeller. Upfala and Leipz. 1779.

s . 8vo. The work which is now here appears
~ tranflated into Englith.
120 Joh. ‘’heod. Phil, Chrift. Ebeling de Quaflia &

Lichene Iﬂandnco. Glafgoz. 1779. 8vo.

This Catalogue contains all the writers of any con=
- fequence on Icelend, or on matters any way rela-
tive to, or concerning that country.
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LETTERS. ox ICELAND.

]

*L BT TER L

To Profeflor. BE R ¢ i1 & N.

On the Efeﬁf of Fire in Icelainds

S I R,
INCE Iam happily returned froma
very pleafant {fummer’s excuriion
throughthe wefterniflands of Scotland,
to Iceland and the Orkneys, it is with
peculiar pleafure that I take this oppor-
tunity of afluring youn of my eficem
and friendf{hip. It is probably not un-
known to you, that Mr. Banks and
Dr. Solander have been difagreeably

point of fetting out on a new voyage
round the world laft fummer. How-

* This letter was firft publifhed in the year 1773,
in the Upfala newfpapers, N° 3, 4, 6, and 8.

ever,

difappointed when they were on the

deninaniingo:




[ 21 .

ever, in order to keep together and
employ the draughtimen and other
perfons whom they had engaged for
their voyage to the South-Sea, they re-
folved upon another excurfion. It was
impoilible to chule a better one than
that to Iceland; and you may eafily
conceive, o, that though I was ready
to {et out on my return to Sweden, I
did not hefitate a moment in accepting
their offer to accompany them. To
{ay the truth, I was glad to vifit a
country where I could not alone hope
to find many remains of ocur ancient
language, but where I was certain to
{ee naturein a new point of view.

I have not been difappointed in ei-
ther of my expectations; and I could
never have found a happier opportu-
nity than that of making this voyage
in the company of Mr. Banks and
Dr. Solander, of whom it would be
unneceflary to fay one word more, as
they are both known fo well to you,
and to the learned and ingenious
threcughout Europe. ;

I know, Sir, that every information
will be welcome to you, which con-

| cerns
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cerns thofe obje&s that aftracted my
attention there; and there is no one
who would communicate this informa-
tion to you with more pleafure than
myfelf'; but as it would require too
much prolixity to mentlonn every
thing, I {hall only in this letter lpcak
of the principal operations of fire 1n
Iceland, a fubje& which, 1 am con-

vinced, is one of the mo‘% important,
On our 'unval i Iceland on the
28th of Auguft 1772, we direftly faw
a proipect before us, which, though net
pleafing, was uncominon and {furpriz-
ing. Whatever prefented itlelf to our
view bore the. marks of devaftation
and our eyes, accuftomed t6 beheld the
pleafing coafls of England, now faw
- nothing but the Veﬁigea of the opera-

tion of a fire, heaven knows how an-
cient !

‘The defcription of a country; where,

quite clofe to the fea you perceive al-
moft nothing but fharp cliffs vitrified

by fire, and where the eye lofes itfelf
in high rocky mountains covered with

eternal fnow, cannot poflibly produce
{fuch emotions as at firft ficht might
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entirely prepoflefs the thinking {pecta-
tor. It is true, beauty is pleafing both
to our eyes and our thoughts ; but gi-
gantic nature often makes the moft
lafting impreflions.

We caft anchor not far from Belflel-
tedr, the dwelling-placeofthe celebrated
Steurlefon, where we found two tracts

of lava, called Gorde and Hualeyre-

Hraun (for what we and the Italians
call Lava, 1s. called in Iceland Hraun,
from Hrinna, to flow ) of which par-
ticularly the laft was remarkable, fince
we found there befides a whole field
covered with lava, which muft have
been liquid in the higheft degree, and
whole mountains of turf. Chance
had directed us exactly to a {pot on
which we could better, than on any
other part of Iceland, confider the
operations of a fire which had laid
walfte a ftretch of ten or twelve miles*.

* The miles mentioned by Dr. Troil are always
Swedifh, ten and an half of which are equal to a degree
on one of the great circles of the globe ; and therefore
one Swedifh mile is nearly equal to fix Englifh ftatute
miles. Ten or twelve miles are 60 or 72 Englifk

miles, |
We
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We {pent feveral days here, in examin-
ing every thing with {fo much the more
pleafure, fince we found ourlelves, as
it were, 1n a new world.

We hLad now feen almoft ail the ef-
fects of a volcano, except the crater,
from which the fire had proceeded: 1n
order therefore to examine this like-
wile, we undertook a journey of twelve
days-to mount Heckla itfelf ; we tra-
velled fifty or {ixty miles™ over an un-
interrupted track of lava, and had at
laft the pleafure of being the firft who
ever reached the fummit of - this cele-
brated volcano. The caufe that no
one has been there before, is partly
founded 1n fuperftition, and partly in
the extreme difficulty of the afcent,
before the laft difcharge of fire. There
was not one in our company who did
not_ wifh to have his cloaths a little
{inged, only for the fake of f{feeing
Heckla in a blaze ; and we almoft flat-

tered ourlelves with this hope, fince
the bifhop of Skalholt had informed us

* "T'hree hundred or three hundred and fixty Eng-
1ith miles, u
A3 by
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by letter, in the night between the sth
arid 6th of September, the day before
our arrival, flames had proceeded from
it ; but now the mountain was more
guiet than we wifhed. We however
pafled our time very agreeably, from
one o’clock in the night till two next
day, in vifiting the mountain. We
were even fo happy, that the clouds
which covered the greateft part of it
difperfed towards evening, and pro-
cured us. the moft extenfive profpect
imaginable. The mountain is fome-
thing above five thoufand feet high,
and {eparates at the top into three
points, of which that in the middle is
the higheft. The moit inconfiderable
part of the mountain confifts of lava,
the reft are afhes, with hard, f{olid
ftones thrown from the craters, toge-
ther with fome pumice-ftones, of which
we found only a fmall piece, with a
little native fulphur. A defcription
of the various kinds of ftones that
are to be found here, would be too
prolix, and partly unintelligible ; and
I fo much the more willingly omit it,
as I hope to fatisfy your curiofity, as
{foon

L

h:t -
; .
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foon as the colle@tion I made of them
arrives in Sweden.

Amongi{t many other openings, four
were pecuhax ly remarkable ; the firft,
the lava of which had taken the form
of chimney-ftacks half broken down;
another, from which water had fiream- -
ed; a third, all the {tones of which
were red as brick; and laftly, one
from which the lava had burft forth in
a {tream, which was divided at fome
diftance intc three arms. I have {aid
before, that we were not {o happy to
{fee Heckla throw up fire; but there
were {uflicient traces of its burning in-
wardly ; for on the upper half of it,
covered over with four or five inches
deep of fnow, we frequently oblerved
(pots without any fnow ; and on ‘the
higheft point, where Fahrenheit’s ther- -
mometer was at 24° in the air, it rofe
to 153° whenit was f{et down on the
ground ; and in {ome little holes it was
fohotthatwecould nolonger obferve the
heat with a fmall pocket thermometer.
Itis not known whether, fince the year ~
1693, Heckla has been burning till
1766, when it began to throw up

A 4 flames
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flames on the firlt of April, and was
burning {or a long while, and de-
ftroyed the country many miles around, -
Laft December {ome flames likewile |
. proceeded from it ; and the people in

the neighbourhood believe it will begin

ro burn again veryfoon,as they pretend

‘to have obferved, that the rivers there-

abouts are drying up. It is believed

that this proceeds from the mountain’s

attracting the water, and is confidered

as a certain {ign of an impending erup-

tion. efides this, the mountains of

Myvatn and Kattlegia are known in

this century, on account of the vio-

lent inflammations of the former, be-

tween the years 1730 and 1740, and
the latter in 1756.

But permit me, Sir, to omit a farther
nccount of the velcano at this time ™, in
order to {peak of another effect of the
fire, which is much finer, and as won-
derful as the firlt, and {o muft be the

more remarkable, as there is not in
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* Dr. Troil treats more at large of the Icelandic
yolcanoes in his 18th and 1gth letters; and in the
ooth, he {peaks more particularly of mount
Heckla, | | |
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~any part of the known world any thing

which refembles it ; I mean the hot
{prings of water which abound in Ice-
land T.

They have different degrees of
warmth, and are on that account di-
vided by the inhabitants themfelves
into Jaugar, warm baths, and luerer,
or jets .d’ecaux; the firflt are found in
feveral other parts of Europe, though
I do not believe that they are even
employed to the fame purpofes in any
other place: that is to fay, the inha-
bitants do not.bathe in them here
merely for their health, but they are
likewile the occafion for a {cene of
gallantry. Poverty prevents here the
lover from making prefents to his fair «

.
" .
- . - -2, £nig, M
= =S *6 ST R P =
MMTAT: . N g o P
B S : =] - - - P -

one, and nature prefents no flowers of
which elfewhere garlands are made: N
it is therefore cuftomary, that inftead §
of all this, the {wain perfeétly cleanfes - ik
one of thefe baths, which is afterwards | %
honoured with the vifits of his bride. -_ g
\ The other kind of {prings mentioned
above deferves more attention. I 1
ﬁ - 4 The 21ft letter treats more fully of the hot fprings - .
in Iceland, ; | -
¢ o have R
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have feen a great number of them ;
but will only fay fomething of thrce
of the moft remarkable. Near Lau-
oervatn, a fmall lake of about a mile
in circumference, which is about two
days journey diftant from Heckla, I
{aw the firft hot jet d’eau ; and I muit
confefsthatit wasoneof the moft beauti-
ful fights I ever beheld. The morning
was uncommonly clear, and the fun
had already begun to gild the tops of
the neighbouring mountains ; it was
{o perfect a calm, that the lake on which
fome fwans were {wimming was as
{mooth as a looking-glafs ; and round
about it arofe, in eight different places,
the fteam of the hot {prings, which loft

itfelf high in the air. |
Water was {pouting from all thefe
{prings ; but one in particular conti-
nually threw up a column from 18 to
24 feet high, and from 6 to 8 feet
diameter the water was extremely hot.
A piece of mutton, and fome falmon
trouts, we boiled init; as likewife a ptar-
migan, which was almoft boiled to
picces in fix minutes, and tafted excel-
letacdly. I wifh it was in my power,
S1ir,
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8ir, to give you fuch a defcription of
this place as it delerves; but I fear
mine would always remain inferior in
point of expreflion. So much is cer-
tain, at leaft, nature never drew from

any one a more cheerful homage to her
great Creator than I here paid him.

At Reikum was another {pout of the
fame fort; the water of which, I was
aflured, rofe to 6o or 7o feet perpen-

‘dicular height fome years ago ; but a

fall of earth having almoft covered the
whole opening, it now only {pouted
between 54 and 6o feet fideways. We
found a great many petrefied leaves in
this place, as likewife {ome native ful-
phur, of which too the water had a
much flronger tafte than any where
elfe.

I have referved the moft remarkable
water-fpout for the end ; the defcrip-
tion of which will appear as incredi-
ble to you as it did to me, could I not
aflure you that it is all perfectly true,-
as I would .ot aver any thing but
what I have {feen myfelf. At Geyfer,
not far from Skallholt, one of the epif-
copal fees in Iceland, a moft extraor-

I | dinary

';
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dinary large jet d’eau is to be feen,
with which the celebrated water-works
at Marley and St. Cloud, and at Gaf-
iel, and Herrenhaufen, near Hanover,
can hardly be compared. One fees
here, within the circumference of half
a mile ¥, forty or fifty boiling {prings
together, which, I believe, all proceed
from one and the {ame refervoir.: In
fome the water is perfectly clear, in
others thick and clayey; in {ome,
where it pafles through a fine ochre,
it is tinged red as {carlet; and in
others, where it flows over a paler
clay, it 1s white as milk.
- The water {pouts up from all, .-from
fome continually, from others only at
intervals. The largeft {pring, which
1s in the middle, engaged our atten
tion particularly the whole day, which
we {pent here from {ix in the morning
till {feven at night. . The aperture
through which the water arofe, and
~the depth of which I cannot deter-
mine, was nineteen feet in diameter ;
round the top of it is a balon, which,

Fi
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together with the pipe, has the forni of

a cauldron ; the margin of the bafoii
is upwards of nine feet one inch higher
than the conduit, and its diameter 1s
of fifty-fix feet. Here the water does
not {pout continually, butcnly by in-
tervals feveral times a day; and as 1
was informed by the people i the
neighbourhood, in bad rainy Wcathpr
higher than at other times.

On the day that we were there, the
water {pouted at ten different times,

from fix in the morning till eleven

A.M. each time, to the height of be-
tween five and ten fathoms; till then
the water had not rifen above the mar-
gin of the pipe, but now it began by
degrees to fill the upper bafon, and at
laft ran over. The peoplewho were with
us told us, that the water would foon
{pout up much higher than it had till
then done, and this appeared very cre-
dible to us. To determine its height
therefore,- with the utmoft accuracy,
Dr. Lind, who had accompanied us

on this voyage in the capacity of an

| aﬁronomer, fet up his quadrant.

Soon

AP L A R AT <
it R RG]
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Soon after four o’clock we obferved
, that the earth began to tremble in
three different places, as likewife the
top of a mountain, which was about
three hundred fathoms diftant from the
mouth of the {pring. We alfo fre-
quently heard a {ubterraneous noife
like the diicharge of a cannon; and
immediately after a column of water
ipouted from the opening, which ata
great height divided itlelf into {feveral
rays, and according to the obfervations
made with the quadrant, was ninety-
two feet high. Qur great {urprize at
this uncommon force of the air and
fire was yet increaled, when many
ftones, which we had thrown into the

aperture, were thrown up with the-

{fpouting water. You can eafily con-
ceive, Sir, with how much pleafure we
{fpent the day here; and indeed I am
not much f{urprized, that a people
{fo much inclined to {uperftition as the
Icelanders are, imagine this to be the

entrance of hell ; for this reafon they

icldom pafs one of thefe openings with-
out {pitting into it ; and, as they fay,
wti fandens mun, into the devil’s mouth.

But

% S SER @ e
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But I think it is time to finifh my
long letter, and I will only try your
patience with one thing more, which
likewife deferves to be better known,
Natural hiftorians always obferved thofe
large remarkable pillars, which the
hand of nature has prepared in Ice-
land, and in fome other places, with
the greateft attention. The Giant’s
Caufeway has, till now, -been con-

Midered as the largeft and moft regular

aflemblage of thefe cclumus; but we
have difcovered one on our expedition
through the weltern iflands of Scot-
land, which iofinitely furpailes it.
The whole ifland of Staffa®. confifls
almoft entirely of thefe pillars, which
are as regular as can be imagined;
they feem to be of the fame {fubftance
as the Irifh ones, and have from three
to {even fides; each pillar is furs
rounded by others, that join fo clofely

~ * See the account of Staffa, by Jofeph Banks, Efg.
inferted in Pennant’s Tour in Scotland, and Veyage

to the Hebrides, 1772, page 299, 3c¢, and the fine
reprefentations of thefe bufalts, executed after the
accurate drawings executed by Mr, John Frederick
Miller, employed by Mr. Banks, and cosnmunicated
by the laft mentioned gentleman, {or the¢ adorning of
Mr. Pennant’s Scots Tour, ” C |

- O
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to it, as to have a Vei*y {mall {pace be-
tween them, which is ﬁ‘equent]y filled
up with a cryftallized incruftation. In
moft places the piliars are perpendncu-
lar ; in others they are a little incli-
ned, and yet in others they have the
configuration of the timber-work in
the infide of a {hip. The higheft pl-
lar was 55 feet one inch long; and
each joint from one to two feet.
There 1s a cavern here which confifts
entirely of thefe pillars; it is 367
feet long; 53,7 broad, and 117,6
high.  There are three fathoms of
water 1n it, {o that it is ealy to enter
into it with a boat.

It is difficult to determine the quef~
tion, how thefe -pillars have been
formed; but it is more than probable,
nay almoft certain, that they are the
remains of an antient volcano, many
mdlfputable tracts of which are found
in many parts of Scotland. You muft
not in this place apply to me the ftory
Helvetius tells of a clergyman and a
fine. lady, who together oblerved the
{pots in the moon, which the former

togk‘for church fteeples, and the latter
for
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for a pair of happy lovers. I know
that we frequently imagine to have
really found what” we moft ‘think of,
or moft wifh for; but I {fincerely af-
{fure you, that I do not fpeak- of fuch
fires without the moft decifive opinions.
I will, however, referve a further ac-

- count of thefe extraordinary produc-
“. tions till my return home, when I flat-

ter myfelf' I fhall be able to glve you
entire {atisfaction.
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. _LETTER IL
To the Royal Librartan Mr. GjérwWEL L.
. Of Iceland in general.

o Utrecht, Jan. 22, 1973.
SIR, |
O U are, no doubt, informed of
.. the voyage Mr. Banks and Dr.,
Sclander undertook laft fummer to Ice-
land, as well as of my having accom-
panied thefe gentlemen on that expe-
dition. I need not tell you what rea-
fons determined me to become one of
their company. You can eafily con-
ceive how many different circamftances
might have perfuaded a curious Swede
to vifit a country remarkable in fo
many refpects ; I am perfectly fatished
with my voyage, and can eafily con-
vince you of it, by communicating to
you fome little account of what prin-
cipally attraéted our attention during
its courde.
We

«F B
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We fet {ail from London on the
12thof July laft in a fhip, for which
one hundred pounds fterling were paid
every month. Befides Mr. Banks, Dr.
Solander, and myfelf, we had on board
an aftronomer*, a lieutenant of the
navy (a very worthy man, his name
is Gore, and deferves to be mentioned,
as heis, as far as we know, the firft
who has {ailed three times round the
world T) together withalieutenant, three
draughtfmen, and two writers, who,
with the f{eamen and fcrvants, made
about forty people.

We firft landed on the Ifle of VV olit,
which is a little paradife, whene we
fpent two days. Nature feems to
have {pared none of her favours in
embellithing it ; and I know no place
in it which does not prefent a pleafing

* Dr. James Lind of Edinburgh, who is well known
by many memoirs inferted in the Philofophical Tran{-
a&tions, and other ingenious publications. |

+ Captain Dampler did it a long time before Mr.
Gore, viz. Cowley and Dampier, 1683, 1684; Dam-
pier and Funnel, 1689, 1'69 1 \Voodeq Rogers, and
Dampier, 1708, 1711. If licutenant Gore and cap-
tain Charles Clerk return fafe home from the voyage
they are now engaged in, they both will have failed four

times round the world.
) . : B 2 Vi@W‘
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view to the obferver. The inhabitants
refemble their ifland ; they live in a
little community among themfelves ;
they are not very rich, neither have
they any beggars. They are generally
cheerful, cleanly, and obliging ; and
there are but fewinftances among them
of any one marrying a perfon who did
not at that time refide or afterwards
lettle on ‘the ifland.

From thence we failed to Plymouth,
where we {aw the docks, magazines,
and every thing belonging to them
worthy of notice, and then proceeded
towards St. George’s channel.

We had intended to land on the
Ifle of Man, as it is one of the few
places where the Runic characters have
been brought by the Danes, and the
only one, except the north, where
fome of our old Runic {tones are

found ; but at fea we cannot always
act according to our pleafure: thewind

obliged us to leave the Ifle of Man on
'our'fight, and to continue our courfe
to the weftern iflands of Scotland.
Itisexceedingly pleafanttofailamong
thefe iflands, though not very fafe,
. without a good wind and expert pilots:
- - for
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for in the firft cafe you muit depend
upon the ebb and flood; and in the
fecond you are in continual danger on
account of the great number of rocks.

The nature of the country is fuch,
that I do not wonder at its having
given birth to a Fingal, and an Ofhan.
It is not the only place where we have
{een heroes produced among the moun-
tains ; and what can be more calcula-
ted to form a poet, than wild romantic
and enchanting {cenes of nature, which
are here {o pleafingly blended.

It would be tedious to enumerate

all the ifles we have vifited. The moft

remarkable are Oranfay and Colums-
kill, on account of their antiquities ;
Scarba, for its known water-drain,
(Vatta-drag); and Staffa, on account
of its natural pillars, which hitherto
have been little known, and f{urpafs
whatever has been obferved before of
the kind.

You know, Sir, that the inhabitants
of thefe ifles, as well as in the High-
lands of Scotland, have alanguage of
their own, which they call Erfe, and
which is a remnant of the Celtic. In

B3 this
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this language Offian wrote his admi-
mirable poems; and though the in-
habitants cannot at prefent produce
any thing comparable to them, yet I
hope, on my return home, to give
you proofs of their being able to write
both with elégance and fentimental
feelings. As it is very extraordinary
that this language fhould have pre-
{erved itfelf here fo long*, it will per-
haps not be difagreeable to you to be

* "T'he very little conneétion which the antient inha-
bitants of the' Scots Highlands and of the Hebrides had
- with other nations (efpecially before the Union, which
has in every re{pect been benetficial to them) is the true
caufe that the Erfe language has fo long been preferved
among them. Befides thefe reafons there is another,
which accounts almoft for them all; the poverty
of the foil and inclemency of climate admit of very
little cultivation, {o that thefe parts have very few natural
produétions which might tempt foreigners to vifit them :
fome few gifts of nature are, no doubt, lodged in the
bofom of the Scots hills ; but hitherto indolenceand want
of induftry in the natives have neglelted thefe riches :
within a few years only it is that commerce has begun
to raife its head, - which alone induces other nations to
frequent this or any country. It is therefore not fo
very extraordinary, that in a mountainous country
the remains of ancient nations fhould be found, who
long preferve their language. In the Caucafus are ftill
exifting the pofterity of feveral nations who crofled
thefe mountains in their attempt to conquer . Afia
and Europe; and within a fmall compafs, more than
five or fix different languages are {poken,

2 more
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more particularly acquainted of the li-
mits within which it is confined. 1
will readily fketch them out to you,
being able to do it with fo much the
more certainty, having received my
information from Mr. Macpherfon,
the only man in England who has par-
ticularly ftudied this laﬂcuage. |

It begins to be {poken on the eaftern
fide at Nairn, and extends from thence
through the whole country, and all the
weftern ifles. In the north. its limits
are at Cathnefs, where Erfe is only
fpoken in four parifhes out of ten; in
the other fix, better Englifh is {poken
than in any other part of Scotland.
There is in Ireland another dialet of
it, as well as in Wales and Britany ;
however, they are not {o different, but
a man born in either of thefe pro-
vinces, may makehimfelf underftood in
the others. Had I been acquainted with
thelanguage of the Dalikarlians, I{hould
have had an opportunity of examin- |
ing how far that fimilarity is founded
Wthh as it appeared to my ecar, {ub-
fifts between thefe two lanouaoes.

B4 The
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The country abounds with northern
antiquities, fuch as caftles, ftrong-
holds, burying-places, and monuments,
(Bautafteinar) ; and the people, who are
obliging and extremely hofpitable, have
a number of cuftoms refembling thofe
obferved by our country-people, fuch
as the celebration of the firlt of May *,
and many others.

We now left thefe iflands, and con-
tinuing our voyage arrived at laft, on
the 28th of Auguft, at Iceland, where
we caft anchor at Befleftedr, formerly
the dwelling-place of the famous Stur-
lefon. We feemed here to be in ano-
ther world ; inftead of the fine profpects
with which we had fed our eyes, we now
only faw the horrid remains of many

* It is called in Sweden war Fruday; le jour de notre
Dame, our Lady’s Day., The witches are fuppofed to
take, in the night preceding that day, their flight to
Blakulla, a famous mountain j but it was formerly
believed in Germany, that the witches travelled to the
Bloxberg or Brocken, a high mountain contiguous to
the Hartz foreft. In Sweden the {pring comes on
about this time, and of confequence the hard labour
of ploughing, mowing, and reaping follow one ano-
ther from that time, and require the beft exertion of
the ftrength of the hufbandmen, to which they prepare
themfelves on this day by frequent libations of their
ftrong ale, and they ufually fay, Mafle man dricka marg
i benen 3 You muft drink marrow in your bones.

devaf-
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devaftations. Imagine to yourfelf a
country, which from one end to the
other prefents to your view only barren
mountains, whofe {fummits are covered
“with eternal fhow, and between them
fields divided by vitrified cliffs, whole
high and fharp points feem to vie with
each other, to deprive you of the fight
of a little grafs which {cantily {prings
up among them. Thefe fame dreary
rocks likewife conceal the few {cat-
tered habitations of the natives; and
no where a fingle tree appears, which
might afford fhelter to friendfhip -and
innocence. I fuppofe, Sir, this will
not infpire you with any great inclina-
tion of becoming an inhabitant of
Iceland ; and indeed at firft fight of
fuch a country one is tempted to be-
lieve that it is impoflible it {hould be
inhabited by any human creature, if
one did not {ee the {fea, near the fhores,
every where covered with boats.
Though there is fcarcely any coun-
try fo little favoured by nature, and
where fhe appears throughout in fo -
dreadful a form, yet Iceland contains
about 6o,000 people, who cannot. pro-

) perly
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perly be called unhappy, though they

are unacquainted with what in other
places conftitutes -happinefs. I fpent

there above {ix weeks with the greateft .

plealure, partly in ftudying one of the
~moft extraordinary {ituations of na-
ture, and partly in collecting informa-
tion from the natives, concerning
their language, manners, &ec. &ec.
As to the former, I have treated of it
in a letter to profefior Bergman, which
I doubt not he will communicate to
you with pleafure, if you defire it.
Of the latter I will here mention fome
particulars. .

You know, Sir, that Iceland firft
began to be cultivated in the eleventh
century by a Norwegian colony,
among which were many Swedes.
They remained perfectly free in this
cornetr of the world for a long time ;
but were, however, at laft obliged
to fubmit to the Norwegian kings, and
afterwards became {ubjedt, togethc;r
with Norway, to the kings of Den-
mark. They were at firft governed
by an admiral, who was fent thither
every year to make the neceflary regu-

lations ;
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lations; but that mode has been
changed many years, and a governor *
appointed, who conftantly refides in
the country. This poft is, at pre-
fent, occupied by Mr. Larr Thodal,
who has formerly been Danifh pleni~
potentiary in the commiffion for fet-
tling the limits between Sweden and
Norway, and has {pent {feveral years-at
Stockholm. D

The Icelanders are of a good honeft
difpofition ; but they are, at the fame
time, fo ferious and fullen, that I hardly
remember to have {feen any one of them
"laugh: they are by no means f{o {trong
as might be fuppofed, and much lefs
handifome. Their chief amufement,
in their leifure hours, is to recount to
one another the hiftory of former
times ; fo that to this day you do not
meet with an Icelander who is not well
acquainted with the hiftory of his own

country : they alfo play at cards.
Their houfes are built of lava,

thatched with turf, and fo f{mall, that
you find hardly room to turn yourfelf
in them. They have no floors; and

* Stiftfamtmann.,
their
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their windows, inftead of glafs, are com-
poled of thin membranes of certain ani-
mals. Theymakeno ufe of chimneys,as
they never light a fire, except to drefs
their victuals, whentheyonlylay the turf
on the ground. You will not therefore
think it ftrange, when I inform you,
that we {faw no houfes, except fhops
and warehoufes; and on our journey
to Heckla we were obliged to take up
our lodgings in the churches.

Their food principally confifts of
dried fifth, four butter, which they
confider as a great dainty, milk mixed
with water and whey, and a little meat.
They receive {o little bread trom the
Danifh company, that there is hardly
any pealant who eats it above three
or 'four months in the year. They
likewife boil groats, of a kind of
mofs (Lichen Iflandicus) which has an
- agreeable tafte. The principal occu-
pation of the men is fifhing, which
they follow both winter and fummer.
The women take care of the cattle,
knit ftockings, &c. They likewife
drefs, -gut, and dry the fithes brought

home
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‘home by the men, and otherwife affift
in preparing this ftaple commodity of
the country. Lo
Befides this, the company who
yearly fend fifteen or twenty fhips hi-
ther, and who poflefs a monopoly
which is very burthenfome to the coun-
try, export from hence fome meat,
edder-down, and fome falcons, which
are fold in the country for {even, ten,
and fifteen rix-dollars a-piece. Mo-
ney is very rare, which is the reafon
that all the trade is carried on by fifhes
and ells of coarfe unfhorn cloth, called
here Wadmal ; one ell of wadmal is
worth two fifhes; and forty-eight fithes
are worth a rix-dollar in fpecie.  With
gold they were better acquainted at
our departure, than on our arrival.
They - are well provided with
cattle, which are generally with-
out horns: they have likewife fheep,

and very good horfes; both the laft
are the whole winter in the fields:

dogs and cats they have inabundance.
Of wild and undomefticated animals

they have only rats and foxes, and
fome
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fomebears *, which come every year :
from Greenland with the floating ice: ‘
thefe, however, are killed as foon as they
appear, partly on account of the re-
ward of. ten dollars, which the king .
pays for every bear, and partly to
prevent them from deftroying their cat-
tle.  The prefent governor has intro-
duced rein-deer into the ifland; but
out of thirteen, ten died on their paf-
fage, the other three are alive with
their young.

It is extraordinary that no wood
grows fuccefsfully in Iceland; nay,
there is f{carcely a {ingle tree to be
found on the whole ifland, though
there are certain proofs of wood. hav-
ing formerly grown there in great abun-
dance. Corn cannot be cultivated here
to any advantage; though I have met
with cabbages, parfley, turnips, peafe,
&c. &c. in five or {ix gardens, which
were the only ones in the whole ifland.

* The bears here mentioned are the white polar or
arctic carnivorous bears, abfolutely forming a {pecies
widely diftin& from our brown and black bears;
though the- celebrated Linneus only fufpected them
to be a new fpecies, not having feen and examined any

of thefe animals.
I muit
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I muft now beg leive to add a
few words about the Icelandic lite-
ratures Four or five centuries ago
the Icelanders were celebrated on ac-
count of their poetry and knowledge
in hiftory. I could name many of
their poets, who celebrated in iongs
the warlike deeds of the northern
kings; andthe famous Snorre Sturlefon
is the man to whom even the Swedes
are indebted for the firft illuftration of
their hiftory. We for this reafon fet
{o high a value upon the antient Ice-
landic records and writings, that they
have almoft all been drawn out of the
country : {o exceedingly {carce they are
become, that, notwithftanding the pains
I took during the whole time of my ftay
there, T got a fight of only four or
five Icelandic manuferipts. In the
inland parts of the country, our old
language has been preferved almoft
quite pure; but on the coafts, where

the natives have an intercourfe with the
Danifh merchants, it has been fome-

what altered. Some fpeak the Danifh
language very well ; but thofe who did
" not, could fooner make themfelves in-

telligible
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telligible to us Swedes, than to .the
Danes. We likewife found three or
four Runic infcriptions, but they were
all modern, and confequently of no
value. Thave faid before that the Ice-
-landers took pleafure in liftening to
their old traditional fayings and ftories;
and this is almoft the only thing that
remains among them of the {pirit of
their anceftors ; for they have at prefent
but few poets ; and their clergy know
little befides {fome Latin, which they
pick up in the {chools eftablifhed in the
epifcopal fees at Skallholt and Hoolum.
Some of them, however, hawve ftudied
at the univerfity of Copenhagen; and
I became acquainted with three men of
‘great learning among them, who were
partlcularly well verfed in the northern
antiquities. One of them is the blﬂlop
of Skallholt Finnur Jonfon, who is
compiling an ecclefiaftical hiftory of
Iceland; the two others are the provoft
Gunnar Paulfon, and Halfdan Ginar-
fon, reéor at Hoolum.  °
That there is a printing-office in Ice-
land cannot be unknown, as we are

acquainted with the rare editions of
Olof
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Olof Tryggwaflons, Landnama, Green-
land, and Chriftendoms Sagas, or Tra-
ditions, printed at Skallholt; but I
did not expect to find the art of
printing fo antient here, as it was
reprefented to be. A Swede, whofe
name was John Mathiefon, brought hi-
ther the firft printing-prefs, between
the years 1520 and 1530; and pub-
lithed in the year 1531 the Brevia-
rium Nidarofienfe. 1 have collected
as many Icelandic books as I have
been able to difcover; among the
rareft is the Icelandic bible, printed
in folio at Hoolum in the year 1584.
I hope likewife, that fifteen (till now
unknown) traditional hiftories or {agas
will be no unwelcome acquifition.

You may judge, Sir, how agree-
ably I{pent my time here in thefe oc-
cupations, which I applied to with fo
much the more pleafure, as they all re-
lated to objelts entirely new: added
to which, I was in fociety with Mr.
- Banks and Dr. Solander ; the latter
- of whom is a moft worthy difciple of
our Linnzus, and unites a lively tem-

per to the moft excellent heart; and
C the
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the formeris a young gentleman of an
unbounded thirit atter knowledge, re-
folute, and indefatigable in all his
purfuits, frank, fond of {ocial conver-
fation, and at the {fame time a friend
of the fine arts and literature : 1n {uch

~company you will confels it was im-

poflible I {hould have the leaft reaion
for regretting the time {pent in- this
voyage.

I bad almoft flattered myflelf with

-the hopes ot {eeing IMr. Banks and

Dr. Solander in Sweden ; but I learn
that they will be detained in England
for {fome time. 1 much fear Dr. So-
lander will be for ever loft to his native
country, as well on account of the
univerfal efteem in which he is held in
England, as of his being preferred to a
more beneficial place at the Britith Mu-
feum than that which he formerly
poflefled.

Their voyage to the South Seas will
probably make its appearance in April
or May next. They have already be-
gun to engrave the colletions of ani-
mals and plants they have made on
their voyage, which will employ them
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feveral years, as they muft confift, I
(hould apprechend, of near 2000 plates.

It would be writing a natural hif-
tory were I to attempt to give a
proper defcription of thele admirable
colle¢tions. They have alone above
3000 filhes and other animals pre-
ferved in {pirits, moft of which are
new: Linnzus might find among their
plants, of which they have feveral fets,
(one of which, I flatter myfelf, will find
its way into Sweden) fubjelts for a new
mantifla. -

I propofe, when I have {feen Hol-
land, to make a little excurfion to
Germany to fee Mr. Michaelis,. and ‘
foon afterwards return to my native
country, where I fhall have the ho-
nour of afluring you perfonally of
the affetionate regard, &c. &c.




1

I
N

bed

LETTET-R IIL

 To Cuevarier IHRE.

o 2
o -

RAREST R e
R N

- X - .- - . - evaiies s
e e — —r— - e . - =
. I gurt " E—ias "X O . = Y P e KA i T e s
~ ) A A - o
L Lrtedras e - 5 - -t an ot E n - - B - o S— - ! >~ o o -
- bt b ] Db, yemony <oaila St s - ol e lawl - 3 2 . = - P .
. b - = - . . | 2 i s o
— - prm- N — - Dt - e . g -
X I e -0 E T o = g g ge J x
A =3 e TR Sl T SEST IR PR ] A e L W -
" » o POPEFGEER W 5L ¥ ST IR P s it akalliah - e - o e ccmm i
e . ) K i TRttt . - mn - iy A <" - TR o o r s L .. |
= o2 g e N DT - L Y "'.- ~ S oy 2= s aos L 3 i o — e e
) - - c . - " POREIRELS S - X ‘ = - IR T e B - i
- .. PR~ P . .
P ) . LT - r - B - -
|
i
. . .

On the phyfical Conflitution of the
| Country.

RN A s
57N -
[ S

P - ) 3 - -
o ~w . Ta o
. -
Y 3
w SO S T S S
Rt i A
-lma w -
——fa
3 - i ot . f
LTRSS

Stockholm, june 20, 1773.

S IR,

‘HERE 1s no duty more agree-
8 able to me, than that of obey-
ing your commands, in tran{mitting
to you fome account of Iceland, its
antiquities, and what elfe relates to it.
As I have happily had an occafion of
{feeing the country myfelf, it may with
juttice be required of me, that I
{hould willingly communicate to others
the informations I have been able to
procure ; and it would give me pecu-
liar pleafure if they enabled me fatif-
factorily to anfwer thofe queftions

which you kindly propofed to me.
Iceland
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Iceland 1s juftly reckoned amongft
the largeft iflands in the known world.
It 1s fixty miles in length, and its
breadch exceeds forty Swedifh miles *.

The molt ufetul among many maps
of this country is that whicli has been
made by Meflrs. Erickflen and Schoon-

ning in the year 1771, theugh 1t

might be further improved.

Befleftedr, in the fouthern part of
the ifland, not far from Hafnefiord,
lies, according to Horrebow’s account
of Iceland, in 64 degrees 6 minutes
of north latitude, and in 41 degrees
of longitude, from the meridian of
Stockholm ; {o that it is almoft in the
latitude of Hernofand 7.

The country does not afford a pleaf=
ing profpect to the eye of the traveller,
though it prefents him with objects
worthy of attention in many refpects :
for Dbefides innumerable ridges of
mountains that ciofs it in feveral
dire¢tions, and fome of which, on

* About 360 Britifh fea-miles in length, and about
240 1n breadth,

+ A tawn in Sweden. ;
Cz . account
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account of their height, are covered
with continual ice and fnow, you
only fee barren fields between them,:
entirely deftitute of wood, and co-
- vered with lava for the {pace of many
miles. This is certainly as incapable
of giving the eye pleafure, as it is un-
fit for any other ufe., On the other
{ide, however, it caules the greateft
furprize in the attentive {pectator, to
fee {o many {peaking proofs of the
dreadfal effets of volcanoes.

Though the coafts are better inha-
bited, the inland parts of the coun-
try do not lie wafte and negleted ;
and one finds every where, {fometimes
clofer together, and {ometimes at
oreater diftances, farms with {ome
land belonging to them, which gene-
rally confifts of meadow-land, and
fometimes of hills thick {pread with low
{hrubs and bufhes, and which they

honour with the appellation of

Woods.

- In the whole ifland there ane no

towns, nor even villages; nothing

but fingle farms are to be {een, fome

of which, however, confit of feveral
2 dwelling-
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dwelling-houfes, deftined for the owner
of the farm and his tenants ("hia leygu-
mann ) who procure from the proprietor
a houfe and pafture for as many cows,
horfes, and fheep as they chule to
agree for. On the eftates of fome
peafants who are better circumitanced,
there are even {ometitmes dwellings

for dabourers (“huufman) who work -

for daily hire. All thefe farms belong
either to the king, the church, or the
peafants themielves *. I will mark
the price of two of thefe farms, .which
were fold a little before our arrival,
that you may judge of their value.
The one farm, whercon ten cows, ten
horfes, and four hundred fheep might
be kept, was fold for one hundred and
twenty rix-dollars; and the other,
which had fufficient pafture for twelve
cows, eighteen heads of young cattle,
above a year old, that had not yet
calved (‘ungnor ), eight oxen, fourteen

* In order to fhew at once in what proportion the
farms are diftributed between the king, the church,
and the farmers, I will here annex an abftraét taken
from the Icelandic Villarium, or Land-book of the

year 1695, which came into my pofleffion.
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horfes, and three hundred fheep, for
one hundred and fixty dollars.

In fome few places they have {mall
fenced fpots mnear their houles, in
which they cultivate cabbage, parfley,
fpinach, turnips, patientia, potatoes,
and fome other roots and vegeta-
bles, together with flax and hemp.:
Fruit trees are lsoked for in vain,
which is not to be wondered at,
fince {torms and hurricanes are here
very frequent. Thele have given rife
to the name of ([Vc’flmlfzﬂa) Storm-
coaft, which has been given to fome
places in Iceland. |

They have likewife prevented the
growth of fir-trees, and Norway pitch-
firs *, which governor Thodal had:
planted here, whole tops feemed to
wither as {oon as they were about
two feet high, when they then ceafed
growing.

That wood has formerly grown in

Iceland, can be proved from the Sagas
or tradition ftorics of Landnama, Ki-

alnelinga, Svaridala, and Egill Skalla-
grimfonare. It is likewife proved by

* Pinus picea, Linn, and pinus abies, Linn,
pieces
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pieces which are frequently dug up in
marfhes and fens, where not a fin-
gle bufh is to be feen at prefent. The
{fubitance, called by the natives [furur-
brand, 1s likewife a clear proof of it.
'T'his futurbrand is evidently wood,
not quite petrified, but indurated,
which drops afunder as foon as it
comes mto the air, but keeps well in
water, and never rots: it gives a
bright though weak flame, and a great
deal of heat, and yields a {ourifh
though not unwholefome {fmell. The
imiths prefer it to {ea-coal, becaufe it
does not {o foon waite the iron. The
Icelanders make a powder of it; which
they make ufe of to preferve their
cloaths from moths; they likewife
apply it externally againft the cholick.
I have feen tea-cups, plates, &ec. 1n
Copenhagen made of {uturbrand,
which takes a fine polifh. It 1s
found in many parts of Iceland, ge-
nerally in the mountains in horizon-
tal beds; fometimes more than one 1s
to be met with, as in the mountain of
[ack in Bardeftrand, where four ftrata

of
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of {uturbrand are found alternately
with different kinds ot {tone.

I have brought a large piece of it
with me to Sweden, in which there are
evident marks of branches, the circles
of the annual growth of the wood,
leaves, and bark, in the furrounding
clay : and there is fome reafon to be-
lieve, that thefe trees have been mixed
in the thrown-up lava in fome erup-
tion of fire or an earthqguake.

I am almoft inclined to believe that
fome ftreams of lava, which at the
depth of fifteen feet, according to ob-
fervations that have been made, can
advance twelve thoufand Swedifh ells,
of two feet each, in eight hours, by a
declivity of forty-five degreces, have
{wept away thefe trees, which feem to
have been of a confiderable fize, and
buried them ; and this is fo much the
more probable, as the (futurbrand

frequently has the appearance of coal.
But asIdonot know whetherthis opinion

has ever been advanced before, and

having had no opportunity of making
fufhicient obfervations upon this conjec-

ture, and as there¢ is even fome reafon

to
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to {uppofe, that a tree would in fo
violent a fire directly be confumed
to athes, though the contrary may
alfo be poflible, when it is in the fame
inftant over-turned, covered, and in
a moment {mothered ; yet I will not
even venture to offer this opinion as a
probable conception.

There 1s {till another probable fuppo-
{ition. The trees may have been over-
tarned by an earthquake, and then co-
vered beneath the hot athes of a vol-
cano, in the fame manner as happened
at Herculanum, and other places, where
whole towns have fhared the {ame fate.

'That there have been formerly con-
{iderable woodsin Iceland, can {carcely
be doubted; .nay, there are at this
time fome {mall {pots covered with
trees, as at Hallarmftad, Hunfefeld, and
Aa, and in {everal other places. How-
ever, there are no fir nor pine-trees ;
and the birch-trees now exifting never
exceed the height of eight or twelve
feet, and are not above three or four
inches thick, which is partly owing
to bad management, partly to the de-

vaftations caufed by fire or hurricanes,
| and
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and the Greenland floating ice : the
laft is the caufe that at Stadar-hrauns,
Eyry, and Kiolfield, whole fpots of
land are feen covered with withered
birch-trees.  But thefe being found
infuflicient to {upply the inhabitants
with fuel, they Ilikewife make ufe
of turf, fern, juniper, and black
crow-berry buthes (empezrum nigrum);

in other places they burn the bones of

cattle killed for butchers meat, and
filhes moiftened with train-oil; alfo
dried cow-dung that has been the
whole winter in the meadow ; and laft

of all Hloating-wood. This floating-

wood 1s obtained in great abundance

every year, particularly at Langanas
on the north-eaft coaft, at Hornftrand

on the north-weft fide, and every
where on the northern coaft of the
country *.  There are {everal diffe-

rent

* The immen{e quantity of wood floating down the
Mifliffippi, the St. Lawrence, and other rivers of North
America, are probably thofe which are carried to the
northern regions. From the gulph of Mexico a ftrong
current f{ets acrofs the Atlantic in a fouth-weft to north-
eaft direCtion, or nearly, and carries many tropical
fruits on the coaft of Norway, the Ferois, and Iceland ;
which remarkable circumftance has been noticed by

that
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rent kinds of wood among it, the
greateft part.is Norway pitch-fir ¥; but
befides this, one finds common fir,
linder, willow I, cork-wood, and two

that curious obferver and delineator of nature George
Edwards. . But the wood coming down the Mifliffippi
1s remarked by Boflu, in his Travels through North
America, vol, 1. pag. 19. The coaft of Greenland is
benefited by drift-wood, in the {fame manner as [celand.
See Crantz’s Hilt. of Greenland, vol. i. pag. 37. The
northern coaft of Siberia is often covered with wood in
a moft aftonifhing manner. See John George Eme-
lin’s T'ravels through Siteria, vol: ii. pag. 415. Nor
is the coaft of Kamfchatka deftitute of floating-wood.
See J. F. Miller’s colle¢tion of Ruffian Tranfattions,
vol. iii. pag. 67. The great rivers of Siberia, fuch as
the Lena, Kolyma, Yenifea, and others, carry chiefly
in {pring many wood trees along with their waters
into the ocean, where it is often floating in various
directions, {et by winds and currents, and checked by
the immenfe mafles of ice, till, after many months and
years, it is thrown up and left on the coaft, for the
benefit of the inhabitants of thefe frigid regions,
which are too cold for the growth of trees. Iceland
receives its drifti-wood by ftrong welterly and north-
wefterly gales, varying with {outherly winds, which
feems to confirm the opinicn, that the drift-wood
comes from North America: it confifts chiefly of
pinus abies, picea, limbra, and larix, tilia curopea,
betula alba, and falix caprea, and {fome unknown kinds
of wood : and according to Catefby’s Nat. Hift. of
Carolina, great quantities of thefe enumerated woods
are floating down the rivers of Virginia and Carolina ;
and another part feems to come round the north of
Europe from the Siberian rivers.

* Pinus abies, Linn, 1 Salix caprea, Linn.
{orts
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{orts of red-wood, which are called
rauda grene and flaffalesk in Iceland,
and on account of. their colour and
hardnefs are employed in various
kinds of neat work. It comes moft
probably from the northern parts of
Tartary, and partly from Virginia
and Carolina. As to what relates to
agriculture, it may be difcovered by
many paflages of the antient Icelan-
dic accounts, that corn formerly
grew in Iceland. In later times f{eve-
ral trials have been made with it, but
they have been attended with little
fuccefs.

Governor Thodal fowed a little bar-

ley in 1772, which grew very brifkly ;
but a fhort time before -it was to be

reaped, a violent {torm fo utterly de-
ftroyed it, that only a few grains were
found {cattered about. 4_
If we confider, befides thefe ftrong
winds, or rather hurricanes, the frofts
which frequently fet in during May
and June, we fhall difcover a number
of difficulties which check the rife
and growth of agriculture in Iceland.
If, notwithftanding thele obftacles, it

can
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can ever be brought to a thriving

condition, it muft certainly be under
the prelent indefatigable governor,
who has the welfare of the country
much at heart, and, in conjunéion
with the government, ftudies every
poflible means to promote it.

I confider thefe violent winds, and
the Greenland floating-ice, which every
-year does greatdamage to the country,
as the chiet caufe of the diminution of
the growth of wood, as well as of the
ill fuccefs in the late attempts for
introducing agriculture.

This ice comes on by degrees, al-
ways with an eafterly wind, and fre-
quently in fuch quantities, as to fill up
all the gulphs on the north-weft fide
-of the ifland, and even covers the fea
as far as the eye can reach; it alfo
{ometimes drives to other fhores. It
generally comes in January, and goes
away in March. Sometimes it only
reaches the land in April, and, re-
maining there a long time, does an
- incredible deal of mifchief. It confifts
partly of mountains of ice ( fiall-jakar)

which are fometimes fixty fathoms
high

|
. E
. ?,'
i




high above water, and announce their
arrival by a great noife, and partly of | .
field-ice (‘hellu-is) of the depth of one i ‘
or even two fathoms. Of this laft N |
fome parts foon melt, and other parts
remain undiflolved many months, of-
ten producing very dangerous effects
to the country™. o

[ 4

The ice caufed fo violent a cold in
1753 and 1754, that horfes and fheep
dropped down dead on account of
it, as well as for want of food ; horfes

* The immenfe mafles of ice, which are fo dread-
ful, affetting the climate of the country along the
northern and northweft coaft of Iceland, arrive com-
monly witha NW or NNW wind from Greenland.
Field-iceis of two or three fathoms thicknefs, and is
leparated by the winds, and lefs dreaded than the rock
or mountain ice, which is often {een fifty and more feet
above water, and is at leaft nine times the fame height
below water : thefe immen{e maffes of ice are frequently
left in fhoal water, fixed, as it were, to tlie ground,
and in that {tate remain many months, nay years un-
diffolved, chilling all the ambient part of the atmof-
phere for many miles round. When many fuch lofty
and bulky ice-mafles are floating together, the wood
which is often drifting along between them, is fomuch
chafed, and preffed with fuch violence together, that
it takes fire 3 which circumf{tance has occafioned fabue
Jous accounts of the ice being in flames : of the bulk of
fuch ice-mafles, fee Forfter’s Obfervations made during
a voyage round the world, pag. 69, 1773and 1774.
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[ 56 ] 3

were obferved to feed upon dead cattle,
and the fheep eat of each others
wool. In the year 1755, towards
the end of the month of May, in
one night the 1ice .was one inch
and five lines thick. In the year 1756,
on the 26th of June, fnow fell to
the depth of a yard, and continued
falling through the whole months of
July and Auguft. In the year fol-
lowing it froze very hard towards the
end of May and the beginning of
June in the fouth- part of the ifland,
which occafioned a great {carcity of
grafs, infomuch that the inhabitants
bad little or no fodder the enfuing win-
ter for their cattle : theie frofts are ge-
nerally followed by a famine, many
examples of which are to be found in
the Icelandie chronicles™.

Befides

* The cold feems to have become more intenfe
in Iceland fince the time when thefe here-before-
mentioned fir-trees were. growing, and before the
ocean was fo very much covered with floating ice.

T hefe falts feem to confirm very much the opinion
of count Buffon in his Epoques de la Nature ; in
confequence of which he believes that the country te-
wards the poles was formerly more habitable thanit is
atprefent :  he is of opinion, that the fkeletons of ele-

phants found far north in Siberia, are almoft irrefragable
| proofs
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Befides thefe calamities, a ntimbe#
of bears yearly arrive with the ice;
which commit great ravages, particu-
larly among the fheep. The Icelanders
attempt to deftroy thefe intruders as

foon as they get fight of them; and
fometimes they aflemble together, and

drive them back to the ice, with

which they often float off' again.
For want of fire-arms they are ob-
liged to make ufe of fpears on thefe
occafions.  The government itfelf
takes every poliible method to encou-
‘rage the nativesto deftroy theleanimals,
by paying a premium of ter .dollars

proofs of the formerly milder temperature of the air ;
fince they could {carcely be found in Siberia in fuch
numbeis unlefs they had exifted there. Bufton
Epoques de la Nature, p. 165, & feq. The Eaftern
fhores of Greenland were formerly inhabited by a
colony of Norwegians, and they had there a bifhop’s
fee, called (Gardar, to which belonged farms; woods,
paftures for cattle, granges; and tillage-land. See
Crantz’s Hiftory of Greenland, vol, 1. p. 245, which
evidently proves the mildnefs of thefe now inhofpi-
table regions. Ships failed formerlytothe Ealterncoaft;
whereas for a great number of years paft it has been
inacceflible; on account of the immenfe mafles of
ice found there, Are Frode in Scheda de Iclan-
dia, Oxon. 1716, cap. 2, p. 10, fays, That at
the firft landing of the Norwegian colonifts, Ice-
land was covered with woods and forefts in the fpace
between the fhores and mountains,

D a for




- p—
-

haiiie b 5
=D
> Ny

——— e X v T LT T I T LT el e sy, > T TR g i >~ N ey . N T I L . .. . .
— . - ... . PRSI S, e - e S Dol . 3 5 A a2 o iy s teval it v 3T e e k.- M -
t:‘—' AT .:u; AT ¥ T prtgtind o :“,_‘. na ,_.'; -~ e S "»u&- b  pa v‘-':‘ e e T PN _.’ - . '
M At = N LR = ) & SR by e PR LIRS atact 1 = e = e K -
TR R e L w el kAo AL TE SO AT e T e P
f. i & ppiallly - R e s i ~ -~ Lt o : -y SO PP . .

T
‘I.z«.!

-~ P L pa 4 e T -
_— o —
o ey
N L
27T e -,
Ty — - "

D N = s .
Wy

[ 52 ]

for every bear that is killed, and
by purchafing the {kin of him who

killed it. Thefe {kins are a pre-

rogative of the king, and are not al-
lowed to be fold to any other perfon.

It 1s as abfurd to {uppofe that
this ﬂoatmo ice confifts principally of
{alt-petre, as thatit might be employed
in making gun-powder; and yet there
are fome perfons who pretend to {up-

port this opinion, but they are cer-

tainly undelerving the trouble of re-

futation.

I muft mention two other incon-
veniences to which Iceland is {fubject,
the Skrida and Suioflodi : the name of
the firlt importslarge pieces of amoun-
tain tumbling down, and deflroying
the lands and houfes which lie at the foot
ofit. This happenedin 1554, when the
whole farm of Skideftedr in Vatndal
was ruined, and thirteen people buried
alive. The other word ﬁgniﬁes the
effets of a prodigious quantity_ of
fnow, which covers the tops of the
mountains, rolling down in immenle

mafles, and doing a great deal of da-

mage.
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mage. There was an inftance of this
in the year 1699, during the night,
when two farms, in the {y{lel of Kiofar,
were buried in the fnow, with all their
inhabitants and cattle*.

The climate 1s not unwholfome, as
the ufual heat is not extreme, nor the

cold in general very rigorous. How-

ever, there are examples of the mer-
cury in Fahrenheit’s thermometer fall-
ing quite down into the bulb, which
is 24 degreesunder the freezing point;
when at other times it has rofe to 104
degrees.

It cannot be determined with any
degree of certainty how much the
cold has increaied or decreafed prior
to 1749, the year when Horrebow be-
gan his obfervations on the weather ;
which were afterwards continued by
the provoft Gudlaug Thorgeirflon to
the year 176¢g: fince which period
obfervations have been made by Mr.

* Snioflod, or Snowflood, is a very expreflive word
for this dreadful accident, which is not uncommon in

all alpine countries, efpecially Switzerland. The
Italians call fuch a rolling down of mafles of fhow,

Lavine ; the French, Laivaches; and the Germans,

Lauihnen, : .
D3 Eyolfs
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Eyolfs Jonfon, who was formerly affift-
tant at the Round Tower at Copenha-
gen, and receives a falary as firft ob-
ferver in Iceland *. His obfervatory is
at Arnarhol near Reykarwick ; and,
what is remarkable, he makes ufe of
a telefcope of his own conftruction,
made of the black Iceland agate, in-
fread of coloured glafs,

Lightening and thunder ftorms are
vare, and both infummer and winter {el-
dom happen any where elfe but in the
neighbourhood of volcanoes. = North-
ern lights frequently appear uncom-
monly ftrong . Sometimes a kind of
the ignis fatuus is obferved (Snoe-lios
and hrevas-eldur ) which attaches itfelf
to men and beafts,

Amongft other aerial phenomena,
the lunar halo (rofabaugu) which

* This Ingenious gentleman died in 1775, not
many months fince the writing of this letter.

+ The northern hights appear in Iceland.un all the
different quarters of the compafs, efpecially on the
foutherly herizon, where a dark fegment appears, from
whence ftrong columns of light dart forth They are
moft frequently feen in dry weather, though there are
inftances of their appearance before, during, and after
a thower of rain. T helights are often feen tinged with
yellow, green, and purple. See Oggert Olaffen’s &
Biarne Paullen’s Travels through Iceland, fec. 853.
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prognofticates bad weather, likewile
deferves a place here, as well as par-
helions (‘hiafolar ) which appear fome-
times from one to nine in number*.
Fire-balls (called Viga Knottur) are
likewife obferved, and when they
are oval are named W iigabrandur ;
and laft of all comets, or Haleﬁiernor,~
which are often mentioned in rheu‘

chronicles.

The ebb and flood here, which the
Icelanders call flod and fiara, are per-
fectly the fame as at other” places : they
are ftronger during the new and full
moon than at other times, and o
{trongeft of all about the equinoxes.

As I am here {peaking of the nature
of the country, I cannot pafs over in
filence. the earthquakes which often
happen, particularly before volcanic
eruptions. In September, in the year
1755, fifteen violent fhocks were ob- &
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* The parhelions are obferved in Iceland chiefly
at the approach of the Greenland ice, when an intenie
degree of cold is produced, and the frozen vapours fill
the air: there are many inftances proving, that under
fuch circumftances, the fun never appears without
thewing one or feveral parhelions, and often a rain- f

* bow on the oppefite fide. | .

D4 . ferved
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{ferved within a few days; and it is not
uncommon to fee whole farms over-
turned by them, and large mountains
burft alunder, as will be remarked
lhereafter, in the letter which treats of
the conflagrations in Iceland.

In fo mountainous a country, where
there 1s no agriculture, and no com-
merce, except that carried on by bar-
tering of the various commodities on
the arrival of the Danith fhips, no
good roads can be expected: they
therefore make ufe of neither carts nor
fledges ; and there are many places in
which it is both difficult and danger-
ous even to ride on horfeback, which
have caufed the names of Ofoerur, Hal-
[avegur, Hofdabrecka Illax/if, to be
given to fome roads. Their length is
not reckoned by the number of miles,
but that of thingmanna-leid, that is,
as far as a man, who is travelling to a
place where juflice is adminiftered,
can go in one day, which is about
three and a half Swedifth, or four Ice-
landic miles*, Formerly houfes were

¥ About twenty-one or twenty Englith miles.

built
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builtin fome particular placesfor the ufe
ot travellers, which were called T/hiod-
brautar-fkaala ; but now the churches
are every where made ufe of for this
purpofe.

When the Icelanderstravelto fea-ports
to exchange their fith, &ec. they have
twenty, thirty, and fometimes a greater
number of horfes with them, which
carry a load of 300 or 400 pounds
weight each; but theyhave always{ome
{pare horfes along with them to relieve
thofe that are fatigued: this cavalcade
1s called Leﬂ ; and the man who
guides them is called Leffamadur : he
rides on Dbefore, accompamed with a

® . dog, that, by uttering a certain word,
- drives the {trayed or ftraggling horfes
into the right road. They never carry

any food for their horfes, as pafture

1s plenty every where.

The number of the inhabitants is

by no means adequate to the extent of

the country. It has been much larger

in former times; but befides what is
i called the Digerdearh, and other con-
tagious difeales, among which the
plague carried off great numbers from
1402
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LETTER IV. i

To CHEVALIER IHRE. §

- i

h.'{

. . Il

Of the Arrival of the Norwegians, the i
f . [
Government, and Laws in Iceland. M

| . B R

N

Stockholm, June 13, 1774, ,

: it

S I have treated in my former N
letter of the nature of the I |
country in Iceland, an enquiry how,
and when it was firft peopled, might
not perhaps be difagreeable to you.
We know little or nothing of the firft I
inhabitants of Iceland, who poflefled | R
the country when the Norwegians firft E

o
|

arrived there. We are informed by

o ‘é'

fome, that they were Chriftians, who, il
according to the moft probable con- H
jectures, arrived there from England 1
and Ireland, and were called Papa “
by the Norwegians *. They pretend :

to - i

* The ancient Norwegians, who firft landed in
Iceland,- found there inhabitants who were Chriftians,

- and were called by the Norwegians Papas, which is
conjectured to fignify priefts, This is confirmed by the -
preface of the Landnama Bok, or Book of Coloniza- |

IIOD, - || .
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to afiirm with the greatelt certainty,
that this Englith colony fettled there
in the beginning of the fifth century ;
but I look upon it as the fafeft way
not to enter at all upon an affair wrap-
ped up in {uch obfcurity. There is
notwithftanding reafon to fuppofe that
the Englith and Irifh were acquainted
with this country under another name

Cm twes .

M

TSl -

T T R T

14
i
|

Y g g e

tion, written by wvarious authors, the firft of whom
was Are Frode, born 1068 ; and he exprefsly fays,
in the firft chapter of the book, that Iceland was
fettled by the Norwegians in the time of Alfred king
of England, and of Edward his fon. The fame
preface mentions, that Beda {peaks of Iceland, un-
der the name of Thyle, more than a hundred years
before the arrival of the Norwegians in Iceland ; and
that the Norwegians found there Irith books, bells,

, and crofiers, which proved that thefe people came from
the Weft. And it is added, that the Englith books men-
tion an intercourfe of navigation between thofe lands
about thole times. King Alfred certainly mentions in his
tranflation of Orofius, the utmoft land to the NW of
1celand, called Thila ; and that it is known to few
on account of its great diftance. See Alfred’s Orofius,
p. 31. The Landnama Bok was publifhed at Copes-
hagen, 1774, in 4to. The circumftance of the Irith
books left in Iceland is likewife mentioned by the {ame
Are Frode, in Ara Mulifcii Schedis de Iflandia.
Oxoniz, 1716, 8vo. cap. ii. pag. 10. who fays, they
chofe "not to live with the Heathens, and for that
reafon went away, leaving behind Irith books, bells,
and crofiers. ' |
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long before the arrival of the Nor-
wegians; for the celebrated Beda in
his time pretty accurately defcribes it.
But I will not dwell upon thefe ancient
inhabitants of Iceland, but proceed to
examine how the Norweglans came
to fettle there. Of this we have fe-
veral accounts in the Icelandic Sagas®.
I fhall particularly follow Landnama
Bok, which treats of the arrival of
thefe new coloniits.

‘Naddoddr, a famous pirate, was
driven by the winds on the coalk
of Iceland, on his return from Norway
to the Ferro Gales, in 861, and named
the country Swio-/and (Snow-land) on
account of the great quantity of fhow
with which he fawthe mountains cover-
ed. He did not remain there long ;
but however extoiled the country {o
much after hisreturn, that one Gardar
Suafarfon, an enterprizing Swede,
was encouraged by his account to

* The word Saga fignifies the ancient hifterical
monuments in Iceland ;. {ome of them are the hiftori-
cal relations, others are fabulous ftories in the ftyle of
the Arabian Nights. The diftinction between them
requires a nice critical judgment. As the word occurs
often, we once for all explain it here. - =,
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go in fearch of it in 864. He
failed quite round the ifland; and then
called it Gardarfholmur (Gardar’s If-
land). He remained the whole win-
ter in Iceland, and in {pring returned
to Norway, where he defcribed the
new-difcovered ifland as a pleafant,
well-wooded country. This excited a
defirein Floke, another Swede; and the
greateft navigator of his time, to un-
dertake a voyage thither. As the com-
pals (in Icelandic Leitharftein *) was
not then known, he took three ravens
on board, to employ them on the dif=
covery. By the way he vifited his
friends at Ferro; and after having
failed farther to the northward, he
.let fly one of his ravens, which re-
turned to Ferro. Sometime after he
difmifled the fecond, which returned

* The word Leitharflein is certainly equivalent to
the Englith word Loadftone, and probably has the
fame origin. The Anglo Saxon word L=dan fignifies
to lead ; and the magnet being the leader of the naviga-
tor, it &s very evident that the loadftone is the lead-
ing {tone of the thip. The hittory of the three ravens
is moft evidently copied from the hiftory of the deluge
in Genefis. However it proves an uncommon faga-
city in the navigator, who made ufe of birds for the
firtt difcovery of land,
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to the fhip again, as he could find no
land. The laft trial proved more
fuccefsful, fince the third raven took
his flight to Iceland ; foon after they
difcovered land, and in a few days
really arrived- there. Floke ftayed
here the whole winter with his com-
pany ; and becaufe he found a great
deal of floating ice on the north fide, he
gave the name of Iceland to the coun-
try, which it has ever {ince retained.

When they returned to Norway
in the following {pring, Floke and
thofe that had been with him, made
a very different defcription of the
country. If on the one fide Floke
defcribed 1t as a wretched place,
Thorulfr (one of his companionsin the
voyage) on the other fide {fo highly
praifed it, that he affirmed butter
dropped from every plant, which gained

him the nick-name of Thorulfr Smior,
or Butter Thorulfr *.

* The expreflion which Thorulfr made ufe of in de.-
{cribing the fertility and richnefs of the country, cha-
ralterizes the genius and manners of the age he lived
in, and is therefore mot to be over-looked in this ac-
count. Thefe minute {trokes paint the characer and
fimplicity of the age, and, when compared with our
manners, - fet them off in the faireft point of view.

- After
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AfterwhatIhave related, there areno

traces of any voyage to Iceland, till In-
golfr and his friend Leifrundertook one
in 874. Theyfoundon theirarrival that
the country had not been mifreprefent-
ed; and refolved, after having fpent the
winter on the ifland, to {ettle there
entirely for the future. Ingolfr re-
turned to Norway, to provide what-
ever might be necefiary to accomplifh a
new and comfortable eftablifhment in
an unfertilized and dreary country ;
and Leifr in the meanwhile went to
aflift in the war in England.  After an
interval of four years, they met again
in Iceland, the one bringing. with
him a confiderable number of people,
with the neceflary tools and imple-
ments for making the country ha-
bitable ; and the other mmported his
acquired treafures. Since this period
many people went there to {ettle,
and in fixty vyears time the whole
ifland was inhabited ; and king Ha-
rold, who did not contribute a little
towards it by his tyrannical treatment
of the petty kings and lords in Nor-
mandy; was at laft obliged to iflue an

order, -
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‘order, that no one fhould fail from

Norway to Iceland, without paying
four ounces of fine {ilver to the king,
in order to put a ftop, in {ome mea-
{ure, to thofe continual emigrations
which weakened his kingdom..
Though the greateft part of the

inhabitants came from Norway, there

are however many Danes and Swedes
among them. Of the latter 1T will
only mention the following, from that
edition of Landnama BOL, which was

printed at Skallholt. Ingimundur, an .

carl in the Gothic empire, one of the
defcendants of Bore, Gore’s brother,
p. 9o ; with his friends Jorundr, Ej-

[ &

vindr. Sorkver, Afmundr, and Hvate-

tridieifr ; and his flaves Fridmundr,
Bodvar, Thorer Refikegg, and Uli-
kell, p. go: Thordur, defcended

by the father’s fide in the fifth de-~-

gree from Ragnar Lodbroclf p. 102:
Thor’c‘ur Knappux natural fon of
Biorns of Haga; and Nafar Helge

p- 104 : Bruni Hin Hviti, fon ofhu-
reks, earl of Upland, p. 104 : Thor-

mocur Hin Rami, p. 105: Biorn

Roliffon of the blood royal, p. 105
E Helgi
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Helgi Hin Magri,” p. 107: Thorir

Snepill, a fon of Joruns, daughter
of the Lagman Thorgnys, p. 117;
and Gardar Suafarfon. Befides thefe,
Are Frode mentions one of the name
of Olafr, who was of the fame family
as king Harold ; another of the name
of Hroliangur, brother of Rolfs firft
duke of Normandy, who drew his
origin fram the Swedifh king Gore,
cgrandfather of Gylfe. |
Torfzus mentions one Bodvar, a
Swede, who {fettled in Iceland, and
was a defcendant of the princels Goja,
{uter of Gore: Floke, who gave to
the ifland its prefent name of Iceland,
was defcended from the fame family.
Dalin, in lhis preface to the firft vo-
lume of his Swedifh hiftory, likewife
mentions, out of Peringikold and Bjor-
ner, - the foliowing : . Snobjorn, Bjorn
Oftrane, Grim, Orm Wedorm, Bjorn,
and Grimkill, - with their mother
Helga, daughter of Ifarold, bBarder
Snefallfas, Barder Wiking, DBrimle,
Hjelm, Gote, Skolder Sventke, Gla-
mer, Wafur Helge, and Slattubjorn.

As

T Loy
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As often as a new colony arrived
there, the principal perfon in the
company appropriated to himfelf as
large a part of the country as he was
able to occupv, and gave up as much
of it as he thought ﬁt to his compa-
nions; whoie chlef he was, bearing the
title of Godi:  But in a period when
robberies and viclence; by iea and

land, were confidered as valour and

inerit, peace could not long {ubiiit
between the nemnbom ng Luew.,
There are every wiiere mf’cances to be
inet withinthe leelandic Sagasof battles
between the new and o3 xomai {ettlers.
To prevent thefe conﬂn&s in f{future,
a pcxfo*l was chofen in the year
91.8 with the title of Laug-fauguma-
dur, and great power cnd digaity
conferred upon bim. This man was
the {peaker in all their public delibe-
rations, pronounced fentence in dif-
ficult and intricate cafes, decided all dif-
putes, and publithed newlaws after they
had been received and approved of by
the people at large ; but he had no |
nower to make lavw without the ap-

pro’*?tzon and confent of the reft.
J O | - He
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He therefore aflembled the chiefs

whenever the circumitances f{eemed
to require it; and after they had
deliberated among themielves, “he re-
prefented the opinion of the majority
to the people,’ whofe aflent was ne-
cellary before it could be confidered
as a law. His authority among the
chicts and leaders was however in-
confrderable, as he was chofen by
them, and retained his place no

fonger than whilft he had the good

fortune to preferve their confidence.
Their firft form of government
was confequently a mixture of ari-
{locrary and democracy : but all the
regulations made by it were infuf-
ficient to maintain order among f{o
many chiefs, who, though all of the
{fame rank, were differently inclined,
and unequal in power.  Nothing
was therefore more frequent than
rapine aud’ violation of the laws.
They openly made war againft one
another, cxamples of which are to be
met with in the Sturlunga Saga,
where, itis faid, zo veflels, carrying
1300 men, had a bloody cngagement,
| which
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which fo weakened the ‘contending
parties, that their whole power at laft
became an eafy prey to-a few arbi-
trary and enterprifing men, who, as
is too generally the cale, wantonly
abufed it, to the oppreffion of the’-r
countlymen, and the difgrace of hu-

manity *. |
Notwithftanding all thefe inteftine

troubles, they remained entirely free
from the Norwegian yoke ; though the
kings of that country, {ince the time of
Harold Harfagers, viewed this new and .
powerful republic with envious eyes, -
which, though now f{eparated, owed its
origin to them ; but at laft they expe-
rienced that fate, which 1s almoecit al-
ways inevitable, wherever liberty de-
generates into licentioufnels, and pub-
lic {pirit into felifh views ; thatis, they
wercobliged to fubmittoonechief. The

greateft part of the inhabitants in 1261,

put themielves under the protection of
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